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Editorial
Tris is the fourth issue of our the country and can do what they

College Magazine. I do not know
whether four is a lucky number or
not but this year has been a lucky
one not only for “Desh” but for
the college also. We are going to
have two issues of ‘Desh” this
year, so that a large number of
students can get a chance to see
their stories, essays, poems etc
published in it. <“Fame’’ said Milton,
“ijs the last infirmity of noble
minds.” Students are not immune
from it. They have always a feeling
for being ‘the important ones”
in the College and one of the means
of becoming important is to get
their articles published in the college
magazine.

With the dawn of Independence
in our country, the students are
having a sense of ‘““‘unchartered free-
dom,” which in other words may be
called irresponsibility. They feel
they are the sovereign masters of

like. This sense of irresponsibility
has led them to do those things
which they normally would never
do. The mob mentality is taking
roots in their minds and instead of
doing good for the country, they
themselves have become a problem
for the Government. Individually,
they may be having a good mental
balance but when they are united
they become mentally inferior to
what they are singly. The recent
incidents at Patna are an example
of such misdirected mentality of the
students. They formed a united
front to get their grievances re-
dressed, and resorted to the for-
bidden measures of violence and
lawlessness. Their conduct not only
harmed the student community
but also jeopardised law and order
and led the police to resort to firing,
which caused further disturbances
and even rioting.



Union is strength, no doubt, but
this energy must not lead students
astray. If sanely used, it might
help us to form our character and
develop our personalities, take
us to the higher paths of life and
foster in us a desire for noble living.
We must not misuse our united
force by doing disgraceful acts like
insulting our national flag—for the
honour of which we should be
prepared to die—or hurl abuse on
our trusted leaders — who are so
ably guiding the destiny of the
nation. For creating true national
spirit in the minds of our country-
men, we have to create it among
the youth, who are the future
custodians of India’s liberty. If they
learn the time-honoured traditions
of reverence for the elders, non-
violence and self-less service then
alone they can rightly fill their
place in society. We have to be
nationalists first and individuals
afterwards. '

A few words about ourselves now.
I said in the beginning that this year
has been a lucky one for the college.
The Fine Arts Club was inaugu-
rated under the able presidentship
of Mr. P. M. Kaul for developing a
taste for fine arts among the
students. The Political Science Asso-
ciation has come into existence

under the patronage of Mr. V. N.
Khanna.

Two of the best debaters of the
Delhi University, namely Mr. Daljit
Arora and Mr. Khanna, have be-
come our professors and we have
got a good chance of opening a
Debating Society in the College.
This will give the students a golden
opportunity to learn the art of
speaking fluently on the stage. The
Union at best can arrange not
more than three or four debates in a
year. So we are in need of having
more debates and declamations.
We have got electricity in the
College and can have extra-curri-
cular activities in the evenings.

All around the college building
verdant lawns have been provided
for the rest and recreation of stu-
dents during off periods. This was
one of the needs of the students
for this greenery helps in warding
off the dust storms so frequent in
Kalkaji. The College is showing
signs of improvement in respect of
num bers also. From 280 the num-
ber of students has risen to 320 and
we can reasonably hope to have a
still larger number of students in
future.

Santosh Kumari Punhanz,
B. A. III Year.



A NIGHT AT RAMESHWARAM

RAMESHWARAM is one of the most
sacred places of India. It is situated
in the extreme south of our country.
It is here, they say, that Shri Ram
Chandra erected a bridge over the
sea and invaded Lankapuri (present
Ceylon). Thus Rameshwaram has a
great significance of its own as a
place of worship.

After my visit to Rameshwaram
during the last summer vacation, I
have been awaiting a suitable oppor-
tunity to express my feelings
relating to the journey and my
short stay there—and I have found
a good medium: the college maga-
zine

The nearest way from Delhi
to Rameshwaram by train is
1,774 miles long and one has to
move along with the train for full
66 hours to reach there.

Upto Madras (1,361 miles from
Delhi) mail or express service helps
you for 46 hours. From there
onwards, runs the metre gauge.
Again you have to change the train
at Pamban (406 miles from Madras).
It drops you at Rameshwaram.

The journey, though very long
does not tire you much as outside
the carriage you find an ever-
changing scenery running before
you. There are numerous fields and
forests, hills and mounds, rocks
and tunnels, springs and rivers,
orchards and meadows and a
thousand other things on the way.

Your eyes do not wink in the day,
nor do you feel sleepy at night.
A few stations ahead of Pam-
ban, you find the signs of the
approaching destination. These are
the so-called ‘““Pandas.”” As soon as
your train stops, they surround
your carriage. They are so greasy
and so brazen faced that you can’t
avoid them in any way. One is
sure to stick to you. Even if you
don’t agree with him, he would
accompany you to the place and
speak to you as if he were your
sincere friend. But he must take
you astray, and stealing a good
opportunity cheat you of some
money—as it happened with us.
All these faithless people have their
breeding centre at Rameshwaram.

At a distance of two furlongs or
s0, is the small town situated on the
sea shore which marks its bounda-
ries on three sides. You have to stay
at some ‘“Dharmshala” in the town.
As soon as your eyes turn towards
the huge temple, you feel as if you
were almost successful in achieving

your aim.
The temple covers over a furlong
square of land. The building,

although too old, is a symbol of
decent art and sculpture of ancient
India. It really makes you wonder
how such a masterpiece of artistic
design could be constructed in that
age. It is symmetrical from inside.
There are two entrances, each to-
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wards thenorth and the south (gates
on the east and west sides usually
remain closed). Inside the temple
you feel yourself moving in a big
cave. A wide furrow runs all round
the temple. But as you reach
the interior of it, you forget your-
self and the rest of humanity. Your
mind is drawn above. Your eyes
are focussed at the awe-inspiring
statue of Shri Ram Chandra along
with Sita’s on one side and Lakhsha-
man’s on the other. These are
fixed in a room in the heart of the
temple. These are laden with gar-
lands of flowers. Standing before
God, you realize your smallness.
You fold your hands, and your
head with eyes half closed, is auto-
matically bowed forward before
Him. You do not feel like leaving
the spot but you can’t help
visiting the neighbouring gods and
goddesses. All of them have been
lodged in separate rooms. They are
too many in number and beside
each sits a “Pujari.”” There are two
gilded pillars, each one in the
centre of the East and the West zone
of the temple, rising far above the
high roof of the building. Each is
carved at the lower portion and is
smooth above with a crown at the
top. The base is fixed in a frame-
work of sandal wood. You are
awestruck when you look at
“Nandini’’, the cow, sitting in a
big chamber. It has very big
dimensions and is painted accord-
ingly. Fixed in the walls of the
temple is an infinite number of
painted statues of men and women
of olden times, skilfully constructed,
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each showing a characteristic fea-
ture of its own. While at
Rameshwaram, you go to the temple
again and again—from 4 a.m. to

~ till late at night. At last you come

to the Dharmshala where you are
staying at 11 p.m. But you find
no satisfaction. At night hundreds
of rows of oil lamps and electric
lamps illumine every corner of the
temple.

Besides, this temple has about
thirty wells of cold and fresh water.
People take bath at all the wells.
On the outskirts of the town are
about fifteen tanks and ponds
scattered here aund there. These are
called “kunds.” These bear different
names such as Ram-kund, Laksh-
man-kund, Sita-kund, Arjan-kund,
Bhim-kund and so on. You are
supposed to have a dip in every
kund, but the water being awfully
dirty, you can not afford to do that
except in the first two mentioned
above. The wells in the temple are
also named likewise. It is said that
by bathing in these kunds and
wells, your sins are purged away
and you fulfil the purpose of your
pilgrimage.

Another small temple worth see-
ing is situated at a distance of
about 1} miles from the main one.
In it are preserved the foot prints
(charan) of Shri Ram Chandra on a
flat piece of stone. Whether the.
thing is original and real is a
matter of doubt. These are washed
with milk everyday.

At the main (south) gate of the
big temple you can get attractive
articles like Shankhs, Kauries of



different shapes carved beautifully;
articles like boxes, handbags, hats,
toys made of the leaves of palm tree
and the coconut fruit the coconut
trees being the most abundant
plants in that region.

Within 24 hours we were taken
round by our guide and friend—
a serene and noble Madrasi Brah-
man who was the director of another
Dharmshala there (there being
about 15 Dharmshalas). He accom-
panied us to Pamban and there
we boarded a train for Dhanuskodi
(9 miles ahead on an other line).
The train stopped at Dhanuskodi
pier first. It is here that you catch a
steamer for Ceylon. Then you reach
Dhanuskodi. Beyond this station
there is no railway track. Less than
a mile away from Dhanuskodi
railway station, is the extreme
south point of India beyond which
you can’t see anything, but blue
waters running towards you in
mighty waves —foaming, gurgling
and gushing, rising one above the
other but rushing back finally, after
striking against the sandy shore.
At this point two big oceans—the
Indian and the Arabian merge into
each other. Here we had a dip in
the cold and briny waters of the
two seas mixed up with each other.

After two hours’ stay at Dhanus-
kodi, we caught a train bound for
Madras at 6-15 p.m. The most
attractive scene on the way is that

- of Pamban bridge, when the train

moves slowly over it in the dark.
It comes after we cross Pamban
and is more than a mile long.
It joins Pamban with the neigh-
bouring railway stations which are
separated by a big incoming tide of
the ocean. Being very old, the bars
on both the sides had given way
(though its repair work had just
begun). It seemed to the passengers
in it as if the train were gliding
over the surface of water. A portion
in the centre of the bridge can be
lifted up with the help of machi-
nery fixed over there. Thus a ship
can be arrested on the other side
of the bridge which is again laid
down in its position and the trains
pass over.

We broke our journey at Madras
while going to and returning from
Rameshwaram. There we visited
the zoo, the museum, the beach and
some other places worth seeing. On
the 16th of June we left Madras by
an express train and on 18th June
by day dawn we were back at Delhi.

Dev Raj Chitkara,
Pre-Medical 11 Year.



VINOBA’S BHOODAN YA]JNA

Our country is an agricultural
country. Gandhiji was desirous of
seeing villages at the =zenith of
power. This is why he advised stu-
dents to make village life and not
city life their goal. India has inherit-
ed a rural civilization and continues
to have it. Therefore we should en-
rich this civilization by freeing it
from all its defects.

Shri Vinoba Bhave is an illustrious
disciple of Gandhiji. He started a
walking tour of India to spread his
mission of Bhoodan Yajna and to
banish the ailments and sufferings of
villagers. He made an appeal to the
big landlords, to give land to the
poor. Nothing like this was ever
tried in India before.

Once Acharya Vinobaji said, “Had
I placed this Bhoodan Yajna be-
fore a conference of the intellectuals
and leaders a year ago I am sure all
would have ridiculed me by saying
that it is impracticable and impossi-
ble. I say that God has created us,—
you and me,—to achieve something
new and un-precedented. History of
the pastis just clay in our hands
and it is for us to give any shape to
it. So I started my work and now I
appeal to all to participate in this
revolutionary programme of mine.
The programme is like an ocean,
where all rivers meet.”

I do not know what adjectives I
should use for him. His love and
purity overpower me. I am incapa-
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ble of testing him. Vinoba’s name,
like that of his master, is a house-
hold word in India to-day. His
spiritual attainment is at its height.
Vinoba Bhave was almost unknown
till a few years ago in India, but to-
day he is sweeping the country like
fire by preaching non-violence and
love. He possesses a vast, deep and
unfathomable ocean of purity and
equanimity.

It was in Talengana, Hyderabad,
only four years ago, that the com-
munists had sought to get land by
force. But there was death and
destruction on all sides. On the very
spot Vinoba appeared as a messenger
of peace and goodwill. He toured the
villages and saw the miserable
plight of landless peasants. It was in
the village of Pachampalli that the
idea of Bhoodan Yajna, Land Gifts
Mission, first struck Vinoba’s mind.
There, forty Harijan families related
to him their misery. On the very
evening, at a prayer meeting,
Vinoba made a vigorous appeal to
the local landlords, “If you had five.
sons and sixth were born to you,
you would give him a portion of your
estate. Treat me then as your sixth
son and give me one-sixth of your .
land—for re-distribution to the
poor.” After a silence one man, the
most important landlord of the area,
rose and offered a hundred acres.
This was the act of generosity that
inspired the Land Gift Mission. This



unpremeditated, almost accidental —
some would call it divine —origin is
responsible for Free India’s first
mass movement.

“The land belongs to God, like air
and water,” says Vinoba, “and it is
foolish to believe it can belong to
one class of people alone. Gain merit
by giving land free.”’ To communists
Vinoba said, “If you would give up
class hatred and truly work for good
of all, I would be the first to join
you.”

Vinobaji, Vinoba Bhave as he is
called in India, was born on Sep-
tember 11, 1894, of austere, deeply
religious Brahmin parents. He in-
herited his ascetic quality from his
mother. He studied in Baroda High
School, passed his matriculation and
intermediate examinations, wrote
poems and acquired a deep love for
mathematics and learning. He had a
retentive memory which accounts for
his profound knowledge of the scrip-
tures of the world’s great religions,
and gift for languages. Besides Eng-
lish, French, Sanskrit, Arabic and
Persian he speaks eight of India’s
principal regional languages. His
way of talking is so marvellous that
even a child can understand him.
Verily he is the spring of knowledge
which discards all kind of comforts.

In 1916 he joined Gandhiji. He
not only steeped himself in Sanskrit
studies but did such humble tasks
as serving and cooking. He estab-
lished an ashram at Sewagram which
later became the Mahatma’s head-

quarters. Vinoba’s fame rests on
holiness—a dedicated ascetic life
since the age of 10, total celebacy
and more than forty years of self-
discipline. He weighs only 90 1bs.—
dressed in home-spun cloth—walks,
sunshine or rain, his ten or fifteen
miles a day. He goes from one place
to another and from one village to
another to contribute to the welfare
of others. He has walked for four
years nearly 13,000 miles —acquiring
4 million acres of land from over
3,00,000 people. And his target by
1957 is 50 millions— one-sixth of
India’s arable land.

Where Gandhiji gave freedom by
truth and non-violence, Vinoba’s
task is to educate people and thus to
bring economic independence. That
is why, he says, “I demand land as
of right on behalf of the poor. I am
going to revolutionize thought and
minds of the people. Iinvite you all
to work for this revolution.” It
teaches men to share what they have
with their fellows. This movement
teaches us that all wealth is a social
product and no earning is possible
without social co-operation. So this
movement is assuming a comprehen-
sive, all-embracing character. Now
Vinoba has sown the seed and
persuaded hundreds of thousands of
people to accept his concept. A new
kind of climate is created for the
idea to take root and germinate in
other fields.

Fagir Chand Bhatie,
B.A. II Year.



INDIA AFTER FIFTEEN YEARS

THiNGS are changing very rapidly in
the modern age. What was called
impossible in the past has become
possible in the present. There was a
time when we were called British
subjects, and some of us prided our-
selves on being called so.

After centuries, now our chains of
slavery have been shattered. And we
hope to have a glorious future as we
have a golden past.

The life of a nation is always
measured in terms of decades and
centuries, and the progress made by
India in the last few yearsshows that
in the next 15 years, there will be a
lotof changein India, with respect to
its administration, social order and
economic uplift. Now India is on the
move. After centuries of slumber,
the Indian masses are awakened and
electrified. India has also streng-
thened its internal order. Six hund-
red states which were the cause of
reaction and disturbance, have
ceased to exist, and are now a
part and parcel of the country.

Now India is proud of its new
name ‘‘Bharat”, the political capital
of Asia. In the last few years two
conferences on Asia and one con-
ference on Burma brought delegates
from 19 nations, as our guests. If the
progress remains in the existing
order, it is just possible that India
may become the undisputed leader
of Asia.

We are a nation of about 36 crores.

With an annual increase of five
million, in our population, we shall
by 1970 cross the 40 crore mark. It
means that we are 1/5th of the
human race. .

If countries like France, where
Governments change every few
months, and China, which has been
torn by civil wars, can be included
in the Big Five, India’s place among
them is sure.

At present India is short of her
food requirements by 10%,. We have
to import food to the value of
Rs. 175 crores per year. But it is
hoped that in the year 1970, the
question of our food imports will
have interest only for a historian.

In the next 15 years, the differ-
ence between a Hindu, a Sikh and a
Muslim would be un-intelligible and
their old feelings will be remem-
bered with the same amused interest
with which a Britisher reads of the
wars between England and Scotland,
that are now one.

In this industrial age, electricity
is the greatest factor determining
the strength of a country and India
expects much from its dams like
Nangal, Damoder Valley Corpora-
tion and Bhakra etc., which will
provide us with electricity to equip
our industries with the latest de-
signed electric machines. At present
there is a gulf of difference between
the rich and the poor, but if all the
sources of wealth are nationalized



and money is distributed equally
among the people, no such gap will
exist.

The other drawback in Indian
economy is our poor production in
agricultural products. Our farmers
are even more hardworking than the
farmers of any other country in the
world. The only difficulty is that
they cannot afford to use modern
scientific implements. But if the
government helps them properly it
is hoped that they will bring better
results in a short period.

At present our educational system
is also very faulty. Though life
itself is the greatest educational
institution yet we do not realize the
significance of the practical form of
education. Now the Government is
trying to lower the importance of
the degrees based on theoretical
knowledge only. The selection to the

highly paid posts will depend on the
real practical knowledge of an indi-
vidual. Our administrative jobs will
be filled by the cream of the masses
and all the factors like recommenda-
tion and favouritism will be totally
up-rooted. :

The refugee problem has mainly
been solved and now all these hands
will unite to help the government to
fulfil our aims. It is not only the
government which is to bring all
these changes, but also the people
who form the government. If they
determine to give a practical shape
to their desires and designs of India,
there is no reason why we should
not achieve our goal.

Our old culture and civilisation should
enliven the inspiring memories of our past
and quicken the growth of *Ram Rajya”

Inderjit,
B.A. II Year.

What shall I write on?

YEs, what shall I write on ? I have
always wanted to write something,
but everv time this question springs
up in my mind. I have spent hours
in wasteful thinking. Hundreds of
topics suggest themselves—yet, I
wonder and know not, what shall I
write on ?

Shall T write about the mysterious®
universe —the sun, the moon and the
countless stars, as they so beauti-
fully float in the sky ? Shall I write

on that strange phenomenon on
earth, called ‘life’—which has baffled
even saints and scholars ? Thus
Omar Khyam wrote :
A veil of mystery doth screen
from view,
The realm divine to which
we have no clue,
Thus puzzled end we in the
breast of earth,
And why, no one can know
or ever knew !
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So, how can I hope for success,
when such great masters have failed
to explain ? I think, a budding mind
like me must search for some near-
at-home topic.

Shall I write something about my
sweet mother-land ? Ah! how hard
we fought for our freedom and what
sacrifices we made under the banner
of our Bapu! But where is our old
enthusiasm now ? It has run dry in
the desert sand of despair. May be
there are angels like Shri Nehru. But
does one swallow make a summer ?
Unless the people co-operate and
unless there is something to inspire
them to action, there is no hope of
salvation. This is a very difficult
topic to deal with, so let me not
linger on with it any more and waste
my time. But then again the same
question remains there. What shall
I write on ?

Shall I turn to the film land and
tell some lively tales of some very
prominent actors and actresses ?
Good ! How happy the students will
be ! But I think, even this topic is
not suitable. Let me take up some
other one.

Shall I write on the bug-bear of
exams. ? Really, I am horrified even
to think of them. What cramming
of books! What hunting for notes !
and what burning of mid-night oil !
Good God ! All this trouble, just for
the sake of being called a ‘Graduate’.
Need I write anything about it ? Is
there any use ? No, let me turn to
some humorous topic.

Shall I write something about the
funny peculiarities of our worthy
professors ? There will be so much

10

giggling in the college corners. But
what if they read it ? So this shall
not do. Then what shall I write on ?
Should I talk of beauty, or need
I speak of the superior thought and
imaginations of the fair sex and their
charm and grace, which have ins-
pired men ever since the dawn of
creation and have led them by the
nose ? But these are facts visible to
every one knowing that “The hand
that rocks the cradle, rules the
world.”” Then why should I bother
myself to write any thing about it ?
Shall T write on fashions, on hair
styles, or shall I wax eloquent on
the colour and length of “Kameez ?”’
Shall I write on the matching san-
dals and the costly ward-robes ?
Oh ! Our country is poor enough !
Our saints say, “Simplicity is the
greatest of all the virtues.” So, T

must cease to think of fashions.
Then, shall I be pessimistic and
write on trials and tribulations ?
But no, you see these things are
common to every one. “Laugh and
the world laughs with you, weep

and you weep alone.”

For the sad old earth must

borrow its mirth,
But has troubles enough

of its own.
Shall I write about our society ? T
think, I should write no more than
to say, “Burn out the society that
burns you”. ’
The youth ought to spread light
and culture—then shall I flood the
world with optimism and sing of life
in a gay and bright manner ? But
how can I do so, when I am just a
student ? Have I the head or mind



to do so? Have I time? I look
around myself and find Shakespeare
on one side and Prem Chand on the
other. And then I have to learn
about democracy and the Quantity
Theory of Money and all the hell of
them to do. The fear of examina-
tions is always hanging over my

head like the sword of Democles. I
must rush through my book and
stop thinking of any such topic.
But again there is the same question
wandering in my mind and I.still
ask : What shall I write on?

Promila GQulats,
B.A. II Year.

THE WAYFARER OF HELL

Dr. Charles Nicholas was the inven-
tor of Atom Bomb which shook the
whole world. The Atom Bomb, which
devastated Hiroshima and Nagasaki
in the second world-war, was the
result of forty years of hard labour
of the famous Doctor.

Mary, the wife of Dr. Nicholas,
was a woman who possessed a kind
heart in her breast. She was a firm
believer in peace. Her kind hearted-
ness and desire for peace were en-
hanced by the company of Mr.
Sidney, a friend of her husband
and she began to believe in non-
violence. She requested her husband
neither to expose the secret of the
Atom Bomb to anybody nor sell it to
the government. But Dr. Nicholas
did not agree. He replied, “I have
wasted the invaluable forty years of
my life. Why should not I enjoy the
fruit of my labour? Mary felt
ashamed of it and left her husband ;
Nicholas remained busy in his ex-
periments in his laboratory in the

company of his old servant, Tom.

At last one day, the Doctor suc-
ceeded in selling his invention. A
representative of the President of
U.S.A. went to him and after
haggling for a few hours hesucceeded
in his mission and carried away with
him the Atom Bomb as well as the
concerned documents. But suddenly
after this incident Dr. Nicholas be-
came verv grave. The next day he
could not take his meals and kept on
watching the radio all the day as if
he was finding something very
important in it.

The Sun god sunk below the hori-
zon—darkness enveloped the whole
world— but he remained sitting there.
At that sordid and morbid moment
suddenly the radio broadcast, “A
large scale destruction of men and
property in Hiroshima—millions
killed—property worth millions
burnt to ashes —.”” He could hear no
more. He became almost dumb with
the shocking revelation. He closed
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the heavy eyelids of his eyes. After
a few minutes he began to babble
like insane people. He held his fore-
head in his hands and began to roam
in his room bewildered.

Next morning when he woke up
he was completely peaceful. He left
his bed and went to his drawing
room, where he began to pack his

luggage for his forthcoming journey.

He wrote something in his diary and
leapt outside—the very day he left
for Japan.

After reaching Japan he found
that Hiroshima had heen reduced to
dust. Smoke was rising from the
mounds of ashes till that time. The
West, who preached peace, had
played a terrible game of death and
destruction here. The beautiful and
prosperous Hiroshima had been
simply reduced to black and grey
ashes. The infants had died while
suckling the breasts of their mothers
—many had been buried in the
earth alive-—they had found in their
lives the bed of graves. All the men
who had still a gleam of energy had
run away from the city—but those
who had lost it in the explosion were
crying hoarse over the death of
humanity. No body cared about
them —every body was trying to
save his own soul. Nicholas was
pressing on the ashes of this once
great and prospearous city and watch-
ing all. His feet were digging in the
boiling lava. He scratched the ashes,
as if to find something out of it, but
could not get any thing but what
enhanced the smoke. His skin
turned black because of it. He moun-
ted the ruins of a big building and
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saw all round —all round there were
ashes and ashes, black and grey,
high and low—and —nothing except
ruins was visible. His conscience was
shocked on seeing all this. His soul
cried—*The inventor of such a de-
vastating Atom Bomb must go to
hell”—his lips parted—he cried—
““Yes, he must go to hell.”” He went
on repeating this sentence many
times. After this he climbed a half
burnt pole and engraved on it the
following sentence :—

“He shall go to hell who made
hell of this beloved town of Japan.”

The medical-aid-batch thought
him to be an Indian by the colour of
his skin and thinking him insane,
sent him to hospital. The doctor after
the medical examination, said, “The
intellect of this Indian has been
influenced by the Atom Bomb’’—-
and he began to get medical treat-
ment.

The news of Dr. Nicholag ‘run-
away’ from his laboratory was al-
ready published in the papers of
America. His wife endeavoured a lot
to search for him but in vain. Then
she asked for the help of her friend
Sidney. Sidney, because of his kind-
heartedness, was troubled on learning
about this large-scale devastation of
Hiroshima and was already plann-
ing to go there, but he postponed
his visit on the request of Mary. .
Both of them went to the laboratory
of Dr. Nicholas, but they could not
get anything from there by which
they could get any clue of him. They
became disgusted. While leaving the
place, they happened to read the
diary of Dr. Nicholas. On the last



page they found the following scrib-
bled :
I shall go to hell.”

But from this they could not get
any hint. At last feeling their failure,
they went to Japan because of their
kind-heartedness for the people of
Japan.

The condition of the injured per-
sons who were brought to the hospi-
tal was hopeless. Seeing this the
heart of Mary was deeply touched.
She disclosed her mind to a Doctor
named William. Dr. William was
arguing with her. He replied to
Mary during their talk, ‘Who knows
who had invented this horrible Atom
Bomb ?”” Mary was mum. Sidney
attempted to reply “Dr. Nicholas—
Dr. Nicholas who is a ‘runaway’—
has invented it”’—At that very mo-
ment a compounder came and said,
“Doctor! That mad Indian has again
got a fit. Make haste.” All of them
arrived at that place. Mary and
Sidney could not recognise him. H's
body was covered with his own
blood due to his madness—his eyes
were wild —he saw them and became
peaceful. He breathed a long breath
and began to murmer ‘ Alas, he shall

go to hell”.

Hearing this Mary and Sidney
became stunned. They said to the
doctor “Have you heard anything ?”
“Yes, he always murmurs this”, the
doctor replied with indifference.
Hearing this Sidney held the hand
of Nicholas and said ¢Nicholas!
This terrible condition ?—How— ?”’

All understood that the man who
reduced Hiroshima to ashes was not
a mad Indian but the inventor of
the Atom Bomb—Dr. Nicholas!
whose heart was burning even with
a greater flame than that of the
Atom Bomb.

After a while he raised his head
and said to Mary, ‘“Mary, you were
right on that day—I should not
have done this—Ah! Ishall go to
hell I shall go to hell-I—I’’ and
with these words his voice sank in
the:river of oblivion. His soul left
his burning body and—and went to
some other world—the world which
is full of sorrows and sufferings—.
At that time Mary cried—‘The way-
flalier of hel’—‘The wayfarer of

ell’.

Satish Chhabra,
Pre-Med. II Year.

FATE

It wasa very severe and cold winter
night. The stars were cold. They
looked frozen into so many pieces of
twinkling ice. The moon was still
colder, its pale flame burning in help-
less anger. The sky was also chilly

and dripping as if with tears. The
roads had been deserted by all ex-
cept the lamp posts condemned to
an eternal vigil,and a young boy who
was reading under a pole, with his
eyes very close to the cold face of a
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text-book. The light of the lamp post
was rather insufficient for he had to
strain his poor eyes, already covered
with thick glasses. And as the knife
of the chilly wind slowly stretched
its full length, he found it almost
impossible to read at all He could
not concentrate on the book due to
shivers that convulsed him every
now and then. To-night, however,
he felt an uncertain hurt somewhere
in his soul. He was reading on the
road-side, because inside his home
there was no light, no illumination
whatsoever. Hegotup all ofasudden
and started going home. While enter-
ing the inner door of his home, he
stumbled against the cot. Going to
his bed straightaway, he lay with
his small legs curled up. With a flood
of tears in his eyes, he whispered :
“What shall I do, mother ?”’ ““When
son ?”’ ““After studies, Mum ?’’ came
the quick reply. ¢After studies, of
course, you will become a big offi-
cial,” —because she had heard every-
where that education alone can
make one big. In a High School
where she had been working as a
cook, all were receiving education.
When some one asked her, if she had
a son, she said with pride, “Yes, I
have one.” “What is he doing ?”
“He is schooling,” she used to say
with exultation. It made her so
happy to say that her only son was
studying. But it surprised people
that such a poor old widow, could
send her son for schooling. Why
didn’t she put him to work ? And
she smiled to think that people did
not know that her son was to pro-
ceed to higher studies in a college.
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She had her plans to make him a big
man. In fact, she had been beating
about the dark present with a ray
of bright future. Her hopes had
sustained her so far, that bright
future of her son throbbed like a
hilarious song in her soul, and she
could give words to it also, some-
times. And when her son became
big, she would have comforts of all
sorts, a bigger and better house—
nice clothes —fruits and what not ?

A long time had passed since his
examination was over. Five days
over and above three months, since
his results had been declared. She
remembered the day, she had been
long awaiting. In fact, it marked
the fulfilment of her dreams. Out of
her joy she had distributed sweets
worth rupee one and annas four.
But “fate, poor fate,”” he could not
become a big man so easily. He went
out daily in search of a job, but he
came back daily with a long face and
a weary expression. He was getting
utterly disappointed and she was
getting more and more impatient.
She started quarrelling with the gods.
What were they doing ? A poor
mother of a poor scn, she was gett-
ing a more worried look than ever
Her low straight brow was now
shaded with white hair, and out of a
constant wavering between hope
and anxiety, she passed away from
this wretched world one day, leaving
her only son behind, a destitute
orphan. And who knows, whether
he is a big man by now or not !

Santo V. Sabhans,
B.A. Final.



LIFE IN THE LIGHT OF BIOLOGY

Brorogy is the science of life. How
life came on earth no one knows.
Several attempts have been made
to explain it, but no theory which
could hold ground has been put
forward so far.

Before Darwin’s time the theory
of special creation was in general
acceptance. Each animal or plant
was specially created by God, so
people believed, in the beginning
just as we find at the present time.
Two individuals of each kind were
produced—one male and the other
female and these pairs have given
rise to all the multitude of indivi-
duals of the various kinds of
organism living to-day. This belief
is based more on religious faith
than on scientific thought. Aristotle
believed that decaying meat gave
rise to flies and worms. Toads
and frogs were supposed to come
from mud. Nowadays such ideas
regarding the origin of life are
mentioned only to be ridiculed by
an intelligent person. Physicists
like Kelvin believed that life came
to the earth from some other
heavenly body which fell on the
earth from the sky. According to
him life has existed in the uni-
verse always, and is passed on
from one parent to the other at
intervals. Thus we find that there
-is no established view regarding the
origin of life. Life cannot be defined
but can be recognised by applying

certain tests. In this way we can
distinguish between the living and
the non-living.

With life the idea of movement
(locomotion) is very closely connect-
ed. But there are many non-living
things which also move e.g. a motor
car, a bullet or a meteor. Their
movements are, however, quite
distinct from those of the cow. An
engine or motor car is a man-made
machine and it can move only if
worked by a human hand. For the
movement of inanimate objects
some sort of external force is nece-
ssary, be it the jerk of gun powder
which ejects the bullet or the
gravity of the earth drawing the
meteor. The living organisms, on
the other hand, move spontaneously;
the movements are autonomous
and always come from within.

All living organisms have a definite
form and size constant within
certain limits. Non-living matter
varies very much both in form and
size. A crystal of copper sulphate
(nila thotha) may be of the size
of a sand grain or as large as a
football. Water and air have no
definite shape and size of their
own. The constancy of form and
size is one of the unique charac-
teristics of the living organisms.

All living things have a definite
organisation. They are composed
of microscopic units of life called
cells. In some plants (chlamydo-
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monas) and animals (amoeba) the
body consists of only one cell;
others, such as man or a common
tree, have innumerable cells compos-
ing their body. Groups of similar
cells performing the same functions
constitute a tissue e.g. muscle,
nerve, bone etc. Many tissues unite
to make an organ. The organs
work in perfect co-ordination. In
single-celled organisms there are no
tissues or organs, yet the life acti-
vities are performed in perfect co-
ordination by one cell alone, though
on a much simpler scale.

In non-living things any organiza-
tion depends entirely on the consti-
tuents and their mode of formation.
Most living beings have individuality
and a living organism is a concrete
unit. Though we can have half of a
brick or quarter of a crystal of
sodium chloride (common salt) we
cannot have half a horse or three
quarters of a cow. In some cases,
though, half an animal or three
quarters of a plant can be had but it
would soon put forth the missing
part and live as a complete unit.

One ought to say that the cell
alone would distinguish the living
from the non-living and it would be
quite correct. What makes the cell
so- important is its contents—the
protoplasm. So long as protoplasm
i8 active the organism lives ; there-
after it dies. The protoplasm is a
jelly-like, colourless, translucent sub-
stance somewhat resembling the
white of an egg. Under the micro-
scope the protoplasm has granular,
frothy or colloidal appearance. The
biologists, however, are not unani-
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mous in their acceptance of the
structure of protoplasm.

The composition of protoplasm is
very complex. 1t contains proteins,
fats, carbohydrates, water, salts and
gases besides other things. I'he pro-
toplasm is the seat of much intense
chemical activity and hence its
composition is never the same at any
given time. The activities of the
protoplasm are those of maintenance,
automatic repair and growth.

Energy is required for these acti-
vities to go on. This energy is libe-
rated through an extremely slow
process of burning (oxidation) of the
food constituents in the protoplasm.
These constituents combine with
oxygen which is taken in during
respiration and the energy releasing
combustion occurs. This means that
the tissues are broken down during
oxidation ; but fresh supply of food
not only makes up the loss comp-
letely but also adds to the general
bulk of the living matter. This is
how automatic repair and growth
Occur. Lifeless things, like crystals
and stones, also grow but it is simple
deposition of similar material. The
living organisms grow by transform-
ing non-living material into the
living matter of which their body is
made. If a boy and his cycle get
smashed up in a common accident,
the injuries to the boy will auto-
matically heal in due course of time,
while the damage to the bicycle will
not. If the process of breaking down
exceeds that of building up the liv-
ing matter undergoes decay ; finally
death follows.

Living matter is continually dying



but as continually creating itself.
Living things have the power of
reception and respond to the exter-
nal stimuli such as heat, light,
touch, ete. This is known as sensiti-
vity. If a nail is driven into a stone
or wood they do not cry of pain but
a pin prick in our finger will make
us draw our hand. Non-living matter
does not respond to external stimuli.

Reproduction is the phenomenon
by means of which every living indi-

vidual, whether an animal or a
plant, tends to increase its race and
the power to do so is inherent. The
inanimate things may also multiply
but it would be a mechanical process
of splitting or breaking.

Thus we conclude that life is a
puzzle and so far we do not know
how life came on the earth or what
it actually is.

Sudha Abbi,
Pre-Medscal 11Year.

The Earth and the Life over its Surface

THE doctrine of organic evolution is
now a well established fact. The
present-day organisms have evolved
from the pre-existing ones by a
gradual series of changes on varied
but definite patterns ; and the most
simple ancestors have given rise to
most complex successors. All these
changes have taken ages. Life on
the earth, though old enough, com-
paratively is only a recent arri-
val. The earth is said to be some
50,03,02,600 years old. There is,
however, too much of dispute over
the question, and perhaps the matter
will never be settled. The determi-
nation of the exact age of the earth
is by no means easy, and the calcula-
tions involved are so complicated
that a mistake of a million years is
trivial.

When we talk of the earth’s age,
there must be a method of estimat-

ing it. There are, however, two very
interesting methods which are most
commonly employed for the purpose.
We shall take them one by one. The
rocks of the earth’s crust are divided
into two classes according to their
origin : sedimentary and igneous.
The latter are produced asa result
of intense heat and pressure. The
sedimentary rocks are formed as a
result of gradual precipitation from
solutions, or of secretions by organ-
isms.

The age of the earth is calculated
by estimating the rate at which the
rock particles suspended in water
get deposited to form layers one
above the other. The thickness of
the rocks being known age can easily
be worked out. The geological re-
cords show that the sedimentary
rocks are 10 miles thick, and that
nearly two billion years are required
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to form such rocks.

The second method is very tedious
but accurate. It is based on the fact
that the radio-active minerals—ura-
nium and thorium, contain lead,
the proportions of which depend
upon the age of the mineral in
question. The mineral disintegrates
spontaneously forming lead at cons-
tant rates ; the proportions of lead
and the radio-active element in the
mineral enable us to calculate the
age of the latter. Knowing the age
of the mineral the age of the rock
containing it can easily be calculated.

However, our knowledge of what
life was in the past is based on the
traces left in the rocks by plants
and animals in the form of fossils.
Fossils may be defined as impres-
sions, remains or traces of plants or
animals or both left in the rocks.
Each age from the beginning of life
on the earth—3,00,30,26,000 years
ago—has left evidence of its existence
in the sediments of the earth. How-
ever, these sediments are found
originally on the surface of land in
the form of mud or other soft mate-
rial. As plants and animals die, their
remains sink into the soft sediment.
As layers of sediments are laid in
the process of rock formation the
remains of animals are gradually
replaced by mineral matter to create
a permanent impression more or less
in the form of casts. Life trapped in
between the rocks during upheavals
in the earth’s crust is, in many cases,
preserved as fossils.

This process has been going on for
ages ; generally only the hard parts
of the body are preserved. It may
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be either completely or partly re-
placed by mineral. Even when the
original is completely replaced the
cast resulting from the pattern of
the mineral is distinct enough to
tell its own tale. Fossilization takes
place better if remains of the organ-
isms are covered up by the rock
particles or protected and carbo-
nized before the decay bacteria can
cause any damage. Absence of oxy-
gen is rather an essential factor for
nice preservation as decay m<ans
oxidation. Organisms with shells or
other hard parts are more likely to
be fossilized than those without
them ; for this reason very primi-
tive and soft plants are rarely fossi-
lised. Unfortunately fossils are in-
capable of giving any information
about the internal anatomy of the
petrified life ; but they throw much
light on the form and the shape of
the specimens concerned.

We know that in the formation of
the sedimentary rocks the oldest
occur at the bottom of the series,
while youngest at the top. Natur-
ally the oldest strata contain the
fossils of the ancient life only, and
the recently formed those of the
newer arrivals. Actually each layer
of the sedimentary rocks represents
a geological era—stretches of time
extending over millions of years—-
older than the one immediately
above it.

For obvious reasons fossil-records
are not complete and, perhaps, could
never be, yet it is beyond doubt
that plants and animals living in
our age have been derived from
those of the preceding one by a series



of gradual physical and physiological
changes and the accumulation of
such changes through the long geo-
logical periods has resulted in evolu-
tion from very simple ancestors to
most complex successors.

Life first appeared on the earth
more than 1,600 million years ago.
Bacteria and primitive plants known
as blue-green were the sole represen-
tatives of life then. Later other
forms of life, both plants and ani-
mals, made their appearance in
course of time. Many plants and
animals rose to dominance in differ-
ent ages and then perished for good.
We do not come across their like
to-day and such life is termed ex-
tinct. To give one instance, about

120 million years ago reptiles rose to
dominance. Some of these reptiles
attained gigantic and fearful forms
and lorded over the earth for some-
time and finally perished. Towards
the decline of the reptilian age birds
and mammals came into existence.
Man, surprising though it may
appear, is the most recent arrival
having made his appearance some
26,000 years ago. Who comes to do-
minate the earth next is a big ques-
tion mark. Some biologists seriously
believe that insects are man’s strong-
est rivals in the evolutionary race.
But, excuse me, I beg to differ.

Jawahar L.V, ‘Ashant
Pre- Medical 2nd year.

A TREK TO AMARNATH

“It was a miracle of rare device,
A sunny pleasure— dome, with caves of ice.”

Thus dreamed Coleridge in his
fragmentary yet masterly conception
of Kubla Khan’s palace. His dream
would have been realized—in part at
least—if he could have been persuad-
ed to make a pilgrimage to the holy
cave of Amarnath in the paradisal
valley of Kashmir.

I had heard so much about the
beauty and witchery of this sacred
shrine that a desire to visit the
spot at the first opportunity lay
nearest to my heart. This desire
was at last realized during the last

summer vacation when a trek to the
holy cave was successfully comp-
leted.

The augustus cave stands at an
altitude of 13,000 ft. and is sepa-
rated by 28 tough miles from
Pahalgam—the first stage of the
pilgrimage. It is at Pahalgam that
you make arrangements for the trip,
and hire your ponies or ‘dandies’ as
your needs or means dictate. A
‘dandi’ may be described as a
covered easy-chair carried on two
poles. As many as six bearers are
needed to ply this conveyance over
rough boulders and steep hills, and
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the standard hire for a trip to
Amarnath and back is about one
hundred rupees. These terms (as
all such terms in the valley) exclude
the “bakhshish,”” which you are sup-
posed to shower generously on your
‘sweating supports.’ Assuch, a ‘dandi’
is either a luxury for the few rich or
a necessity for the old and theinfirm.
A riding pony costs you about 20
rupees, and is well within the means
of an average visitor. For those,
who are strong and sturdy enough to
relish the thrill of trekking there is
nothing like walking which combines
economy with adventure. Of course,
a pack-pony to carry your beddings
and rations is an absolute necessity.

Choosing the last said measure, I
decided to set off for the cave on
the morning of 30th June, 1955. The
path to Amarnath is normally de-
clared open in the beginning of
August, when on the occasion of the
full moon, thousands of devotees
from all corners of the country
march in a procession to the altar
of Lord Shiva. Because of late snow-
fall this year the path was feared to
be hazardous at the time I con-
templated the trip. But as my vaca-
tion was drawing to a close I could
not afford to postpone the trip des-
pite the risks it entailed. Under the
circumstances, I could, with diffi-
culty, get one companion who
agreed to undertake the journey—
of-course, on horse-back.

Early in the morning of 30th June,
I left my bed and came out of the
tent to look at the sky which had
been cloudy of late. There was no
rain, but the cumuli persisted. This
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dampened our spirits a bit, but we
did not give up our resolve, and
rushed through the various errands
preliminary to our departure. Every-
thing was ready by 9-00 A.M. ; only
the pack-pony was awaited. But we
were suddenly let down by the con-
tractor who told us at the eleventh
hour that no pony could be made
available. We were annoyed, but
this did not deter us. We hired two
porters and entrusting our luggage
to them, left Pahalgam at about
11-00 A.M. intent on reaching Shesh-
nag by the evening after covering
16 miles.

The path lies over a picturesque
range of hills, beautiful and verdant,
with streaks of snow sliding along
the slopes down into the gurgling
stream which keeps you company
right up to its main spring—the
Sheshnag Lake. The shifting scenes
of nature with an ever-enhanced
glory beckon you at every step,
softening the rigours of the journey
which else would be a sore trial.
The bountiful goddess has set qaite
a number of snow-water spouts on
the way to refresh the weary travel-
ler. Thus tempted by the beauty of
nature, we continued our march
over an undulating path passing by
a couple of way-side villages, where
we were greeted by a throng of ill-
clad and ill-fed children—-though here
and there, one could discern women
young and old—begging ‘‘bakh-
shish”—and it was a job dodging
them. This disgraceful custom of
begging prevails all over the valley,
and is perhaps the legacy of the
British rule in India, for our erst-



while masters, drunk with the delight
of power, treated us no better than
beggars prowling for orts. Let us
hope that the dawn of democracy
instils a sense of self-respect and
dignity in the down-trodden Kash-
miris.

After a three-hour exercise of my
legs—when I kept pace with my
riding companion—wée covered the
first eight miles of our journey and
reached Chandanwari—a beautiful
bowl of verdure, set like an emerald
in the heart of hills. A few hutments
standing on either side of the way
provide food and shelter to the de-
vout pilgrims. We deposited our-
selves in the chairs spread under an
improvised tent, and placed an
order for lunch which was smartly
served by the Sikh proprietor of that
booth. After a hearty meal we laid
ourselves down on the turf under
the vitalising sun, and waited for
our coolies to join us Two hours
passed, and there was no sign of
our sturdy mountaineers. We grew
anxious, and apprehended all sorts
of chances that might befall us. An-
other hour passed, and yet our por-
ters could not be spotted anywhere.
“Perhaps they have slunk away with
our luggage,” we thought, and de-
voutly wished it had not happened.
My companion sent his horseman in
search of the coolies, and as there
was no possibility of our proceeding
further that day, we too retraced
our steps for about a mile and sat
on an elevated hillock with our eyes
fixed on the distant path that we
had trodden so gleefully only a few
hours back. At long last two mov-

ing specks appeared in the distance,
which, as they approached nearer,
became clearer, and turned out to be
our seemingly stout porters, who
had bravely done the first 8 miles of
the 28 mile-trek in 7 hours only.
Obviously, we could not hope to
reach our destination if we banked
on their strength. We, therefore, dis-
missed them, and through the
resourcefulness of our horseman
managed to engage one pack-pony
for the rest of the journey.

Perforce, we spent the night in
the Tourist’s hut, and resumed our
onward march the next morning at
6-15. As we emerged from the hut-
lined path we stood face to face with
the glorious spectacle of the famous
snow-bridge of Chandanwari; gurg-
ling waters of the Sheshnag stream
were advancing headlong through
thick deposits of age-long snow
arched like a colossal bridge. It
is nothing less than a miracle for
those of us who have never heard of
a snow-bridge. As I admired this
wonder of nature my lips sponta-

neously uttered:

No hand of man, could ever paint,
A sight so grand to see,

Waters rushing through rocks of snow,
O God, it thrilleth me !

Cautiously treading over slippery
snow we crossed over to the other
side of the bridge, and soon started
climbing the awe-inspiring “Pissu
Ghati,”’ standing stern and sheer
with its head in the clouds. My
companion dismounted the horse in
view of the steep ascent, and both
of us gathered our strength to climb
the forbidding height. Fresh as we
were, we pressed on and on. Now
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pausing for breath, and now pushing
ahead, we at last found ourselves at
the peak of the hill, where a fine
stretch of grassy meadows afforded
the much wanted relaxation to our
legs. As we emerged on the top we
were greeted by the sheep-dogs of
Bakkarwals—bearded nomads who
had chosen that pastoral lawn to
feed their flock, which is the main
source of their subsistence. The bark-
ing of their curs was soon replied by
a stray dog on ourside, who, strange
to say, had joined us in the pilgrim-
age from Chandanwari. Admiring
this phenomenal fidelity I patted
the dog, who despite a limping leg,
kept close to our heels and served
as a loyal companion.

From there to the Sheshnag Lake
there was not much of a climb, but
we had to wade through heaps of
snow at several points, which be-
numbed our feet and forced us to
slip on our grass-shoes, of which I
carried two pairs. We were walking
at a height of over 11,000 ft., with
gaunt stern rocks standing in their
leafless grandeur on our left, and
tall snow-clad peaks on the right.
At one place we had to ford through
a torrential stream, where one care-
less step would have easily ended
our pilgrimage, sending us down
into a deadly ravine. But all went
well, and at about 10-00 A.M. we
reached the Sheshnag Lake. Stand-
ing on the bank of this spacious lake,
I felt a joy unfelt before. The bluish
green expanse of water with tiny
ice-bergs floating on its bosom pre-
sented a feast for the eyes. The
images of the snow-covered hills
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surrounding the two sides of the
limpid lake stood reflected in the
water, enhancing its beauty. There
in the distance rose the dazzling
range of the Kohinoor mountains,
almost unparalleled in their radiant
grandeur. We relaxed ourselves for
nearly half-an hour on the soft sedge
on the edge of this Elysian lake, at
a height of over 13,000 ft. and after
a refreshing repast of bread and
butter, which we carried with us, we
cast a lingering glance on the lovely
lake, and resumed our trek.
Thenceforward, we were travelling
over a different earth. Verdure and
vegetation of the first 16 miles were
now changed into endless stretches
oi snow, slippery and treacherous at
times. With our eyes fixed bzlow we
moved forward with utmost caution,
testing the strength of the snow
with our walking-stick before ven-
turing to put forth the entire weight
of our body. At many places we
found ourselves suddenly submerged
upto knees in the soft strata of snow,
and it was an effort struggling out of
it. Our pack-pony, as also the riding
pony of my companion, got similarly
stuck many a time, and it was fun
watching us all helping them out of
this pulpy trap. The faithful dog,
whom I, thenceforth, called Amar,
for he was an unswerving devotee of
Shree Amarnath Ji, stood at my
side, wagging his tail and sym-
pathetically watching our lot. Thus
falling and floundering we pushed
on, and before long stood on the
highest point of our trek—the
Mahagunas Pass at an altitude of
15,000 ft, where we enjoyed the real



thrill of the Himalayan beauty at its
wildest and best. From horizon to
horizon there lay before us the un-
broken vistas of untouched snow,
blindingly white under the bright
sunshine. Down at our feet were
the small sinuous streams of molten
snow sparkling like glass. To appre-
ciate its glory one must witness it for
oneself.

From that place to Panchtarni, a
distance of 5 miles, we had to climb
down by over 2,500 ft. The descent
though not as arduous as the ascent,
required still greater precaution, as
it involved greater risks of slipping
and falling. During this part of our
journey we came across a big herd
of sheep proceeding army-like in
search of luscious lawns beyond the
holy cave. These animals, guided as
they were by instinct, which some-
time is saner than intellect, were
running over the narrow snow-ridge
without any fear of slipping down,
and so were their shepherd boys
frisking about fearlessly as if on
solid ground.

We reached Panchtarni, the last
halt before Amarnath, at about
3-00 P.M. and stretched ourselves
in front of the few tottering huts,
one of which was to be our resting
place at night. Lying there we sur-
veyed the pleasant panorama of
snow-striped hills spreading out in
all directions. The holy cave lay
only four miles ahead, and our horse-
men wanted us to touch the destina-
tion that very evening and return to
Panchtarni at night. But, tired as
we were, we could not agree to their
proposal which could have enabled

us to reach Pahalgam about one
day in advance.

A cup of tea was our immediate
need, but there being no firewood
we had to be content with a glass of
ice water followed by a cold and
stale refection. We were thinking of
selecting a hut out of the two lying
vacant, when a party of about 20
people, with as many horses and
about half the number of pack-
ponies, also made its appearance on
the spot. Fearing the overcrowding
of these huts, we hastened to
spread out our bedding in one cor-
ner of the dirty and dingy room,
more fit to lodge the ponies than
their riders. Over-crowding was in-
evitable; and before long there was
huddled up in that barrack a varie-
gated mass of humanity— horsemen
with their harness and accessories,
and pilgrims with their beddings
and rations, all squeezed in that
shed. Soon they lighted four or five
fires inside the room (for they had
brought fuel with them) making it
horribly smoky and stuffy. We felt
like objecting to this, but thought
that we had no right to do so.
Sleeping there was a vain effort, and
it was after midnight when we
could wink our eyes after their noise
had subsided. But another disturb-
ance drove away our slumber. The
sky which had been cloudy of late
burst down in the form of heavy

rain, which came pattering right on -

our heads through the big holes in
the roof above. Shifting and shuffl-
ing ensued ; people spread out their
umbrellas and rain-coats over them
without opening their slumberous
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eyes. The scene lasted for about
half an hour when the fury of the
rain god cooled down and we again
dozed off to get up at five in the
morning.

By 6 o’clock on July 22nd, 1955
we were ready to start for the
sacred altar of Amarnath. The faith-
ful dog whom we had altogether for-
gotten in the confusion of the night,
stood, as if by magic, at our heels,
and notwithstanding the severity of
sleet and snow, shook off his langour
to consummate his pilgrimage. We
were soon pacing over a difficult and
dangerous path, lying under a cover
of snow, and imagining the picture
of the cave to come. Presently we
were joined by the pujari of the
holy shrine, who sensing his clients
going before him, left his slumber,
and hastened to entrap us. On the
way he narrated to us the legend
elustering round the cave. Lord
Shiva and his devoted Parbati, so
the myth goes, had in time imme-
morial chosen this land of lakes and
hills for -their godly rambles. They
had a magic bark which could sail
from one lake to another traversing
the entire valley. Thus they lived on
for ages, when a saint, Kashyp by
name, won the heart of the god by
dint of his worship. When asked to
name a boon in reward of his devo-
tion, he demanded this vale of the
god. The favourite dell of Lord
Shiva was thus transferred to Kashyp
Rishi, from whose name it got its
present name of Kashmir. Lord
Shiva then moved further up, and
chose this lofty cave as his seat of
worship. To the eye of faith the
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Lord is ever present in the form of
the ¢ice-lingam’ which forms itself
automatically, and waxes and wanes
with the changing moon, being lar-
gest on the full moon occasion.
Thus in the company of that
priest we covered the last four miles
of our trek and stood at the foot of
the massive cave a little before 10-00
AM. A sacred stream, popularly
known as the Amarganga, flows near
this shrine and is supposed to possess
the quality of purging away one’s
sins. We washed our faces in the
sacred water and climbed up the
stairs which soon brought us to the
150 ft. wide mouth of the cave.
There on the right before us stood
the ice-formed image of Lord Shiva,
about 4 ft. high and of sufficient
girth, formed symmetrically by the
unerring hand of nature. Shouting
“Jai” to Shri Amarnath we bowed
down to this holy image, feeling
exultant that we had realized our
long-cherished desire. On the left side
were two other similar but smaller
images of ice representing Ganesh
and Parbati. There in the cave we
also saw a few pigeons supposed to
be immortal. Our faithful ally, Amar,
was also admiring this miracle
of nature expressing his ecstacy
through his guttural snarls accom-
panied with his ever swishing tail.
We spent about 40 minutes at the
cave, talking most of the time to a
Nepalee Sadhu, who for the first .
time in the history of Kashmir, had
survived one dreary winter in a
frozen niche of this snow-laden cave.
He appeared to bea “Hath-yogi”
who had voluntarily imposed this



penance on him for the purification
of his soul.

The scientific mind of to-day can
easily brush aside all supernatural
glamour attached to this shrine, by
calling the image a mere collection

Smile a

An extremely attractive girl was
sitting in the corner of a railway
carriage with her young man beside
her and her little niece on her lap.

While the train was going through
a dark tunnel other passengers in
the carriage suddenly heard the
little girl exclaim : ‘“Please kiss me
too, auntie Joan !”’

“Elsie,” replied Aunt Joan quick-
ly, “You should say ‘Kiss me twice.’
Kiss me two is bad grammar.”

o0 o o

A woman’s anguished voice shrill-
ed over the telephone, “Oh officer,
two youngmen are trying to get into
my room through the window.”

“Sorry, lady,”” was the reply.
“You have made a mistake. This is
not the police-station. This is the
fire-station.”

“Oh, I know that,” said the voice,
impatiently, “It’s the fire station
I am after. They need a longer
ladder.”

o o o

Professor. Mathematics is the
most fascinating of studies. One can
obtain astonishing results. If I take
the year of my birth, divide by my
telephone number and subtract my
wife’s age, I get my size in collars.

The microphooneo was thrust before
the winning jockey, and the very em-

of icicles, but standing there it is
not so easy to explain away the
mystery. And I, for one, returned
to Pahalgam profoundly stirred and
enriched spiritually.

K.C. Kanda, M .A.

While

barrassed hero was asked to address

the nation. Breathlessly he said:

“May I take this opportunity to pay

a tribute to the other jockeys,

without whose co-operation my

Ectc:ry would have been impossi-
e.’

o o0 o

“The pig, children, is a most use-
ful animal,” said the teacher. “We
use its head for brawn, its legs for
ham, its bristles for brushes. What
else do we use the pig for?” “Please,
Miss,”” said one small child, “We
use its name when we want to be

rude.”
o O O

The girl was very rich and the
young man was poor but honest. She
liked him, but that was all, and he
knew it. One night he had been a
little tenderer than usual.

“You are rich,” he ventured.

“Yes, she replied frankly. “I am
worth one million dollars.”

“%Vill you marry me?” he asked.

13 O.”

“I thought you wouldn’t.”

“Then why did you ask me?”

Oh, just to see how a man feels
when he loses one million dollars.”

Arjan Das Menghani,
Prep. Science.
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The College Chronicle

THE new year has been a year of
prosperity and all round expansion.
The number of students on the
rolls of the college has increased
from 260 to 325. We have maintain-
ed the pace of expansion of the
last year. We can safely look for-
ward to a further increase in our
numbers next year: we hope we
shall be 400 strong. Already the
college, particularly during the
first half of the day, seems to be
overcrowded. There is the usual
shoulder-rubbing in the corridors
when the bell goes and the classes
shift from one room to another.
Occasionally the library counter
is surrounded by ‘“borrowers” and
the reading room ‘‘all full.” The
Girls’ Common Room looks like
a crowded ‘‘show room’ in the
morning and like a “restaurant”
during the recess. No wonder,
there are 80 of them huddled in
the room! They are a cheerful lot.
The Boys’ Common Room has even
now one Table-tennis table whereas
the number of players has more
than doubled. The result is that
beginners have not many opportu-
nities of picking up the game. Till
last year students could play bad-
minton during the recess in one
of the quadrangles or in the hall.
As the hall has been fitted with
electric lamps and fans—and the
quadrangles with their pleasing green
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surfaces have been reserved for ‘“‘gen-
tle squatters’’ of both sexes—players
of badminton have perforce migrated
to the Boys’ Common Room. Only
‘stray birds’ may be seen hopping
on the deck-tennis court.

The lecture rooms have been
furnished with gallery desks. This
increases the seating capacity and
makes teaching effective. Electric
lights were put in during the
summer holidays and fans are being
installed now. The hall is being
equipped with a mechanism for
a trailer-curtain for the college
Dramatic Club. The outer -corri-
dor along the library has been
converted into a reading room for
students so that the library room
may be available for serious reading.
A counter has been provided and
the students will no longer ‘suffer the
inconvenience’ of reclining over the
Librarian’s desk : they will have to
stand erect.

The Staff

The increase in the number of
students has not resulted in any
increase in the number of the mem-
bers of the Staff. But there have -
been a few changes and additions.
Dr. P. C. Chakravarti, our Vice-
Principal, is on partial deputation
with the Board of the History
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of the Freedom Movement. As he
could not devote full time to the
History of the Freedom Movement
he has been relieved of teaching
the Preparatory class. Shri Daljit
Arora, M.A., has been appointed as
part-time Lecturer in History.

Shri V.B. Amar, Lecturer in Poli-
tical Science and Civics, has been
replaced by Shri V.N. Khanna, M.A.
Shri L R Batra has been appointed
Lecturer in Biology in a temporary
capacity in the leave-vacancy of
Shri Madan. Shri Suresh Chandra
Gupta has become a full-time Lec-
turer in Hindi.

The Office

Last year an additional post of a
Cashier was sanctioned. Shri B.L.
Bhutani has been appointed.

The College Union

As a result of the election of the
Office-bearers of the the College
Union held in August, 1955, the
following were elected : —

President ... Parmanand
Bhardwaj

Secretary ... Youdishter

' Dev Tej Pal

Class Representatives :

B.A. III year ... Ram Lal

B.A. IT year . Ripushodan
Gopal

B.A. I year ... MotiAswani

Pre-Medical ... Naresh Chander

Qualifying ... Arjun Das
Menghani

Nominated Members :

Kulwant Singh
Saroj Sehgal

Shri D. S. Bhalla has been made
Adviser in place of Shri R.K. Sud.

The Union observed the “Goa
Martyrs’ Day’”’ on Tuesday, the 16th
of August, 1955. Besides students,
Principal Harish Chandra also spoke
on the occasion. He advised the
students to imbibe the spirit of the
Day and realize the significance of
sacrifice for a noble cause.

The inaugural meeting of the Union
was held on Saturday, the 10th of
September, 1955. It was addressed
by the Principal. He told the stu-
dents what Education should
mean. Acquisition of knowledge by
itself was not enough ; its practical
application to life was more impor-
tant. In that way alone could cha-
racter be built and personality
developed. He also stressed the im-
portance of discipline in life. He
said that it was not something based
on fear or fright but something
which made the mind realize its
duty towards itself and towards
others.

The following programme will be
observed during the rest of the

year :—
8 October, 1955. Declamation
Contest in
Hindi.
22 October, 1955. Debate in
English.

12 November, 1955. English Reci-
tation (Prize
Contest).
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26 November, 1955. Debate in
English
(Prize De-
bate).

Inter-Class
Radio Play
Contest.

Extempore
Speaking in
Hindi.

Annual Picnic

Inter-College
Prize De-
bate.

Variety Enter-
tainment.

- 3 December, 1955.
14 January, 1956.

28 January, 1956.
13 February, 1956.

28 February, 1956.

The Hindi Parishad

Election of the Office-bearers of
the Parishad was held in the first
week of August, 1955. The following
were elected to the Executive Com-

mittee : —
Advisers ... Miss Raj Kumari
Mathur.
Shri Suresh
Chandra Gupta.
President .. Krishan
Kumar.
Secretary .. Chander Sethi
Joint-Secre- ... Ranjit Singh
tary
Treasurer . Ripushodan
Gopal.
Class Representatives :
B.A.III year ... Ram Lal
B.A. II year ... Suman Luthra
B.A. I year ... Harish Chander
Prep-Arts . Gargi Gupta

Prep-Science ... Arjun Dass
The first meeting of the Parishad
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took place on the 27th of August,
1955. Many students participated in
the proceedings. The items consisted
of stories, poems and essays written
by students. Items contributed by
ShriSuresh Chander Gupta, Surender
Nath, Promilla Gulati and Vijay
Narayan were highly appreciated.

The Sindhi Literary Society

The following were elected to the
Advisory Committee of the Sindhi
Literary Society for the year 1955-

56 :—
Adviser ... ShriS.M. Jhangiani
President ... Santo Sabhani
Secretary ... Moti Aswani
Members :

Pushpa Butani
Mira Badlani
Thakur Moti
Ramani
Narain
Ramrakhiani

The Society aims at creating a
sense of discipline in its members
and at developing their personality.
With this view the Society orga-
nized a picnic at the Qutab. 1t was a
great success.

The Society held two meetings.
It proposes to hold debates, essay
competitions, literary gatherings and
also to invite famous writers, poets
and persons of eminence to address
the members.

The Political Science Society

The Political Science Society has
been formed with a view to train



the students in the art of public
speaking and to give them knowledge
and information about things beyond
the scope of their books by organiz-
ing debates, symposiums and by
inviting distinguished persons to
lecture and throw light upon various
current topics of national and inter-
national importance.

The following are the members of
the Executive Committee for the
year 1955-56 :—

Adviser . Shri V.N. Khanna
President ... Sudesh Kumari
Vice-Presi- ... A.P. Verma
dent
Secretary ... C.P. Sahni
Joint-Secre- Tarun Kumar
tary

The first meeting of the Associa-
tion was held on the 30th August,
1955. A Prize Debate in Hindi was
organized for the day. The subject of
the debate was: ‘In the opinion of
this House the experiment of Demo-
cracy in India has proved to be a
success.” Fourteen students from
different classes participated in the
debate. Raghunath Singh, Vijay
Narayan and Gargi Gupta got the
first, second and third prize respec-
tively.

The members visited the Parlia-
ment in session on the 9th of Sep-
tember, 1955.

The Philatelic Society

Mr. C.N. Chandra, I.C.S., Secre-
tary, Ministry of Rehabilitation,
Government of India, addressed the
students of the college last year on

the educative value of stamp-collect-
ing. The interest stimulated by him
has .led to the formation of The
Philatelic Society under the able
and expert guidance of Shri V.N.
Pasricha.

Science Association

The following are the Office bearers
of the Science Association for the

year.
President ... Shri P.M. Kaul.
General ... Shri R.P. Budhiraja
Secretary.
Secretary ... Satish Chander

Chhabra
Class Representatives:—
Pre-Medical... Dev Raj Chitkara

II year.
Pre-Medical .. Naresh Dua
I year.
Qualifying ... Prem Parkash
Section A. Batra
Suresh Oberoi
Section B ... Suresh Chander
Kapoor
Tej Bhan

Extension Lecture

Shri V. N. Khanna delivered an
extension lecture on “The Spread
of Communism in Eastern Europe.”
He explained that the fundamental
principle on which communism is
based is that of class war, its ulti-. -
mate aim being to bring about a
world revolution as a result of
which a class-less society will come
into being. The use of “force” in
furthering its objective, in the
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opinion of the learned lecturer, was
‘“‘andemocratic.”

In the discussion that followed
the lecturer was asked that almost
all Governments in the world say
that they are the representatives
of the people but which one of them
is really telling the truth?. Will it
not be better to say with Pope:

For forms of Government let fools

contest ;

Whate’er is best administered is

best ?

(This reminds us of what a charac-
ter says in a recently published
play: “Love and Lunacy” by
Peter Philip:—

“At any given time

For Our Contributors

at the earliest.

corrections.
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Secretaries of Associations, Clubs and the College
Union are requested to send in their Reports

Write on one side of the page. Leave space for

The truth must be that version of
the facts
That’s most convenient to those
in powers;...... ”

Editor)

Social Service

To help the sufferers in the
recent floods boys and girls of the
college collected 13 maunds of atta,
2 maunds of dal, 170 old clothes
and over Rs. 425 in cash. They
went round. The inspiring genius
was Miss Raj Kumari Mathur. The
members of the Staff and the Sub-
ordinate Staff are contributing to
the fund. (A fuller report will be
published later).

Articles in English, Hindi and Urdu should reach |
the Editors before 1st February, 1956. !
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ACROSS vast spaces and vast times he strode
buoyed upon the hopes of an ancient race
achieving  courage out of dark  despair.
Like a huge serpent resting coil on coil
slept the vast country in involuted sloth,
but a breath of life stirs every vein—
for Gandhi breuks the charm of magic sleep,
brings  back life till age-long  lassitude
drops like old dead skin from frozen lmbs,

A puny figure strides  upon  the scene

of vast and elemental suffering ;  Strides
against a  background  where  slow  death
paints in dull phantasmagoral grey

the end of all endeavour, hope and faith.
What secret magic transforms the scene ?
Whence springs forth a deep abiding force
that thrills the landscape with abundant life,
till  the puny figure dominates the scene,
over vast and elemental suffering  triumphs,
and with new birth’s pang and radiance shoots
the landscape’s dull  phantasmagoral  grey ?

The static, dead and  slothful  continent
thrills to a new song of hope, of forward move.
The momentum gathers, the musses shake
and strain and quiver for the onward march
from slow decaying death to resplendent life.

A lone figure stands upon the sands of time,
stands upon the shores of India’s timeless space,
draws  upon its  vast  primeval wells
of granite suffering and immemorial  hopes ;
Launches  India’s  resistless caravan
into adventures new, perilous path
where out of Life’s substance must be carved
new  values, new direction, order new—
Gandhi, Mahatma, India’s leader, India’s soul.

Shri Humayun Kabir
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TO MY STUDENTS®

Dear Madam,

PERHAPS you are not aware
that I fight shy of rushing into print.
If you were, you would have been
more kind and would not have
mobilised your irresistible powers of
persuasion in compelling me to write
for the ‘Desh’. But I can understand.
‘Desh’ is your pet child and you are
naturally anxious that it should be
fed on various kinds of food and grow
up into healthy manhood—or is it
womanhood? Let me hope that I am
able to offer it some wholesome fare.

THE most obvious object of a
college journal is to provide an
opportunity to its young constituents
to learn and practise the art of
writing. This highly satisfying art is
fundamentally based on wide and
thoughtful reading. Not many stu-
dents in these days seem to be in-
clined to write anything beyond their
classroom essays or to read anything
beyond their prescribed text books !
This is rather a pity.

A College Magazine, above every-
thing else, is expected to reflect, in its
pages, the life of that College. And
the life of a college are its students.
Nobody, therefore, is in a better
position than the students themselves
to interpret that life. One important
agency through which it can be done
effectively is their magazine. I should

be satisfied if the students are en-
couraged to write short articles
on subjects which are nearest
their hearts, and touch their everyday
life. Nobody expects the students of
a college to produce highbrow or
orginal articles. If a college magazine
can boast of counting a sufficient
number of students among its contri-
butors, it has, to my mind, fulfilled a
useful purpose.

BUT there is another and deeper
purpose too. A College Magazine must
endeavour to create a healthy public
opinion in the college and help its
students to imbibe a high sense of
duty and discipline which will stand
them in good stead not only at
college, but a great deal more, in the
larger life beyond the college gates.
We hear everyday of our life that the
chief function = of an educational
institution is not merely to enable its
students to pass their examinations
but to build their ‘Character’, develop
their ‘Personality’ and thus produce
“Useful citizens’. Most people imagine
this is easier said than done. I do not
think so. I will not endeavour to
define ‘Character’ and <‘Personality’.
These terms are far too comprehensive

for a definition and are not easily

explained. . They embrace a large
number of sterling qualities of head

* A letter to the Editor. We are thankful to Principal Harish Chandra for this esteemed letter written in the

venerable manner of Lord Chesterfield and Cobbett.

DESH



and heart. And yet I have no doubt
in my mind that Character and
Personality are not difticult of acquire-
ment. How is this laudable object
to be achieved? I shall tell you an
easy way. Nobody has a better
opportunity cf developing ‘Character’
and ‘Personality’ and growing up into
‘Useful Citizens’ than the students of
a college. May I give you a few tips?

1. Read something new everyday.
Remember that the number of first-
rate books in the world is far too
many to leave you any time in this
short life for second-rate books.

2. Do not leave a meeting in the
middle of a speech and sit through it
quietly whether you like it or not. A
bad speech has its own charm.

3. Pass through the verandah
of the college silently so that others
at work may not be disturbed. 1f you
must talk, do so in a whisper.

4. There ia no harm in grumbling
a little when you have been fined for
a lapse, but pay the fine cheerfully
and make yourself a promise not to
merit a fine again.

5.. Avoid doing anything which
might necessitate an apology later.
If an apology becomes necessary make
it sincere, frank and full; otherwise
you will be found out.

6. Disfiguring or damaging library
books is a social crime of a very low

type and deserves the hlghest con-
demnation.

DESH

7. Everything in the college is
your own property. Your father has
paid for it through direct and indirect
taxes. Apart, however, from that,
mis-handling and  misusing any
property, whether it belongs to you
or to the fellow whom you don’t like,
betrays an unsound mind.

8. Learn to obey before you can
hope your orders to be obeyed.

9. Remember that politeness is
a highly valuable commodity, but
costs nothing. It yields rich and
unexpected dividends.

10. Keep your temper under all
circumstances. If you lose it, it is
difficult to find it again.

11. Learn to laugh at yourself
and forget to laugh at others.

Typically school masterish! Isn’t
it? That, neither you nor I can help.
I am a school master and therefore
the school master in me cannot be
suppressed. But I tell you that the
student who succeeds in incorpo-
rating these tips in the everyday con-
duct of his life at school or college
cannot help building up his Character,
developing his Personality and grow-
ing up into a ‘Useful Citizen’ without
knowing it. Try it for three months.

THESE tips were given to me
too at your age. I didn’t take them
and I am much the worse for it. Take
advantage of my loss. It will be
your gain.

Yours sincerely,
Harish Chandra



Editorial

‘SWEETNESS AND LIGHT'

Students of free India—and a
growing India—have a role to play,
a duty to discharge and a promise to
fulfil. They have to rise to expect-
ations which  their  countrymen
cherish and their leaders nourish. The
national goal is a Welfare State. So
huge is the work that awaits to be
done that it has become impossible
for the Government to deal with it
without any help from the people.
Students can certainly lend a helping
hand in this sphere. Moreover, this
is a part of education too. Our edu-
cation does not come to an end with
studying a few propositions of
Mathematics or a few theories of
Economics, or of Political Science ;
but we have to learn much more from
life. Instead of learning a lesson
from life at a later stage, why should
we not learn it at this stage, when
our minds can readily receive what-
ever is impressed upon them? Our
Government has made a proposal to
make one year’s social work compul-
sory before a student can be awarded
a degree. A beginning has to be
made in this sphere sooner or later,
whether it is imposed upon us or we
do it of our own accord. If the
Government makes social service
obligatory upon us, it will become a
drudgery and the sacred task will lose
half of its enchantment. But if we
volunteer ourselves for social work it
will be twice blest.

5

We can help the Government in
another way too. Now-a-days we find
a parochial attitude in every sphere
of life. The non-Madrasi hates a
Madrasi and the same can be said of
a Madrasi having an inborn-hatred
towards a non-Madrasi. This is the
main hurdle in the way of reorganizing
the States on the basis of language.
As in the case of Bombay, the Guj-
ratis want that it should be made a
part of Gujrat and the Maharashtrians
advance their own claim to this
enviable city. The few Gujrati mill-
owners are afraid that if Bombay
becomes a part of Maharashtra, the
Maharashtrians will like to crush them.
What a parochial attitude is it ? And
how silly too! This attitude is
detrimental to the progress of the
country. When we talk of world
peace and one world government, we
cannot justify this friction at home.
Students, being the enlightened group,
can preach the lesson of unity to end
this attitude. Unlike the politicians
or the industrialists they have no
personal motives behind their action.
People will readily listen to them
because of their sincerity and
unselfishness.

An example of this art of living
together can be seen on a small scale
in our college. The various literary
and scientific societies are working in
complete harmony; ever extending
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their co-operation and assistance to
one another. The honour and prestige
of the college are considered higher
than party interests. If this attitude
of unity in diversity is spread all over
the country, nay, all over the world,
we can get world peace. If a Bengali
makes no distinction between a
Punjabi and a Bengali, what ditferences
can ever arise between a Russian and
an American, an Indian and a
European, and a Negro and an
American ?

The epoch-making threefold cry
of ‘Liberty’, ‘Equality’ and ¢Frater-
nity”’, in the 18th century has
now reduced itself to the last two
words. There was a time when
“Liberty” was much discussed and
many battles were fought for the
freedom of the slaves and for ending
the rule of one nation over the other.
But now most of the nations are
independent and have got their own
governments. ‘“Equality” and *“Frater-
nity” is the slogan of to-day. We
want to live in one brotherhood. Let
the students set an example in this
sphere by eschewing fanaticism on
grounds of caste, creed, sect or colour.
In our College, happily, the spirit of
onenessis a prominent feature. We
have students of all the provinces: Pun-
jabi and Sindhi refugee students sit
alongside Madrasi and Bengalistudents,
play with them and talk to them.
We make no distinction between a
Sindhi and a Punjabi. A glance at
the increasing sections of this Maga-
zine can convince one of our all-
embracing  policy. Our  revered
Principal keenly desired to include the
Sindhi and Punjabi sections as soon as
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printing arrangements could be made.*
In fact we recognize the right of every
one to promote his favourite language
and literature.

India has tackled the problem of
food with success but has failed to
re-orientate its educational policy.
It is a subject that is being criticized
by every one. In the opinion of some
people we, the students of to-day, are
suffering from frustration in our lives.
By saying this they mean that our
future is dark. We study in colleges
to get a job but we often miss our
objective so we become frustrated.
They say that the aim of a politician
is to be elected to the Parliament and
that of an industrialist is to produce
more ; but what is the aim of a
student ? When we say that it is to
get a job we attribute a profiteering
motive to studies. The real aim of a
student is to learn from whatever
source he can and to practise his
knowledge in his life and to give his
ideas and ideals a practical shape.

Recently, Dr. Shankar Dayal
remarked that “present day students
are like envelopes without address.”
I am inclined to think that it is an
exaggeration. We, who represent the
enlightened section of the nation, how
can we be called envelopes without
any destination ! Cannot we have a
mission and work for it ? Cannot we
have a goal and march towards it ?
Liberal education—that is, the educa-
tion imparted in the Universities—must
aim at ‘culture.” To quote a few famous
lines from Matthew Arnold’s book
entitled ¢Culture and Anarchy’ :

* We are glad that we have carried out his behest.

6



“Culture is then properly desired not
as having its origin in curiosity, but
as having its origin in the love of
perfection ; it is a study of perfection.
It moves by the force, not merely or
primarily, of the scientific passion for
the pure knowledge, but also of the
moral and social passion for doing
good.” University education has a
double aim : *‘To render an intelligent
being yet more intelligent and to
make reason and the will of God
prevail.”” The process is in three
stages : (a) The endless expansion of

individual human nature’s powers,
in endless growth in wisdom and
beauty—; that is to say, ‘not a

having and a resting, but a growing
and a becoming;”” (b) “to carry
others along with him in his march
towards perfection, to be continually
doing all he can to enlarge and
increase the volume of the human
stream sweeping thitherward’; (c) ‘a

harmonious expansion of all the
powers which make the beauty and
worth of human nature.” Come ! Let
us hitch our wagon to the star of
CULTURE!! “Sweetness and Light”-—
that should be our motto.

For achieving our aim we may
have an All India University Stu-
dents’ Union. The delegates of the
various universities can meet once a
year and can discuss the various
lines on which they can do construc-
tive work. They should not end their
plans in discussion but must proceed
further with practical work. Such a
Union, if it can be formed, will prove
to be a real help to the country and
India will be proud of her students,
who will be in a position to give their
ideas a practical shape.

Santosh Kumari Punhani,
B.A. Il year.

FOLR SONGS OF SAROJINI NAIDU®

It is in its folk songs that the
heart of a nation throbs to its authen-
tic beats untrammelled by the falsetto
notes of sophisticated living and
intellectualized attitudinizing. These
simple folk songs— and for the matter
of that folk tales, plays, dances and
art—perpetuate and establish that
essential kinship among nations and
races that transcends all barriers of
caste, creed and colour and even ages.
Basically men and women everywhere
are alike : they love and live life ; they
work ; they are happy or they are sad ;
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they live for themselves and for others
whom they like; adore or worship;
not a few of them fight for name and
glory after death but the vast majority
are content with a crowded life pulsat-
ing with emotions, -feelings and
thoughts and bristling with over-
engaging activity. Like other coun-
tries India too has her folk literature
and art just because she has a heart
that throbs and a soul that meditates.
Her heart and soul have treasured the
first flushes of her people’s imagina-
“*An extension lecture abridged.
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tion, curiosity and meditation. Not-
withstanding its transience and
fickleness life, to the dwellers on the
earth, is ravishingly sweet and
fascinating. They enjoy every
moment of it—Dbe it sunshine or rain—
with a gusto or, as we say, with
their fuil hearts in it. They seem to
believe in the now-or-never policy and
live each moment in the moment. Be
their lot that of palanquin-bearers, of
wandering singers, Wweavers, seaside
fishers, snake-charmers, corn-grinders,
harvesters, mothers rocking their little
ones to sleep, love-lorn maidens yearn-
ing for their delaying lovers, lovers
lavishing their deep sighs on the winds,
wedding guests singing and dancing
the coy bride home, poets making an
offer of their verses to their patrons,
votaries of Nature’s beauty roaming
over hills and dales and alongside
lakes for the envanescent shadows of
the Spirit of Beauty that delighted
Shelley, humble and devout wor-
shippers of deities kindling their
tiny lamps in the innermost shrines of
public temples or just by a wayside
shrine, a widow bewailing her sad lot
unredeemed by any other hope but
that of death or of a suttee embracing
in the leaping flames of the sacred pyre
her lord’s immortal love in his mortal
remains. These are the usual subjects
of our folk songs. Customs and manners,
that is, the way-how differs from coun-
try to country and from race to race.
But the spirit remains the same. In

Sarojini Naidu’s folk songs rendered in
English the spirit of the Deccan lives
as truly and freshly as the spirit of
Bengal lives in the songs of Rabindra
Nath Tagore. In these she captures
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the spirit of the people and recreates
it both in rhythm and colour for her
Western readers for whom these were
primarily written. In more than one
case she tried to reproduce the rhythm
and melody of the original tune in
English as for example in Wandering
Singers, An Indian Love Song and the
entire list of poems entitled Indian
Folk Songs in The Bird of Time. A
practised reciter as she was, it was
possible for her to recite these poems
with the original swing, lilt and
cadence. What is unquestionable and
really praiseworthy is that her folk-
characters live in these folk songs.
Their atmosphere is typically oriental
and in some cases characteristically
Indian, as for example in the poem
called SUTTEE. The various poems
provide, as it were, quick succeeding
shots on a cinescope screen—shots of
the film that may be most appropri-
ately named LIVING INDIA in
Technicolour.

In her first book of poems called
The Golden Threshold—a name highly
significant and self-explanatory—she
stood tip-toe on the threshold of her
shimmering poetic career. Her eyes
took in pictures of the multifarious
goings-on of life around her and her
ears captured their accompanying
sounds and voices. These her creative
imagination transmuted into talking
pictures in tingling melodies and scin-
tillating colours. Here, for example,
is the folk song entitled The Palanquin
Bearers :—

Lightly, O lightly, we bear her along,
She sways like a flower in the wind of our song,

She skims like a bird on the foam of a stream,
She floats like a laugh from the lips of a dream.
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Gaily, O gaily we glide and we sing,

We bear her along like a pearl on a string.
Softly, O softly we bear her along,

She hangs like a star in the dew of our song ;
She springs like a beam on the brow of the tide,
She falls like a tear from the eyes of a bride,
Lightly, O lightly we glide and we sing.

We bear her along like a pearl on a string.

It is exquisite : the similies are almost
reminiscent of Shelley at his best. It
is a picture in rhythm. Within the
swinging palanquin swings the bride
with her tickling emotions and tossing
fears caused by shy nervousness. A
bride in a gaily-decorated palanquin—
enters upon the golden threshold of
Life. No wonder this poem has been
placed first in her collection, “The
Golden Threshold of Life.”” Marriage
in our country is not a matter of con-
tract or convenience but a tie sacred
and essential. It is the fulfilment of
obligations religious, social and racial.
And more than this it is the consum-
mation of ties spiritual and of destiny
interminable in eternal time.

Her poem entitled In the Bazaars of
Hyderabad is a documentary film in
variegated colours. The merchants,
the vendors, the goldsmiths, fruitmen
and the flower-girls of Hyderabad—
and for the matter of that of many
Indian towns—pass in a parade every
one displaying his goods to attract
the prospective buyers and the
admiring on-lookers. In the East
there are more onlookers than actual
buyers for we are a race who luckily
are not hard pressed for time. Time
with us is ‘for ever’. Come and stand
among the crowd and let the poetess
usher in the merchants. You ask
them the question: ‘What do you
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sell, O ye merchants 2 And they

answer :—

“Turbans of crimson and silver,
Tunics of purple brocade,
Mirrors with panels of amber,
Daggers with handles of jade.

Sarojini Naidu had the appetite of
Keats and the flight of Shelley. With
these faculties she combined Milton’s
high seriousness and adamantine love
of political freedom.

If she captured the eastern colour
and rhythm she also captured its
pathos. The atmosphere in her poem
Suttee is to be found nowhere else.
Unless we look upon it with the
modern matter-of-fact and jaded eyes
it recovers from the limbo of our
heroic past a tradition unsurpassed in
the richness of its faith in the in-
violability of the ties of love knotted
during the marital responses. Like
all other old customs that yielded
place to new customs when they came
to be tainted with formalism and
coercion suttee too vanished. But
look to the grandeur and the magni-
ficence of the sacrifice at the altar
of love. We shudder, you may say,
with horror. But in our hearts we
say, ‘It is simply beyond us.’ Listen
to the Suttee going up to the pyre
and announcing to the world her
triumph over death and Fate :-

‘Lamp of my life, the lips of Death

Hath blown thee out with their sudden breath;
Naught shall revive thy vanished spark...
Love, must I dwell in the living dark ?

Tree of my life, Death’s cruel foot

Hath crushed thee down to thy hidden root ;
Nought shall restore thy glory fled...

Shall the blossom live when the tree is dead?
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When we listen to her wail and
lament our hearts go out to her in
pity and sympathy. 1In one cruel
stroke she has been cheated of all
that life can offer. Out of her help-
lessness she forges a weapon to smite
the very tyrant that deprived her of
her lord’s caresses and affection. She
will end her life of doomed separation
and once again be with him. Her faith
in the immortality of their tie will
transcend death. As she embraces
the dead body of her husband she
chants her last message :-

¢ Life of my life, Death’s bitter sword

Hath severed us like a broken word,

Rent us in twain who are but one...

Shall the flesh survive when the soul is gone ?!

The next moment finds her in the
lap of the flames-consuming her lord.
It was before the fire that she took
the vow of love and to the fire she
comes for its fulfilment. We cannot
but admire her. To the Western
readers of this poem the practice of
Suttee was not only weird but also
heinous.

Another typical pageant of our
country is that of the wandering
mendicants who are more or less akin
to the Western tramps in their love
of wandering and freedom and to the
ancient troubadours in their love of
singing. Many of our wandering
beggars are good-voiced singers and
readily invoke the interest of their
clients by singing holy songs ; usually
the holy text of Tulsidas’ Ramayana
or the epic stories.  One such set has
been captured by Sarojini Naidu in
her poem, The Wandering Singers.
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They announce themselves thus :-

With lutes in our hands ever-singing we roam,
All men are our kindred, the world our home.

Is not their message of universal
fraternity the message of India ? They
are the message-bearers of India,
ancient and modern. Not a few of
them, however, can be compared to
the old troubadours who sang :—

¢ ...of cities whose lustre is dead,

The laughter and beauty of women long dead;
The sword of old battles, the crown of old kings,
And happy and simple and sorrowful things.’

~ Some of you must have been reminded

by the last two lines of Wordsworth’s
lines in The Solitary Reaper :

" old, unhappy, far-off things,
And batiles long ago :
Or is it some more humble lay,
Familiar matter of to-day ?
Some natural sorrow, loss, or pain,
That has been, and may be again ?

Do you not feel the similarity in the
themes of folk songs in your
country and the distant Scottish
Highlands ? Essentjally the human
heart is the same all the world over.

Characteristic of our religion,
culture and poetry is the theme of the
human soul’s eternal yearning for the
Infinite : the merger of the soul of a
Gopi in that of Lord Krishna. The
Bhakti cult found its immortal
singers in Jaydeva and in Mirabai.
Mira’s Bhajans will be sung in India
till the end of time and the pattern
set in Jaydeva’s Gita Govinda and
followed by Tagore will inspire our
future poets. In the hands of a
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lesser poet this tradition easily
degenerates into exotic and lascivious
writing. Sarojini Naidu must have
been thrilled by the song of a Gopi
expressing her helplessness in not
resisting the Call Divine much as she
does like to live according to the
ways of the society. What she ex-
presses is atonce chaste and uplifting :
the inevitability and irresistibility is
there but not the least of sensuality
(as for example in Jaydeva). The
naivety of expression and the sweet-
ness of the melody are reminiscent of
the popular Hindi songs of Mirabai ;
say, Main to sanwar ke ghar rati and
mere to Girdhar Gopal dusara na koi.

In her poem called Song of Radha,
The Milk Maid, she gives us three
scenes from the life of Radha. The
background is of the month of
Shrawan in Muttra—the chief centre
of the mystic worship of Krishna, the
Divine Cowherd and Musician—the
Divine Beloved of every Hindu heart,
also called Govinda. How prepossessed
is Radha with the thoughts of
Krishna is apparent in her words :

I carried my curds to the Mathura fair...
How softly the heifers were lowing......

I wanted to cry, “Who will buy

These curds that are white as the clouds in

the sky

When the breezes are blowing ?”
But my heart was so full of your beauty,
: Beloved,

They laughed as I cried without knowing :
Govinda ! Govinda !
Govinda ! Govinda !

How softly the river was flowing !

No wonder that Radha was lost in
the beauty of her Beloved: did she
not find its manifestations in the
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heifers softly lowing, in the breezes
blowing the white sailing clouds and
the river softly flowing? It was
Coleridge who remarked :

O Lady ! we receive but what we give,
And in our life does Nature live :
Our is her wedding-garment, ours her shroud!

Unconsciously Radha was giving
herself away: she was interpreting
Nature in her own soul’s colours. These
who heard her cry laughed at her. Did
she care for it? Was she any the
wiser or soberer on her way back
home ? No, how could she be !

I carried my pots to the Mathura tide...
How gaily the rowers were rowing |
My comrades called, “Ho ! let us dance, let
us sing
And wear saffron garments to welcome the
spring.
And pluck the new buds that are blowing.”
But my heart was so full of music, Beloved,
They mocked when I cried without knowing :
Govinda ! Govinda !
Govinda ! Govinda !
How gaily the river was flowing !
As time passes this prepossession
takes a serious turn: the Beloved of
her heart steps into the innermost
shrine of her soul : in other words, he

becomes her Deity :

I carried my gifts to the Mathura shrine...
How brightly the torches were glowing !

I folded my hands at the altars to pray

O shining ones guard us by night and day”—
And loudly the conch shells were blowing.

But my heart was so lost in your worship,
Beloved,

They were wroth when I cried without knowing,
Govinda ! Govinda !
Govinda ! Govinda !

How brightly the river was flowing !

She is now possessed by the Lord she
adores and worships. The merger 1is
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perfect. If we were to compare this
little folk-song with an elaborate poem
like The Hound of Heaven by Francis
Thomson then alone we shall realize
the piety of Radha’s passion for
Krishna. Come what may, Radha
will never forsake her Beloved but
follow him like his faithful shadow.
The world may laugh at her silly
madness ; her friends may taunt her
and Krishna spurn at her but she will
haunt the groves of Brindaban in
search of the Divine Flute-Player and
in the end get him. This is the theme
of the poem entitled The Flute-Player
of Brindaban. 'The sole reason ad-
vanced by Radha is that if she is
following Krishna the fault is not hers
but his: ‘Why did he enchant her ?’
In other words, it is the Infinite that
puts in the finite mind the desire for

itself.

Why didst thou play thy matchless flute
’Neath the Kadamba tree,
And wound my idle dreaming heart
With poignant melody,
So where thou goest I must go,
My flute-player, with thee ?
No peril of the deep or height
Shall daunt my winged foot ;
No fear of time-unconquered space,
Or light untravelled route,
Impede my heart that pants to drain
The nectar of thy flute.

Closely resembling the passion of
Radha, the Milkmaid, is the love of
an average villager for his beloved.
Kach lover vies with the other in con-
juring up similes and metaphors to
express the qualities of the love one
feels for the other. Being dwellers in
~villages it is but natural that they
should draw upon the too familiar
scenes of birds, flowers and streams.
Their passion is free from the artificia-
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lity and sentimentalism and even fine
subtlety that characterize the ebulli-
tions of sophisticated philanderers.
The feelings expressed in the song
entitled Indian Love Song atonce bring
to our memory the “Mahiya” songs of
the Punjab. Hear the woman :

Like a serpent to the calling voice of flutes,
Glides my heart into thy fingers, O my love !
Where the night-wind, like a lover, leans above
His jasmine-gardens and sirisha bowers ;

And on ripe boughs of many-coloured fruits
Bright parrots cluster like vermilion flowers.

The ever-agog lover welcomes the
beloved’s heart within his own and
lulls it to blissful slumber. Listen to
him :

Like the perfume in the petals of a rose,
Hides thy heart within my bossom, O my love!
Like a garland, like a jewel, like a dove

That hangs its nest in the asoka-tree.

Lie still, O love, until the morning sows

Her tents of gold on fields of ivory.

Needless to say such happy meetings
take place in the twilight realm of
dreams.

In her poem called An Indian Love
Song she remarks that love has an
over-all unifying power that bridges
all gulfs and spans all barriers.

‘Love recks not of feuds and bitter follies, of
stranger, comrade or kin,

Alike in his ear sound the temple bells and
the cry of the muezzin.

For Love shall cancel the ancient wrong and
conquer the ancient rage,

Redeem with his tears the memoried sorrow
that sullied a bygone age.

Life in our villages is very closely
linked with traditions, festivities and
ceremonies. Symbols and emblems
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mark these traditions and festivities.
On all auspicious days it is customary
for virgius and married women to
wear new bangles (the choories),
anoint their hands and toes with
henna paste, put collyrium in their
eyes, put on new clothes and sing
together in the courtyard or on their
way to the temple or trees held sacred.
In a few folk-songs Sarojini Naidu has
highlighted these ceremonies and re-
produced the songs on the occasions.
On such an occasion the Bangle-
Sellers hawk their splendid ware—say
on the occasion of the Tij during the
rainy season. As he pedals on his
round through the village streets or
spreads out his multi-coloured choories
under the bunyan tree on the village
chopal he sings his advertising song :—

Bangle-sellers are we who bear

Our shining loads to the temple fair...
Who will buy these delicate, bright
Rainbow -tinted circles of light ?
Lustrous tokens of radiant lives,

For happy daughters and happy wives.

As the women surround him, each
vying with the other in the choice of
the choories fearing lest her choice
should be taken by her neighbour or

rival—for there is rivalry amongst .

young hearts—the Chooriewala clin-
ches the issue by suggesting the exact
shade and type that will suit different
age-groups. Maidens must not trespass
on the right of the newly weds and the
newly weds must not encroach upon
the privilege of the mothers and they
in their turn must respect the sanctity
of age.

Some are meet for a maiden’s wrist,
Silver and blue as the mountain-mist,
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Some are flushed like the buds that dream
On the tranquil brow of a woodland stream ;
Some are aglow with the bloom that cleaves
To the limpid glory of new-born lcaves.

Some are like fields of sunlit corn,

Meet for a bride on her bridal morn,
Some, like the flame of her marriage fire,
Or rich with the hue of her heart’s desire.
Tinkling, luminous, tender, and clear,
Like her bridal laughter and bridal tear.

Some are purple and gold-flecked grey,

For her who has journeyed throngh life midway,

Whose hands have cherished, whose love
has blest

And cradled fair sons on her fuithful breast,

Who serves her household in fruitful pride,

And worships the gods at her husband’s side,

The code regulating the wearing of
‘choories’ <is quite rigid and the
Chooriwala knows he must not offer
the wrong thing lest he should be
called a fool. Our widows usually do
not wear choories. They must lead
a life divested of all embellishments.
In her poem, The Dirge, Sarojini
Naidu describes a young widow whose
life becomes blank : ‘flowering springs
will mock her empty years.”

A necessary adjunct to the wearing
of bangles is the wuse of henna.
Collyrium (for which we have the
eye-brow pencil as the substitute)
and the betel (replaced by lip-stick)
are more or less beauty aids but the
henna is sanctifying and bliss-giving.
As Sarojini Naidu says in the folk
song called In Praise of Henna :

The tilka’s red for the brow of a bride,
And betel-nut’s red for lips that are sweet ;
But for lily-like fingers and feet,

The red, the red of the henna-tree-

Being herself a woman she realized
the importance of these little touches
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of femineity that endears women to
their husbands. It adds an aura of
other-worldliness or what you may
like, the touch of romance.

As the village economy is of
necessity agricultural the life of
villagers is a life of toil the monotony
of which is broken partly by singing—
usually in company—and partly by
seasonal festivals and holy days.
Sarojini Naidu gives us Harvest
Songs, the Spinning Song, the Corn-
grinders’ Song, the Hymn to Indra,
the god of rain, the Song of The
Festival of Serpents on the day of
Nag Panchmi, the Harvest Hymn or
the Thanksgiving, the cradle song
and the lullaby. Of these the Harvest
Hymn deserves our notice for in it
Sarojini Naidu catches the spirit of
the Vedic hymns. Here is the opening
stanza ;

Lord of the lotus, lord of the harvest.
Bright and munificent lord of the morn !
Thine is the bounty that prospered our sowing,
Thine is the bounty that nurtured our corn.
We bring thee our songs and our garlands
Jor tribute,
O giver of mellowing radiance, we hail thee.
We praise thee, O surya, with cymbol
and flute.

The praise of the men is followed by
that of women. In the end the men
and the women join together and sing :

Lord of the Universe, Lord of our being,
Father eternal, ineffable Om !
Thou art the Seed and the Scythe of our
harvests,
our Hands and our heart and
our Home.
We bring thee our lives and our labours
Sfor tribute,
Grant us thy succour, thy counsel, thy care.

Thou art
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O Life of all life and all blessing, we hail thee,
We praise thee, O Brahma, with cymbal
and prayer.

With thanksgiving it seems appro-
priate to conclude this paper. Have
her folk-songs in English any value ?
Indians writing in English verse,
notwithstanding their number, were
a passing phenomenon. If a selection
of the best poems written by these
enthusiasts were made we shall get a
volume of a fair size and merit. The
stars like Romesh Chander Dutt, Toru
Dutt, Arobindo Ghosh and Manmohan
Ghosh and amongst the moderns
V. N. Bhushan will contribute the
largest number of poems to this
collection. Sarojini’s contribution of
songs and lyrics will by no means be
meagre. Historically her songs are
important in as much as they serve
as correctives to the Anglo-Indian
poetry in which India was painted as
a land of weird romance and exotic
tropical luxuriance ; a land of snakes,
tigers, magic, fetish-worship, heinous
crime, splendid extravagance and
romantic adventure. To most of
them the soul of India, her people
and her religion were no more than
non-existent. The Orientalists, like
Sir Edwin Arnold, however, tried to
translate the Gita and the Gita
Givinda in English verse and write
the Light of Asia on the Buddha but
for the majority the pattern was that
of Moore’s Lalla Rookh or Kipling’s
Barrack Room Ballads. Tt was a
pattern  in  which India was
‘misquoted’ and misunderstood. The
Indian writers of English verse sought
to supply the right pattern and the
correct point of view. Sarojini’s
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folk-songs, thus regarded, are her
contribution to India’s national
rehabilitation. She redeemed the fair
name that is India : India ancient and
living; India free as ever before. '

Sarojini was destined to play an
important role. She was conscious
of it in the very beginning of her
poetic career. In one of her un-
published poems, printed in “The
Illustrated Weekly of India” for
November 13, called Excelsior ad
Astra (meaning Advance towards
the Stars) she writes about her
destiny. As we read the lines we feel
that such a one as she can never die:
she is still alive for is not her destiny
our own and her response to it our
response to the call of Mother India and
humanity. The poem reads thus :-.

Excelsior ad Astra,

So spoke the voices of my destisny :
Daughter of gods arise, put off the strife
The passionate vanities of mortal life,
And leave thy spirit in the flaming seas

Of high and heavenly human mysteries,
Daughter of gods arise ! for thou shalt be
Priestess of Truth's most secret sanctuary,
Enter mith starry sufferings on thy brow
Divinest doom awaits thee, enter now !

Girdled in lofty visions, thou shalt lay

On the world‘s ponderous forehead, old and gray,
The caste-marks of thine Immortality.

She was Sarojini Chattopadhyay
then—a girl of 17 years—and she lived
to be Sarojini Naidu. She started with
the search for Beauty and ended with
Truth’s most secret sanctuary—the
non-violent fight for freedom and
liberty. Thisis how we honour her
memory today.” Beauty is truth.
truth  beauty,” said Keats and -
believed Sarojini but “Truth is God”,
said India, and the best service of
God is theserviceof humanity. ‘Sunda-
ram, satyam, shivam’. This was India’s
faith. Sarojini Chattopadhyay did
not know her destiny till she became
Sarojini Naidu and as such she be-
came immortal.

Shri R.K. Sud

THE VOICE OF DUTY

( A Short Story )

“GANGA, Oh Ganga, come at once
my child, your food is getting cold.”

“l am coming, mum, coming. I
have just finished the work.”

There entered a small girl of hardly
ten. Her hands were full of cowdung.
She washed her hands and wiped them
with her dress which was dirty and
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needed many patches. She sat down
by the side of her mother. Both
daughter and mother started eating.

“Mother! to-day you have not put
salt in the dal,” said Ganga who could
not eat dry chappaties with saltless
dal. She asked her mother, “Give me
some salt, mother.”

DESH



“My child,” said the old lady with
tears in her eyes, “My child, whatever
salt was left in the tin I put in. Do
you really need to put more ? Should I
bring some from Mira’s mother’’?

“Let it go”’, protested Ganga, “In
the evening I shall buy half-anna-
worth of salt from Ramoo’s shop.
You know mother, what happened
this morning ?”

“What happened ?” asked the old
lady curiously.

“This morning I saw some cow-
dung in a corner of the road and I ran
to take it. Mira, who was with me,
also ran to take the same. And as
she can run faster than I, she took it
in her possession. I demanded it for
myself. Mira refused to give it to me.
I bit her on the hand and she dropped
the cowdung and I picked it up”.
Ganga said all this in one breath.

“Ganga’! cried the old lady, “Why
did you bite Mira’s hand” ?

“Mother”, said Ganga trembling,
“all of us have decided that whoever
locates the cowdung first is to get it.
Mira broke the law and I gave her the
due punishment. And, moreover, I’ll
never be in a position to collect a good
amount of cowdung if I have to forego
my cowdung in order to oblige other
girls”.

“Ganga, bear this in mind that if
you repeat this kind of wild act again,
I'll kill you,” warned the lady. Her
eyes were red and she looked very
furious.
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Ganga was looking like a goat who
awaited her turn for the butcher’s
blow. She knew her mother’s tem-
perament very well. Whenever Ganga
fought with any of her friends, she
was at fault, and there was always a
beating in store for her. Her mother
had always taught her the lesson :
“Live and let live.”

After finishing her food, Ganga
cleaned the utensils, swept the kitchen
and started helping her mother who
was grinding wheat at that time.
Ganga’s widowed mother used to clean
utensils at three houses and also used
to grind gram, wheat, jowar and other
grains of her neighbours. In this way
she used to earn about 20 rupees per
month. Ganga used to go from one
place to another, from road to road,
from field to field where cattle used to
graze, to collect cowdung and make
cakes out of it and sell them at the
rate of one hundred for six annas.
She used to make some nine or ten
rupees per month.

It was about 3 o’clock. Her
mother lay down for rest. Ganga got
up, took her tin and put on her worn-
out rubber chappals to go to work.
She would come to her mother, before
she left home for her work. To-day
she stood like a statue fearing hard
words from her mother. Seeing the
innocent and childlike face of Ganga,
the old lady could not check her emo-
tions and she caught Ganga tight in
her arms and kissed her thrice. Ganga
was shedding tears out of love.

“Don’t go out in the sun, my child.
Go when the day is a bit cool.”
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Distinguished Vistors

Dr. K.N. Katju, Maulana Hafeez-ul Rehman, Shri Vishwabandhu
and others arriving for the Deshbandhu Day

Dr. K. N. Katju, Union Defence Minister, Dr. C.E. Raven Ex-Vice-Chancellor
addressing the studznts on the of Cambridge University addressing
Deshbandhu Day the students on ‘Life at Cambridge’



Dr. C. L. Madan Narinder Pal Singh Chawla
Doctorate from Gottingen University on University Blue bettered his own record
distribution of free amino acids in Shot Put by 7 inches

Raj Popli
Stood 2nd in the University
Pre-medical Examination, 1955



“No mother,” said Ganga, ‘“‘to-day
up to this time I have made only 45
cakes, I want at least 55 more. At
this time only a few of us are going
out to collect cowdung from the
roads. Some of my friends avoid
coming out in the sun. They say
they will fall ill. How foolish are
they ? Aren’t they mummy ? When
God so desires one gets sick and not
otherwise. ~Then why should we
worry ?

«All right, go. But do come be-
fore it is dark. T’ll be making bujas
for you...” :

“Bujas!” cried Ganga out of joy.
“Hot, hot bujas” she added and ran
away.

It was mid-summer season and
the days were very long. Ganga’s
mother got up and started preparing
for the evening meals. The fire was

lit in the hearth The sun was now
sinking behind the hill.

“Mother, mother!” cried a little
girl as she entered through the door.

“What is it, Mira ?*’ asked Ganga’s
mother.  She knew that Mira had
surely come with a complaint against
Ganga.

“Mother, Mother! Ganga. Gangal...
the words died outin little Mira’s throat
and she started weeping bitterly.

“Why ! Mira”’? asked the old lady.
She was much confused to see Mira
weeping bitterly. She feared the
consequences if Ganga had done any-
thing wrong again.

“Come, mother, come ! Come with
me. I’ll show you where Ganga is...”

The old lady followed Mira.

There was a-huge crowd. People
were whispering and sympathising
with the little girl who had been
crushed under a military lorry.

The old

lady came shouting :
“Ganga.

My Ganga...”

And there was Ganga lying in a
pool of blood, beside a smashed tin
of cowdung —a little cowdung still
in her tiny hands, the rest splashed
around She spotted it and ran to
pick it up before it was spotted by
Mira. She must make her hundred
cowdung cakes and add six annas to her
mother’s coffers. Duty-bound Ganga...!

Santo V. Sabhani
B.A. I year.

CAN WE BE LIKE GANDHI JI?

not for all of us to be
Gandhi jis. He is unique. He belongs
to a different plane.” So say many,
who are never tired of praising him
and his ideals.

“It  is
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It is the same argument heard
through the ages from the escapists—
followers of the Buddha, Jesus or
Mohammed, “We cannot aspire to be
like him.” Some would even go to
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the extent of eonsidering any such idea
as blasphemous. But Mahatmaji him-
self was never tired of saying that
what he did everybody could and
ought to do. Said he, “The ideals that
regulate my life are presented for
acceptance by mankind in general. I
claim to be no more than an average
man with less than average ability. I
have no shadow of a doubt that any
man or woman can achieve what I
have, if he or she would make the same
effort.”

There were two things more than
anything else which made Gandhiji
great in every phase of life. One was
his self-control over his senses which
we often think is not possible for ordi-
nary man to practise.

With control over all the senses, it
is a common experience, evil thoughts,
which dissipate energy, disappear while
simultaneously you build up an in-
exhaustible store of energy. It is this
energy which sustained Gandhiji
through an ordeal of 21 days’ fastin
his 74th year. To quote Gandhiji,
“There is nothing in our society to-
day which would conduce to self-
control. Our very upbringing is
against it. The literature that is almost
thrust on one generally caters to the
animal passion. Is it any wonder if
control of the sexual appetite has be-
come difficult if not almost im-
possible?””

His advice to others on this self-
discipline is worth quoting. ¢ Always
aim at complete harmony of thought,
and deed. Always aim at
purifying your thoughts and every-
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thing will be well. There is nothing
more potent than thought. Deed
follows words and words follow thought.
The word is a result of a mighty thought
and where the thought is right and
pure, the result is always right and
pure. Modern scientists recognise the
potency of thought and that is why it
is said that as a man thinks so does
he become. One who always thinks
of murder will turn a murderer and
one who thinks of incest will become
incestuous. On the contrary he who
always thinks of truth and non-
violence will be truthful and non-
violent and he whose thoughts are
fixed on God will be godly.”

The other important source of
power and energy to him was his
complete faithin God. He did not
believe, as it is the fashion with some
of the moderns, that he could do
everything by himself. He prayed
to God for help. He prayed to Him
for strength and light. Whether it be
to conquer his senses or self, or to re-
form the slave-driver or the evil doer,
he always prayed to God for guidance.
This infinite faith in God not only
sustained him but also gave him the
necessary  spiritual strength and
power.

He said, “I am surer of His
existence than of the fact that you
and I are sitting in this room. I can
also testify that I may live without
air and water but not without Him.
You may pluck out my eyes, but that
will not kill me. But blast my belief
in God and 1 am dead”.

With such a faith in God, with the
high aim which Gandhiji himself has

18



detailed for all of us and with self-
control practised at every step of our
life, there is no reason why we cannot
be like Gandhi ji, at least, in our own
humble way.

It was Gandhiji’s constant wish
that his followers and others who
admired him should act according to
his ideals. It is also the wish of his

close associates, fortunately still with
us, that the void caused by Gandhiji’s
departure should not be left to remain
80, but that you and I should strive to
be like him.

Ramesh Kumar Katyal
Roll No. 97, Prep. Science

TRUTH

Truth ! what is truth?

Everybody on this earth is familiar
with the word ‘Truth’. But is there a
single person who can claim to be
truthful and knows the real significance
of the word? I think itis rather a
tough job to try to look out for
such a one. Anyway, let me have a
look around myself.

Ah ! how sorrowful it is ! My efforts
to find such a true person are all in
vain. On all the sides, there seem to
be the darkest clouds hovering. The
world is all full of lies which make us
feel that even the word ‘Truth’ itself
has got no truth init. Here, there
and everywhere, we find liars and
bluffers, who do nothing but tell lies,
in the pure name of truth. I just
wonder and it is strange, indeed, to
think how men find time to tell lies,
‘when life is all too short to live. Isit

not-truth that has got the utmost im-
portance in this short-lived life of
man?
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Just imagine a person, telling you
a cock and bull story, pretending
all the time that it is true. And if you
ask him at some particular point, ““was
it really so?”’. Of course, he will not
hesitate and a prompt reply would
come to you, “Oh! truly speaking, the
river sank into the boat.”” Now, can
you resist your laughter at the mo-
ment ? I wish these bluffers could
know that truth is always strange—
stranger than fiction even.” And just
as no drop of dew or a grain of dust is
wasted so no truly spoken word is
wasted either.

Should we be true then ? Yes, the
very first lesson that should be impar-
ted to us and put into our budding
brains by our parents, teachers and
friends when we, as little blooming
babes, take the first step to enter into
this vast and unending world, should
be ¢“Always speak the truth”.

Yes, it should be the very first
lesson. But is it enough to say so? Oh!
no! There is a lot of difference between
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saying and doing. There is no deny-
ing the fact that as there is a black
spot in every eye, so there is a beauty
spot in every character. Then, may I
say that in this over-crowded world of
liars, truth must be hiding itself some-
where ? These so-called liars must be
having some truth in their lives.
Because, you see, God made the world,
but I doubt whether He wished it to
be quite as full of liars as it is just
now. Do we not conceive in our day
to day life that a lie never bears the
desired fruit? Is it not bad to tell lies?
I think, it may be even worse, as it is
said, “Disobedience is bad, but a lie is
worse.”’

Our saints teach us that we must
not only live for lies, but live for truth
and be true. Let me think of some
such persons as have been true in their
lives. Of course, Mahatma Gandhi’s
name strikes my mind at once but let
me think of some one else too. Ah!
there are only a few true fellows,
whom I can even count on my finger
tips. And the rest of the world is all
false.

If we were to hold a prize contest
for telling false stories, I am sure, it
would become quite a hard job for the
judges to decide whom the prize
should be awarded. Will it not be an

interesting competition?

It is not lies but truth that lightens
the dark path of our lives and remov-
es its impediments. 1t is really a
great lesson for us to learn and to
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adopt as a motto to lead a moral life :

“Think truly and thy thoughts
Shall the world’s famine feed;
Speak truly and each work of thine
Shall be a fruitful seed;

Live truly and thy life

Shall be a great and noble creed.”

Only a wish to think, speak and
live truly is not enough. Hell, it is
said, is paved with best intentions.
Have we ever tried to practise truth
in our practical lives?

Sitting still and wishing
Makes no person great;

The God Lord sends the fishing
And we must dig the bait,”

So, in order to be true, let us be-
gin with the pursuit of beauty. The
pursuit of beauty is the pursuit of
truth. John Keats, in his unforget-
table words remarked ‘“Beauty is truth
and truth beauty”—that is all ye know
on earth and all ye need to know.”

Come then, let us have beauty in
our lives. We must be true, not only
to ourselves but to others as well.
Truth is the greatest gift that God has
given to man alone beneath the heavens.
Let us fill our hearts with truth and
impart truth to other hearts as well.
Remember that

“The heart of him who has truth
in itself is a paradise on earth ; he has
God in himself, as God is truth.”

Promilla Gulati
B.A. Il Year.
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“ PEOPLE DO NOT LACR STRENGTH, THEY LACR WILL™

MANY people have physical
strength but are woefully deficient in
mental and moral strength. That
means they have energy to do any
work, but they lack courage to do it.
This accounts for their failures in life.
Nothing but a fixity of purpose,
steadfastness of character and firm
determination will carry us through
life. “The truest wisdom, in general,
is a resolute determination”.

Life is a struggle and one who
wants to come out successful in this
struggle must have two gifts—the gift
of strength and will or energy and
courage. Strength or energy is God’s
gift and is generally possessed by
everybody, but will or courage is
formed by one’s mode of life. A man
of strong will is a man in the real
sense. On the other hand, the man
of weak will is like a feather on the
sea, entirely at the mercy of the
random gusts of wind.

The cultivation of resolute deter-
mination in the pursuit of worthy
objects is the foundation of all true
greatness. It enables a man to force
his way through irksome drudgery
and sad and dry details, and carries
him onward and upward in every
station in life. Energy of will may
be defined as the very central power
of character in man ; in other words,
it is the man himself. It gives impulse
to every action and soul to every
effort. True hope is based on it—and
it is the hope that gives the real

\
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perfume to life. In humble life
nothing can be more cheering and
stimulating than to see a man with
bleeding feet and failing limbs still
walk as it were on courage. The man
with a firm will moulds the world
according to his wishes. Firmness of
mind or strong will makes a man
strong to do good, to resist evil, to
bear up under difficulties and mis-
fortunes.

“Resolution is omnipotent—deter-
mine to be something in the world
and you will be something. Aim at
exceilence and excellence will be
attained. This is the great secret of
effort. Great Souls have wills ; feeble
ones have only wishes”. The saddest
failures in life are, therefore, those
that come from not putting forth the
will to succeed notwithstanding the
wish to achieve. Man is not like a
straw thrown upon the waters to mark
the directions of currents, but he has
within him the power of a strong
swimmer and can make his way in
whichever direction he likes without
caring for the whirlpools which impede
his way. There is an old and true
saying, “Where there is a will, there
is a way” i.e. he who resolves upon
doing a thing by that very resolution
often scales the barriers and secures
achievement. To think we are able
is almost to be so. Directed towards
the enjoyment of senses the strong
will may be a demon and the intellect
merely its debased slave, but directed
towards good, the strong will is a
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king and the intellect the minister of
man’s highest well-being.

Nearly all great men, who
have towered high above their fellows,
have been remarkable above all things
else for their “energy of will”, Of
Julius Caesar it was said that it was
his giant determination rather than
his military skill that won him
victories. No tyranny of circum-
stances can imprison a strong will.
People with heroic minds have
crossed deserts, bridged oceans and
controlled the forces of nature. On
the contary a man with a weak will
loses his self-confidence and becomes
a moral wreck. Hamlet was crushed
to death because his mind wavered
between ‘to be’ and ‘not to be’.

Napolean was told that the Alps
stood in the way of his armies.
“There shall be no Alps”, he said,
and the road was constructed through
a district formerly almost inaccessible.
“Impossible” said he, ¢‘is a word only

to be found in the dictionary of
fools™.

Columbus, Willington, Warren
Hastings, Charles Napier and the
Father of our Nation are among some
of the great men with dauntless wills
and  extra-ordinary courage and
perserverance which shine like stars.

In conclusion, I advise all my
friends who have failed in very small
things — House  Examinations for
instance —to bid adieu to disappoint-
ment and attain success by following
the path of ‘Strong Will’. It should
be the principle of old and young,
high and low, fortunate and un-
fortunate, never to despair, never
to be discouraged, however stormy
the heavens, however dark the way,
however great the difficulties and
repeated failures but to work with a
strong will.

Chander Sethi,
B.A. II Year.

INDIA’S FOREIGN POILCY

India became independent in
August, 1947. Till then the Government
of India had no foreign policy of its
own. India was then a part of the
British Empire, whose foreign policy
was decided by the British Govern-
ment in its imperial interests. We
have now to decide for ourselves the
conduct of our relations with other
countries.
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To say that we are an independent
country with an independent foreign
policy is really to say nothing; for
India became independent at a time,
when mutual inter-dependence of
nations was only too apparent and the
United Nations had come into being.
It was in this context that we had to
take our decisions. We decided to
support the United Nations as a pro-
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gressive international organization.
" In this spirit we even volunteered to
refer the Kashmir problem to the
U.N.O. As we really want this orga-
nization to be all-embracing we have
supported the admission of Communist
China and were recently instrumental
in the admission of sixteen members
including Nepal, Ceylon and even

Portugal! The last case shows our
fair-mindedness in international re-
lations.

Apart from the United Nations we
had to decide, whether we maintain
our relations with the British Com-
monwealth, of course, on a full and
independent basis. The British Com-
monwealth, with all its defects, has
long been an established international
institution ; and we thought that it
was in our interests to continue the
link with the Commonwealth, while
maintaining the freedom to decide
international issues.

Now this brings us to the crux of
our foreign policy. During the last
eight years or so, world politics has
been dominated by two power blocks,
one under the leadership of the U.S.A.
and the other, under the Soviet Union.
A cold war has been going on between
these two powers. We decided upon
a policy of strict neutrality in this
game of power politics. We claimed
and still claim to decide issues on
their merits, without fear or favour.
But our neutrality was to be an
active neutrality ; that is to say, our
attitude was not one of negation or
resignation. On the contray we were
to promote friendliness and seize
every opportunity of promoting good-
will and peace.
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Korea illustrates our policy of
active neutrality. We were not a
party to the war but our policy
brought peace to the people of Korea.
Similarly in Indo-China, we brought
the French and the Communists to a
round table conference in Geneva ;
and our position received a unique
recognition. India was offered the
Chairmanship of the three Interna-
tional Supervisory Commissions, which
are still functioning.

Our policy in Indo-China shows
another aspect of our foreign relations.
India has long suffered along with
other countries of Asia and Africa
from colonial rule. Since we are free,
we desire that others should also be
free. Our policy is, therefore, anti-
cclonial, both in the United Nations
and outside. This was one of the
main reasons why we called the
Asian-African Conference at Bandung.

In our foreign policy we cannot
forget that India is an integral part of
Asia. While we decided to be friendly
with all countries, we chose to be
particularly friendly with the coun-
tries of Asia. Asia has long been
a divided continent, divided due to
the interests of foreign powers.
Asians now want to come together
again and the policy of this country
is to promote Asian unity in the
interest of freedom and peace.

In a narrower sphere, we have
concentrated particular attention on
building neighbourly relations with
Burma, China, Ceylon and Pakistan.
Though Pakistan has shown every
sign of unfriendliness, we have agreed
to share canal waters and few people
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know that till recently the city of
Lahore was getting its electricity
from the Mandi Power house in India.
Our policy is one of Universal
friendliness.

What is the positive core of our
foreign policy ? It is the Panch Shilla,
based on the peaceful co-existence of
different political systems and non-
interference in the internal affairs of
other countries. The Panch Shilla
received its first recognition in the
Joint Statement of Pandit Nehru and
Chou-en-lai when the latter visited
this country.

In spite of its combination of
idealism and realism, our foreign policy
has not escaped criticism. "The recent
visit of the two Soviet leaders, Mar-
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“Not Architecture ! as all others are.
But the proud passion of an emperor’s love
Wrought into living stone, which glams and
soars
With body of beauty, shining soul and
thoughts,
........................ As when some face
Divinely fair unveils before our eyes—
Some woman beautiful unspeakably——
And the blood quickens, and the spirit leaps,
And will to worship bends the half yielded
- knees,
—So is the Taj”’
(Sir Edwin Arnold)

The Taj Mahal, or briefly the Taj,
the most exquisite specimen of archi-
tecture and the most gorgeous romance

of wedded love, stands on the right
bank of the river Jumna near Agra.
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shal Bulganin and = Mr. Khruschev,
has perhaps made some people be-
lieve that we are really not neutral.
Events alone can prove what the
truth is. Neutrality does not mean
that in this troubled world we should
refuse the friendship of friends. This
of course, is absurd, but we shall be
friendly even with our enemies. That
our neutrality is genuine is proved by
the fact that the Soviet Union has
offered to build a steel plant in India
at two and a half per cent; and the
U. S. A. will give us seventy million
dollars during 1956-57. This is the
proof of our universal friendliness.

Sushilu Butani,
B:A. 1 Year.

TA]

Even those who have tried to describe
the Taj have confessed that it is
indescribable. The Taj is said to be
one of the Seven Wonders of the
World. Itis called “the miracle of
architecture” and “moonlight dream
in marble”.  The monument is really
the final achievement of the Moghul
art.

Lord Roberts says “Neither words -
nor pencil could give to the most imagi-
native reader, the slightest idea of
the all-satisfying beauty and purity of
this glorious conception. To those
who have not already seen it, T would
say,—Go to India, the Taj alone is
well worth the journey.”
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The true charm of the Taj is that
words cannot express the multitudi-
nous richness of form and minuteness
of decoration each lending assistance
to the other.

Shahjahan raised this mausoleum
simply to fulfil the last wishes of his
beloved that a building of unrivalled
magnificence should be erected over
her grave. Artists and architects from
all parts of India and even from
Turkey and Persia were called and the
chief architect was Mohammed Ustad
Isa, a native of Turkey. Preciousand
semi-precious stones and other build-
ing material used in the Taj were
brought from various parts of India,
Asia and Egypt. 20000 persons were
employed in construction which was
completed in seventeen years (1631-
1648 A.D.) and it cost about thirteen
crores of rupees.

The main gateway to the Taj,
which stands on a red sand stone
platform, is a three-storyed building.
The entrance runs north-south with a
gate on either end. The whole struc-
ture is profusely decorated with marble
in-lays and the arches with mosaic
work of coloured stone on the arches.
Arabic inscription of passages taken
from the Holy Qoran are in-laid in
black marble, framed with white one
with such dexterity and perfection
that the size of letters at the bottom
and at the top, eighty feet high,
appears to be the same. On the
northern side of the gateway it is
written that the gate was completed
with the help of God in 1648 A.D.
From the main gate-way a stone
causeway, with a water channel and
fountains in the middle, leads between
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a double row of cypress trees to the
monument.

The Taj stands in the north of the
garden on a marble basement 18 ft.
high which itself stands on the great
basement of red sand stone. It con-
sists of the central tomb and four
minarets, one on each of the
octagonally projected corners of the
marble basement. The whole struc-
ture is of the finest marble and looks
like an object of dreamland, a fairy
vision of silver white, the very spirit
of purity, where everything is perfect,
proportionate, and placed at its right
place. There is nothing superfluous,
nor anything lacking, nothing can
be changed nor can anything be
added to improve it. But the Taj is
not only technically perfect in archi-
tecture but it also seems to hold a sort
of magic in it. Although it is built of
such a heavy meterial as marble, it
looks against moon-light as though it
was a fairy building and could vanish
like a dream. The minarets stand
like grave and ever-watchful sen-
tinels to guard the treasure of beauty
which is not of the earth.

The mausoleum itself is in the
centre of the chequered marble base-
ment with a central archway at each
end of the four sides. The arches and
the entrance are profusely decorated
with mosaic and inlay work with
various semi-precious coloured stones. -
The walls and the arches are inscribad
in Tugra character with text from the
Holy Qoran in black slate. From the
centre of the roof springs the principal
dome crowned by a floral cap and a
gilt crescented pinnacle. It is sur-
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rounded by four cupolas standing on
beautiful pillars of marble.

Just beneath the principal dome is
the cenotaph chamber in which stand
the cenotophs of the lady of the Taj
and her lord surrounded by the octa-
gonal marble screen. The cenotaph,
the floor, the walls; in short, every
part of the hall, is richly decorated
with inlay work.

The real tombs are in a room below
exactly beneath those in the hall
above and are reached by a staircase.
On the tomb of Mumtaz Mahal are in-

PHYSICAL

Physical fitness is the first need of
mankind. Real life is impossible
without sound health. Life is a
struggle and to face this struggie
successfully one has to build up a
strong body. We have to face many
enemies such as poverty, misfortunes
and illness etc., and without a sound
health we cannot overcome these
enemies.

Proper and regular physical ex-
ercise is onc of the best means to
have a sound health. Some of us put
our faith in medicines and tonics but
that is a great folly. Medicines and
tonics are artificial stimulants and
provide only temporary energy.
Real energy cannot be got from them.
It is only systematic physical exercise
which can make us truly healthy.
Not only this, it can also cure almost
all our diseases and overcome the
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scribed 99 beautiful names of God
with passages from the Holy Qoran.
The date on the tomb is 1629 A.D.
The tomb of Shahjehan is similarly
inscribed with the date 1666 A.D.

On the tomb is written in verse,
“Saith Jesus: This world is a bridge !
Pass thou over it, but build not upon
it! This world is one hour ; give its
minutes to thy prayers, for the rest
is unseen”’.

Satish Chhabra
Pre-Med. IT Year.

TRAINING

weakness of our body. Physical cul-
ture has become a regular science and
even the physicians of the world ad-
mit that the permanent cure of seve-
ral Chronic Diseases can be obtained
only through physical exercise and
not by medical treatment.

It is a matter of great pity that
the value of proper physical exercise
is not fully realized in our country.
It is regrettable that students pay
little or no attention towards physi-
cal exercise. Take the example of
our college. In our College not all
the students take part in the physical
training. In the games also there is
poor attendance and this is the main
cause why a majority of young boys
and girls are thin and lean.

We are now free. If we are not
strong enough to guard our freedom,
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our freedom may prove to be short-
lived. A nation of weak men is doomed
to slavery. Examples in History
support this fact.

The world is in a bad way and to
face all the difficulties physical
strength is an essential pre-requisite.

Physical exercise is therefore, very
important. The Spartans realised this
truth, so much so that they destroyed
all the weak children. They set up the
tradition of the Olympic Games which
we are following even to-day.

It is gratifying to note that Com-
pulsory  Physical and  Military
Training is now being introduced by
our Government in schools and
colleges. But even now there are

LITTLE

1. “Sometimes you appear really

manly, and sometimes absolutely
effiminate. =~ How do you account
for it.”

~ ¢I suppose it is hereditary. Half
my ancestors were males, and the
other half females.”

2. A quack doctor was holding
forth about his famous herb tonic to
a rural audience.

“You gentlemen,” he said, “I have
sold this tonic for 25 years, and never
heard a word of complaint. Now
what does that prove?”

“That dead men tell no tales,”
came a quiet voice from the crowd.
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students, especially of the higher
classes in the college, who do not take
part in physical training because they
think it to be disgraceful. They are
going to be the leaders of to-morrow
and if they are physically weak they
cannot shoulder the burden of res-
ponsibilities awaiting them.

Thus it is clear that physical
training is like the right hand of
mankind. But to be physically strong
does not mean to have a very hefty
body like ‘King-Kong’s. Even men
with an apparently frail body can
enjoy perfect health. Infact, Physical
Exercise is indispensable for mankind.

Rajindra Narain Janhari
Prep. Arts.

LAUGHS

3. Old man: “But why should a
great strong man like you be found
begging?”’

Wayfarer: “Dear lady, it is the
only profession I know in which a
gentleman can address a beautiful
woman without an introduction.”

4. The Dbarefooted youngman
stood before a grizzled mountaineer.

“Mister Smith,”” he stammered,
“ah’ve-ah’ve come hyare to ask ye
for yer daughter’s hand.”

The mountaineer knocked the
ashes out of his pipe, “Cani’t allow no
such thing,” he drawled.

‘ ‘ither ye take the whole gal or
nathin’ !”
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5. «“I suppose you carry a
memento of some sort in that locket

of yours?”
“Yes, it is a lock of my husband’s
hair”.
“But your husband is still alive.”
“Yes, but his hair is gone.”

6. Govind says he is in close
touch with the heads of several big
concerns,”

¢ Tlle presiclenl ol lmlia

“The British King reigns but does
not govern, the U.S. President governs
but does not reign, the President of
France neither reigns nor governs.”
The position of the president of the
Indian Republic is as good as that of
the French President in most of the
cases. Though his sole virtue is not
impotence yet he is only a nominal
head of the State.

We have a Parliamentary form of
Government. The President is the
Chief Executive of India. He is the
Head of the State and in that capa-
city he has to perform all the Execu-
tive functions of the Union Govern-
ment. But one may ask the question:
does he really pcrform all the Executive
functions ? The reply can never be in
the affirmative.  He is not a dictator
but a constitutional head.

In a Parliamentary form of Govern-
ment there is always a distinction bet-
ween the rcal and the nominal Exe-
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“Yes ! He’s a barber.”

7. Doesn’t your new baby
brighten up the home ? asked the
witty neighbour.

“I should say so,” replied the new
father. We have the lights on most
of the nights now-a-days.

Gleaned by
Lakhshman Ganapati
Pre-Med. I Year.

: A slu«ly ol Ilis powers

cutive authorities. Real power is
always exercised by a Ministry res-
ponsible to the popular chamber of
Legislature. After a study of the
Indian Constitution one finds that the
real Executive power is vested in the
Council of Ministers. This Council is
responsible to the Lok Sabha, hence
indirectly to the people at large. Art.
74 says :—

“There shall be a Council of Minis-
ters to aid and advise the President.”
The Constitution, earlier says :—

“The President shall exercise the
powers directly or indirectly through
officers sub-ordinate to him.” The
ministers are obviously the officers
subordinate to him. This however,
does not mean that he may or may
not appoint a Ministry because the
phrase clearly is ‘“there shall be a
Council of Ministers.”

Further, there is a provision that
the Prcsident shall exercise his powers
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in accordance with the Constitution”
and as we have just noted our Cons-
titution specifically. provides for a
Ministry responsible to the people. As
he takes an oath to ‘preserve, protect
and defend” the Constitution, the
President has no alternative but to act
just as the British King does. Hence
he will always accept the views of his
Ministers and sign on the dotted lines.
Dr.Jennings very rightly concludes:
“India is a constitutional monarchy
but without a monrach.” Thus he 1is
nearer to the British King than to
the U. S. President.. -

His election also influences his posi-
tion. He is elected by the elected
members of both the Houses of Parlia-
ment and the State Legislative Assemb-
lies. So generally—this may not be the
case always—he belongs to the same
party which is in majority in the Par-
liament. So he would generally not
oppose the Cabinet. Hence we can
call him a constitutional king for five
years just as the French President is
a constitutional king for 7 years.

The Ministry is collectively res-
ponsible to the Lok Sabha, so we can
agree with Prof Ghosh that the Presi-
dent will certainly take advice of his
ministers. He does not enjoy any
discretionary power. This is a simple
fact that there can be no responsibility
unless there is power ; hence the Cabi-
net must exercise vast powers and it
actually does.

One may point out the fact that
the President has the power of
appointing the Prime Minister, thereby
of selecting a team which will act
according to his own wishes. But unlike

29

the U. 8. Cabinet our Cabinet is not
responsible to him. In fact, it is the
composition of the Lok Sabha which
clearly indicates who will be the
Prime Minister. If there is a clear
majority of one party, the President
cannot help appointing the leader of
this party as the Prime Minister. If he
appoints some other person, he is sure
to face inpeachment. If no single
party is in majority then, of course,
he can invite one leader or the other
to form the government. Once a cabi-
net is formed the President can claim
only one thing : that is, to be kept
informed of all acts done in his name.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Dr. Am-
bedkar, the principal architects of the-
Constitution, both said that the Presi-
dent shall act only in -accordance with
the Constitution. It shows that the in-
tention of the framers was that the
President should ordinarily play the
role of a nominal executive in a Parlia-
mentary government.

This is one side of the picture. There
are certain other provisions in the
Constitution which show that it was
the intention of the framers that the
President can, in exceptional cases,
disregard the advice of the Cabinet.
No doubt the Constitution makes it
obligatory on the President to appoint
a Prime Minister and Cabinet of Minis-
ters there is no article which binds the
President not to disregard its advice.
Thus he is not legally bound in any
way to abide by their advice. It is
necessary in France that all orders of
the President must be countersigned
by the Premier and the Minister con-
cerned. In U.K. also all orders of the
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sovereign are countersigned by the
Minister concerned. In our case the
orders of the President do not require
any countersignature. It is obvious,
therefore, that the framers of the
Constitution did not want to bind him.
They wanted the President to act ac-
cording to circumstances. He is nei-
ther impotent (as the French President
is) nor omnipotent (as the U. S. Presi-
dent is).

Secondly, he is given the power to
return a bill, passed by the Parliament
for reconsideration. Like the U. S.
President he can also send messages
regarding the bills pending before the
legislaturc. In this connection what
is to be noted is this that the value of
such power is real when it is exercised
against the wishes of the ministers.
If the President returns a bill on the
initiative of the Cabinet the right is
practically meaningless.

Thirdly, the wording of the Consti-
tution ‘“he shall exercise the powers
either directly or . ...” implies that he
can legally disregard the Cabinet,
though practically it may not be pos-
sible for him.

Article 77/2 provides that he will
decide how his orders are to be au-
thenticated. This power is nowhere
exercised by the head of the State.

There is another provision which is
quite contrary to the practice of other
countries. Article 78/C says that he
can ask the Prime Minister to refer a
matter back to the Cabinet which has
already been decided by a minister.
This seems to be a limitation on the
powers of the ministers. Why should
the nominal head unnecessarily inter-
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vene in the business of the real heads
of Government ? This is bad because
the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha are
already there to check the Cabinet and
to warn a minister. Why should then
another individual come in their way?

Lastly, the process of his election
shows that he is a representative not
only of the Union but also of the States
because the State Assemblies also vote
for his election. He may thus reject the
advice of the Central Cabinet by say-
ing very politely that the decision of
the Union Government is against the
interest of the States.

Thus it is clear that the two sets
of provisions show that though ordi-
narily he will act according to the
decisions of the Cabinet yet in excep-
tional circumstances he may ignore
the wishes of the popular ministry.
Thus sometimes he may use his dis-
cretion, as Dr. Jennings says, when
there is ‘“an unconstitutional ministry
or a corrupted Parliament.”

A reasonable President will, how-
ever, think twice before he disregards
the advice of the Cabinet, because he
can do this only at a great personal
risk. If he acts contrary to the
wishes of the Cabinet and if the latter
has a clear majority in the Lok Sabha
they may tender their resignations. In
that case the President will have to
form another C(abinet which will
not be possible because any alterna-
tive Ministry will get the support only
of the minority in Parliament and fail
to run the administration. The
President will then naturally have to
dissolve the Lok Sabha and will have
to face the music of holding fresh elec-
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tions and, if unfortunately, the verdict
of the people goes against the President
and the previous party again is returned
in a majority the President must resign
as a self-respecting man. If he does
not resign he may be impeached by
the newly elected Parliament. Thus
it is clear that no President will
hazard such a risk unless the situa-
tion is very serious.

In fact, the President is in a position
to influence but not to wield power. It
depends on the personality of a parti-
cular President. He is, therefore, like
the King of U.K. and Bagehot’s
remark about him that ¢“He has
got the right to be kept informed,
right to encourage and right to warn”
is true about the Head of our Repub-
lic also.

A strong President, who is above
party politics, can speak for the
nation and disregard the Cabinet. For
example, it is said, that when Prime
Minister Nehru insisted on the passage
of the Hindu Code Bill President

Prasad warned him that the country
was not for the Bill and that if the
Parliament passed the Bill he might
have to say ‘No’. Thus he influenced
the Cabinet to alter its decision.

There are, no doubt, certain emer-
gency powers which the President
can exercise but they are to be
exercised on the advice of the
Ministry. Hence we can agree with
D. B. Basu that “India shall have a
Constitutional President super-imposed
on the Parliamentary system of the
British type”.

How strong a President will be ?
It all depends on the personality of the
President vis-a-vis the Ministry. Let
us conclude with the correct remarks
of Dr. Ambedkar “He is the head of
the State but not the Executive; he
represents the nation but does not
rule it—he is the symbol of the
nation”.

Shri V. N. Khanna,
M.A.,
Lecturer in Political Science

THE ART OF PUBLIC SPEAKING

Have you ever heard our beloved
Prime Minister making a speech on
some religious or ceremonial occasion
or on the radio ? T believe, you have.
Don’t you wish at the moment that
you too could make a fine speech like
him and impress the masses?. “If
wishes were horses, beggars would ride
them.” And so you are despaired.
To make a good and impressive speech
is an art and one can master any art
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provided one takes sufficient pains
about it. Here are some hints for
you. Try them, if you like.

The first and foremost thing to
remember is to have self-confidence.
The person who possesses self-confi-
dence can never fail in any walk of
life. He can conquer even death.
This is why N apolean Bonapart
said that there was nothing impossible
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in the world. If the great men of the
world could do astonishing things,
why can’t we? If we fail it is only due
to lack of selt’ confidence.

Lives of greut men, all remind us,

We can make our lives sublime,

And departing leave behind us,
Footprints on the sand of time.

All are equal by birth but while
some are adventurous others are ease-
loving. The latter type of people
shirk work and responsibility with the
result that they rot in life wherecas
others rise above their shoulders.
Life is, after all, not a bed of roses.
There is nothing in life which a man
with self-confidence is incapable of
doing. Self-confidence therefore, plays
an important role in learning the art
of public speaking.

Self confidence can be created only
when the proposed speech is prepared
sufficiently in advance and read out
several times before a mirror or in the
presence of a selected gathering of
friends. It is equally important that
the speaker should have a grasp over
the subject. This will add to his
confidence and remove shyness.

The speech should be well written,
taking great care of words, phrases,
proverbs etc. used therein. No word,
the meaning and pronounciation of

which is not correctly known to the
speaker, should be used. As far as
possible, simple words in short sen-
tences and in plain language should
be used.

The beginning as well as the end
of the speech must be well planned.
It may commence or end with
quotations from the speeches of
great men, proverbs or selected and
popular verses.

A grim or serious face is always
disliked. The speaker should possess
a smiling face, taking for granted that
he is not making a speech but is
chatting with his friends.

Main points of the speech should
be supported by illustrations which
will help in driving them home.

Dress and appearance carry great
weight in winning success and stress-
ing emphasis upon the audience.

Gestures should impulsively follow
the words spoken. Monotonous move-
ment should be avoided.

And last but not least, the main
points should be summarised in clos-
ing sentences to leave a lasting effect
on the audience.

Shri S.M. Jhangiani, M.A.,
Lecturer in Sindhi.

“SHAKESPEAREANA?”

Life is neither a ‘Midsummer Night’s
Dream’, nor a¢ Tempest’ ;
But often more, alas ! it is a ‘Comedy
of Errors’.
You may make it ‘As you Like it’,
Or make ‘Much Ado About Nothing’;
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But life will teach you,
If you have an understanding heart
That ‘All’s Well That Ends Well’

And everyone receives ‘Measure for

Measure’.
Santosh Kumari, 4. 111 Year.
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What is this life, if full of care,

We have nothing but books
everywhere.

In Physics we study Newton’s

Laws,
A body in equilibrium and its
cause ;

Chemistry is a subject wonder-
ful indeed,

We can’t understand it how
hard we may read.

XA

*

In English poetry such words
are used,

O ¢¢

Hearing which we feel confused;

We make sentences which none
can read,

O

& As if they were untouchables

¢
<>
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56 indeed.
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STUDENT LIFE

( With Apologies to W. H. Davies )

It

Mathematics is a devil which
daunts us much,

<>

Our time and energy it saps X
as such ; <>

¢
is flooded with <
Alpha and Beta ;<0

And the terrible faces of Gama :
and Theeta.

Trigonometry

bbb

It is history which makes alive
the dead, §'>

To cram its events, we avoid<
the bed ;

Equally rough are the subjects<{
¢
undealt, .}

By students and teachers alike
so felt. <>

¢
A poor life this, if full of care,<>

¢
We have nothing but books to <>
prepare.

Balraj Kassal,

Prep. Science.
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Jhe College Maotte :

The College motto has been select-
ed from the following verses in
Chapter IT of the Bhagvadgita :—

w@atﬁﬁr{ﬁ AT ®AY, FIEA (

m mrqaaa@im R WeleRITARY 11 47 I
QNTR: FE ARG € FFAT IANT |
fagafaga: aay yar aqa’ Qi s=a1 14811

Shri S. Radhakrishnan translates
them as follows :—

(47) To action alone hast thou a
right and never at all to its fruits;
let not the fruits of action be thy
motive; neither let there be in thee
any attachment to inaction.

(48) Fixed in yoga, do thy work,
O winner of wealth (Arjuna), abandon-
ing attachment, with an even mind
in success and failure, for evenness
of mind is called yoga.

This to my mind is the quint-
essence of the Gita. It teaches the
fundamental lesson of karma-yoga
(path of action) which Lord Krishna
wished Arjuna to learn and act upon.
Verily it is the best path for men of
the world which, if truly followed,
leads to the emancipation of the
spirit from matter. For here there
is no demand for renunciation, which
is usually associated with the other
two methods of self-realization taught
in the Hindu religion, viz, the cult of
bhakti-yoga (path of devotion) and
that of jnan-yoga (path of knowledge).
Rather, a paradox as it may seem,
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‘Action Alone Thy Right

here is an approach to the problem
which promises the highest develop-
ment of the soul by means of the
greatest devotion to this world of
madtter.

It may be understood, however,
that the path of action is not indepen-
dent of the other two. Rightly view-
ed it is the summum bonum of these
two. For action of the desired type
is possible only when there is complete
faith in the Supreme—a surrender to
whose goodness will always get us the
deserved fruit of our action without
hankering after it; and whose grace
will bestow upon us the power of
discernment (viveka) by which we may
distinguish a right action from a
wrong one. Of course, it is not neces-
sary that this Supreme must be a God
with human attributes. It can be
something abstract. It may be Truth,
as it was to one of the greatest karma-
yogis, Mahatma Gandhi; or as it is—
and with forceful insistence, perhaps—
to his great heir, Shri Jawahar Lal
Nehru.

Not that I am over-zealous about
‘action’ and derogate from the glories
of ‘devotion’ or ‘knowledge’. It is not
true that these two are just the hand-
maids of ‘action’ and nothing more
besides. Mira’s devotion did win her
Lord, though she never claimed to be
a karma-yogini. Guru Nanak is
known more as one who remembered
and prayed to his God than one who
was keenly interested in mundane
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affairs; and yet he is the Master of
Truth who has led and is leading
millions to their goal of life. Or, take
‘knowledge’. Lord Buddha sought it,
had a flash of its light and was trans-
figured! The world tells you that he
was God on earth who finds salvation
for the people; but he wishes you to
escape from the clutches of this world
which is just an illusion. Again, we
have Shri Shankaracharya who, with
his spiritual lore, shook India to her
depths; but he, too, believed in the
superiority of divine ‘knowledge’ to
everything else, including ‘action’.

The above illustrations seem to
show that each of the three paths of
spiritual progress is capable of pro-
ducing the highest results. This is
not the whole truth. Looking into
the matter more deeplv, we find that
these three paths are not exclusive of
each other. Rather they are inter-
related, and even inter-dependent;
and a blend of the three is what
always exists. No devotee is there
who does not possess some amount of
divine knowledge, or lacks all skill in
action. No man of divine knowledge
can exist without exhibiting some
kind of faith or putting forth some
form of action. And I have already
indicated how skill in action comes as
a result of faith and divine knowledge.
Now, when these three phases of
spiritual life integrate into one har-
monious whole, self-realization of the
highest type is achieved. Only to
distinguish the follower of one cult
from another, we associate with him
the dominant feature which has been
mainly responsible for his develop-
ment. This is why Guru Nanak is
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termed a man of faith; Lord Buddha,
a man of knowledge; and Mahatma
Gandhi, a man of action.

Whether this integration of the
three paths is always there at the
highest stage of life may be doubted
in some quarters. One can under-
stand ‘devotion’ and divine ‘know-
ledge’ going together because both
take their start from a common point;
namely, renunciation of the worldly
activities, and move in the same
direction. It is difficult, however, to
believe that such renunciation would
ultimately find its fulfilment in action.
But it does. Only it is a higher type
of acting ; sometimes something with
which we are not familiar, but some-
thing which is there all the same.
Here, perhaps, it is not one physical
body acting upon another. It is one
spirit acting upon another which
responds because it must. The one
speaks to the other silently, moulds
it quietly, elevates it mysteriously,
and ennobles it in a miraculous way.
How it all happens we do not know
but the philosopher’s stone has done
its work. The holy influence has
spread subtly but surely, and sancti-
fied the whole atmosphere ; purged
all souls of sins and transmuted them
into pure gold. Tois is how a Viveka-
nand is born with the help of a
Ramakrishna ; this is how a Paul
Brunton is influenced by Maharshi
Raman. This is karma-yoga par ex-
cellence. But this is better known
as raja-yoga—the spiritual work of
such sages who visit our earth only
very rarely !

* * * *
Let us now turn to the College
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motto itself and see how its verse
expresses the idea of karma-yoga
(skill in action) in a nutshell. we are
told that we have the right to act.
Like any other right, we may use it,
misuse it, or even abuse it. But as
educated people, we are expected to
make the best of it. This, of course,
means that we should do the right
type of actions, i.e. good actions.
And we have a definition of such
actions given in the Gita itself at a
later stage. A good action is one
which benefits society the most and the
individual the least. In contradistinc-
tion, a bad action is one which benefits
the individual the most, and society the
least. In between, there is what is
called a mediocre action : one in which
the benefit is divided between the indi-
vidual and the society. Just asa tree
is known by the fruit it bears, an
action is judged from the general
good which accrues from it. Put in
terms of the person who acts, the
value of an action is directly propor-
tional to the m2asure of selflessness

Yehind 1% ; and the amount ot sacrifice
involved in doing it, or endured as a
result of doing it. Make this your
touchstone and there can be no blun-
dering about it.

I have just said that an action is
assessed in terms of the effect it has
upon the individual and society.
Does it mean that I measure its worth
by its result alone ? Not exactly.
The way of approach to the problem
is of much greater significance than
the actual result. If the aim in doing
it is noble and the intention honest ;
if it is executed in a spirit of right-
eousness ; then it is worth its weight
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in gold, even if the result is not what
it should have been. Thus the pur-
pose of an action is all very important.
Whenever we are about to do any-
thing, we must ask ourselves : will it
make the world a better place ? And
will this sacrifice on my part be worth
it ? These are necessary questions
to ask before we enter upon it. They
will define our objective very clearly
and inspire us to go on with the work.
Isn’t this what we find in the life of
the great karma-yogi living to-day—
I mean Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru ?
Has he not set the goal of a free and
prosperous India before him and his
brethren while he is engaged in the
mighty adventure of building up the
country ? Does he ever permit the
vision to be blurred ? Never. Rather,
whenever efforts seem to slacken, he
reminds his country-men of the goal
which has been put before them and
must be achieved. That is the spirit
in which Freedom was won, the First
Five-Year Plan has been put through,
and the Second Five-Year Plan iy

going to be launched very soon.

But the subtle distinction between
‘goal’ and ‘result’ must be clearly
understood and maintained. We
usually confuse the two expressions
and mistake the one for the other. We
must know that ‘goal’ is what we set
out to achieve with our efforts;
whereas ‘result’ is what we expect to
get because of our efforts. The first
word defines the scope of our action
and its range ; the second promises
the reward for what we have done.
The one tells us the directions in
which we should move if we want
success ; while the other only makes
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us hanker after success. The one
creates the necessary conditions for
work ; and the other only comes in to
upset them. Hence the ‘goal’ we
must never lose sight of, and the
‘result’ we should not worry about, if
we want the work to proceed smoothly.

This indifference to ‘result’ is just
what the verse of the motto also
‘wants to inculcate in us: ‘“‘thou hast
no right at all to the fruits of thy
action.” A little thought reveals
that it is as it should be. For one
thing, we do not fritter -away our
energy—and we have limited one at
our disposal--in useless brooding over,
or bragging about, the ‘result’ before-
hand. Rather, we concentrate our
atiention on what we have to do and
naturally do it much better. Even
if we happen to fare badly, there are
no disappointments in store for us. We
thank God for what we get—be it little
or much—and are contented and happy.

Again, indifferent to the results
of our actions, we have less chances
of a moral lapse. Not hankering
after any fruits we may not feel the
temptation of vitiating the ‘means’
for grabbing it. We may not easily
become as unscrupulous as Machia-
velli would teach men to be. We
may be better inclined to put the
rlght emphasis on the right ‘means’
in order to attain the right ‘end’.
We may tread the right road which
must take us to the right goal surely
though unconsciously. This is what
we find happening at its highest in
Gandhiji’s life. He had set out to
achieve the goal of Indian indepen-
dence—a worthy ‘end’ in itself, no
doubt. For this purpose, he had
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launched his non-violent satyagraha
against Imperialism—a right ‘means’,
of course, to free his motherland from
alien rule. And then for twenty,
and even thirty years, he stuck to his
method of non-violence. There was
no dearth of people who pooh - poohed
his idea and looked down upon his
‘means’. They would like to resort
to the usual ‘means’ of violence, if
this one of non-violence failed to
serve the ‘end’. But the karma-yogi
was convinced of the rightness of his
means and refused to budge from his
position, whether he achieved the end
or not. At times he had to plough a
lonely furrow, but he stood firm like
a rock. And has not his faith in the
right ‘means’ been amply rewarded
with a fine achievement of his ‘end’ ?
He has gained us freedom and—what
is unique in human history !—our
erstwhile enemies have become our
very good friends :

Not a word of scorn between us !

Was ever freedom in this fashion won >

To sum up, karmayoga consists in
performing noble actions in a selfless
way ; more as a matter of duty . than
with the expectation of any recom-
pense. There is engendered an
attitude of complete datachment to-
wards all that happens. Things are
viewed most objectively. The mind
is essentially at rest, retaining its even
tenor under all circumstances .and
conditions ; and nothing is there to
destroy its peace and poise. There
is tranquillity (shanti) within ; though
there is commotion without. And
isn’t this a big boon which the motto
promises if we live up to it.

Shri D. S. Bhalla, Lecturer in English
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STUDYING IN GERMANY

When I left for Germany, there were
8o many questions in my mind and
I was only too eager to get there.
I knew that I would be going to a
place situated in the heart of Ger-
many which had so recently been
a battlefield. The journey from
Marseilles to Frankfurt was long and
somewhat fatiguing. The train was
crowded. I did not stay long at
Frankfurt but rushed to Gottingen
where I had to do my doctorate. It
was a pleasant autumn evening as I
reached there at about 10 P.M. It
took me quite a few days to get
acquainted with the German customs,
food, climate and, of course, the Ger-
man language. The average age of a
student entering a German University
is 19 or 20 years. They come to the
University after passing a state
recognized “Abitur”  equivalent
to our Intermediate examination.
The schooling is of 13 year’s
duration. A fresher entering the
University is simply amazed at the
freedom in the choice of the courses
of studies which he can exercise as
also at the number of courses
which are available. The academic
year in Germany is of two Semesters-
the Summer Semester beginning to-
wards the end of April each year and
ending on the last day of July. The
Winter Semester begins towards the
end of October and lasts till the last
day of February. In between there
are holidays which are, of course, of
great benefit to the students. The
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students, who are financially
hard up, utilize these vacations in
earning for their studies in the next
Semester. Unlike us they are to a
great extent not dependent on their
parents alone for their education. A
student can get admission as an
‘ordenticher’ student or as a guest
student. Students entering the Uni-
versity for the first time are under-
going what they call ‘Immatrikulation’
in the University. A university
identity card and a ‘Studienbuch’ are
given to each student on admission.
Inaddition, he has to undergo compul-
sory insurance and has to participate
in the compulsory contributory health
schemes. At a special function which
begins with classical German music,
the new students are formally

immatrikuliert. ©The Rector, the

Deans of the various faculties and the
University Professors all appear in
their academic gowns on this day and
constitute the academic procession.
After the ceremony the Deans of the
various faculties make personal
acquaintance with the students who
have got newly admitted in their
faculties. The students have to enter
the lectures or practicals which they
want to participate and give it to the
office of the TUniversity. These
entries have later on to be got attes-
ted by the Professor or Lecturer con-
cerned. There is no system of taking
attendance in the classes. Usually the
student writes only once his name in
the list of students wishing to hear

38



a particular lecture and it suffices
for the whole of the semester.
Students wishing to have any scholar-
ships or stipends awarded have to
appear before their teachers and take
what are known as fleiss prufung i.e.
diligency tests, on the basis of which
these awards are made. It is open to
a student to hear lectures and partici-
pate in the courses in different
faculties during the same term. It
depends upon his taste and selection.
In that sense we could say
that the German students have got
a large measure of Academic freedom
(kademisches freiheit).

Very few students live in the
hostels and rarely are the hostels
under the management of the Uni-
versities. An average student usually
rents out a room with some family in
the town and stays there in an unfur-
nished or furnished room according to
his choice. He may become a paying
or non-paying guest. This system is
very common and even well-to-do
families rent out their rooms to
students and in many cases look after
their comfort and welfare.  The
foreign students at a German universi-
ty are treated at par with the German
students in every respect and no dis-
crimination of any kind is made.
Usually a foreigner may find how pains-
taking these hosts are when they try
to be helpful in matters of food,
language, work and leisure.  The
Germans are proverbial for their endur-
ance and hard work which have
brought them back from the beaten
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condition to which they had to suc-
cumb after this war. The Germans
are punctual in their appointments,
are hard-working and laborious and
mostly do not have spare time.

German university students have
their own administration in the form
of “Allgemeine Studentenausschusse”
(ASTA) (General Student Committee)
which are elected every year or
Semester.  Foreign students are
admitted as members and have the
same rights and privileges as their
German brethren. There are clubs
for social purposes. The university
students are not very sports-minded
but each university has got a Sports
Institute and also its own tennis and
hockey or football playgrounds.
Games can be played there and
facilities are offered to every member
of the University. Only there is no
cricket to be had. Even Badminton
is rare but of late it has been coming
into prominence. The National game
is football.

To cut the long story short, I as
a student, in a German university
enjoyed every hour of my work and
leisure there and had a nice time.
I wish that some at least, if not all,
of the readers of this magazine may
some day go to a foreign country and
see for themselves what wonder-
ful countries there are in this world
and the standards to which we have
to bring our nation now.

Dr. C. L. Madan
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AGCROSS THE FOOTLIGHTS

An appreciation of the Dramatic Club Presentations

‘Jeewan Sandesh’ by R. K. Sud.
‘Jonk’ by Upendranath Ashk.

‘Sazish’ by Imtiaz Ali Taj.

Three one-act plays were recently
presented by the Dramatic Club of
Deshbandhu College, Kalkaji, New
Delhi. Two of these plays: ‘Jeewan
Sandesh’ and ‘Jonk’ were in Hindi,
the author of the former being R. K.
Sud and of the latter Upendra Nath
Ashk. Both were directed by R. K,
Sud. The third play, ‘Sazish’, by Imtiaz
Ali Taj was directed by Principal
Harish Chandra Kathpalia who also
took a leading role. This linguistic
feat is itself of much cultural value
for the students. Moreover, the
language and presentation were of a
high order.

The three plays were a pleasing
contrast in subject matter. “Jonk”
was a pure slapstick comedy, very skil-
fully directed, as the movements were
lively and in keeping with the farcical
nature of the play. This is the story
of a guest, who is a leech, and of the
various strategems of the host to get
rid of him, all of which fail, much to
the amusement of the audience. The
professor, another guest, tries to aid
the host but only gets a good drubbing
for his pains, as the leech almost will-
fully takes him for a thief. This play
went off in uproarious fashion, draw-
ing many laughs from the audience
and was a distinct success. ““The
Professor” and the ‘Leech’ both
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appear to be natural actors and their
performance is to be highly commen-
ded.

“Jeewan Sandesh” brought the fair
sex on to the stage in the romantic
light of a sunset. This play is full of
beautiful sentiments in the musings of
the young bride-to-be, Sabita ; but her
present day-dreams are shattered by
the iutrusive entry of the unhappily
married woman, Lakshmi, who insists
on relating the sordid details of an
unhappy marriage. However, Sabita
is consoled, in a dream by the pratt-
lings of her son-to-be. The somewhat

‘slow movement of the play is brought

to a gay conclusion, by lively dances
and songs by Sabita’s friends which
sent us home in a happy mood. We
admired the graceful forms of the girls
and the courage of these young Prepa-
ratory class students in coming forward
to entertain their fellow students and
we have no doubt that a little more
experience will teach them to put over
their voices and make them feel more
at home on the stage.

The third play, ‘Sazish’, was the
best play of the evening. It had the
advantage of having seasoned players .
of considerable histrionic ability- It is
a domestic comedy in which ‘Mamu
Mian’ (Principal Harish Chandra), the
uncle, brings together a newly-wed but
estranged couple, who are themselves
conniving with the uncle, unknown to
each other. The play mainly depends
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EDITORIAL BOARD

(L. to R.) ShriS. M. Jhangiani,  Shri R. K. Sud, Principal Harish Chandra,
Mrs. Raj Kumari Mathur, Shri K.C. Kanda.

Santosh Kumari, Giani Mamtani, Sudesh Kumari.



The Curtain Rises

‘Jeewan Sandesh’— Mother, Lakshmi and Sabita ‘Sazish’— Mamu and Rashida
(Sanyukta, Chitra and Inderijit) (Principal Harish Chandra and Miss Raj Kumari Matl

‘Jonk’ The Ventilator Scene A scene from ‘Deti Leti’
Banwari Lal, Anand and the Punjabi ' one-act play in Sindhi,
(Jeewan Malhotra, Surinder Vaid Teumal. U. K, Mother & Teumal’s friend,

and Jugal Kishore) (Sri Chand, Santo Sabhani, Ashok and Chandan)



on dialogue and there is little action
in it, but no lack was felt for the ex-

cellent characterization made it a suc-
cess. The Principal’s portrayal of
‘Mamu Mian’ was ‘to the life’, the
make-up and the natural manner in
which he acted, the way in which he
took ‘the snuff”’ or a pull at the huqqa,
the glee with which he took part in
the innocent deception and the relish
with which he anticipated Rashida’s
‘roasted teeters’ were all most captivat-
- ing.Weheartily wished wehad Rashida’s
luck in having such an uncle. - Miss
Mathur’s—now Mrs. Mathur—perfor-
mance was sparkling and we all wish
we could see her oftener on the stage.

Zaki handled his part sensitively and
competently.

With all the preparations made by
the Dramatic Club this year for a new
curtain and other appurtenances for
the stage our expectations were very
bigh and we have not been disappoint-
ed. The success of the event lies in
the toil and unremitting efforts of all
those who took part and all those who
helped but particularly those of the
President, Mr. R. K. Sud, the Princi-
pal and Mr. Kaul who take such a
keen year-round interest and to whom
our thanks are due for two most en-
joyable evenings.

(Mrs.) M. Thomas.

THE COLLEGE CHRONICLE

THE DESH

This is the 4th Annual Number
of the Desh, the second issue of the
year. We hope that next year we
shall be able to print 3 issues. In the
present issue our readers will find
Sindhi and Urdu supplements—two
new features which have been intro-
duced to meet the wishes of our
readers. We regret that due to
paucity of funds, we have not been
able to give these supplements more
pages. In our eyes all languages
deserve equal encouragement. We
hope that next year we shall not only
have bigger supplements in these two
languages but possibly also a third
supplement in Punjabi.
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THE STAFF

Shri L.R. Batra, who was
officiating as a temporary lecturer in
Biology in place of Shri C. L. Madan,
resigned his post in December, 1955,
and proceeded to the United States
of America for higher studies in Plant
Pathology at the Cornell University. .
We wish him success. Shri C.L. Madan,
Lecturer in Biology, who had gone on
study leave to Germany, resumed his-
duties in January, 1956. He passed the
D.Sc. Examination of the Gottingen
University. We offer our hearty
congratulations to him on achieving
this distinction.

Miss Raj Kumari Mathur got
married on the 27th of February, 1956.
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We wish her a long and happy
wedded life and her husband every
joy of it. We invoke the blessings of
the Almighty for them.
with Shakespeare :

“Wedding is great Juno’s Crown :
. O blessed bond of board and bed !I”’

THE OFFICE

It appears that illness is stalking
the college office. Hardly had the
Head Clerk, Shri J. N. Saxena,
resumed his duties after 3 months’
sick leave when the Accountant, Shri
C. S. L. Jain applied for one month’s
sick leave. We hope the period of
illness will not extend to its full extent
and the ‘chain’ will stop.

THE COLLEGE UNION

The constitution of the College
Union was amended, and two new
offices, namely those of the Vice-Presi-
dent and the Assistant Secretary, were
created. The following were elected
to the two offices :-

Vice-President - Inder Mohan Tandon, B.A. II Yr.

Assistant Secy. - Santosh Kapoor, B.A. Il Yr,

The Secretary of the Union,
Yudhister Dev Tej Pal, left the college
in December, 1955. Since then
Santosh Kapoor has been officiating
in his place as the Secretary of the
Union.

The Union opened its programme
for the current session with a Dec-
lamation Contest in Hindi which took
place on 8th October, 1955. The sub-
jects for the contest were the
following :
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May we say

1 g exaes & 9teg wreEardl, 4 6@t
9Tqe & |
2. $xaT B Uy g A B B 2 |

3. dgafig WAt U § ARg W7
FFAA G & |

4. FAT 7T F ZHU BT A TAB GHAT
2 freg &I it Sl @ar gar 8 |

The following were ad]udged the
best speakers :-

1. Miss Santosh.
2. F. C. Bhatia.
3. Purshotma Kapoor.

Krishan Kumar Sharma and Kul
Bhushan Nanda were elected dele-
gates to the Supreme Council of the
University Union.

Parmanand Bhardwaj, B.A. III
Year, President of the College Union,
was nominated to the Executive
Council of the University Union.

A Prize Debate in English was
held on 22nd October, 1955, on the
subject: “In the Opinion of this:
house unmarried persons should not
be appointed to the staff of an edu-
cational institution”. The following
were declared prize-winners:

1. Promila Gulati B.A. II Year
2. F. C. Bhatia B.A. Il Year
3. Narinder Pal Singh Pre-Med. 1l Year

A Prize Recitation Competition in
English was held on 12th November,
1955. The following were adjudged
the best reciters :

1. Dilsher Nagi B.A. I Year
2. Promila Gulati B.A. II Year
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A contest in Extempore Speech in
Hindi took place on 14th Jauuary,
1956, The first two positions were
won by :

1. Vijay Narain ~ B.A IIl Year
2. Promila Gulati B.A. Il Year

The Annual college picnic was held
at Okhla on the banks of the Jamuna
on 4th February, 1956. The arrange-
ments were fairly satisfactory and
everybody got enough to eat. An
interesting programme of music,
poems and tit-bits rounded up the pro-
ceedings of the day. Members of the
Staff shared honours with students
both at feeding and reciting and in-
deed at eating too. The performances
of Principal Harish Chandra, Shri
C. L. Kumar, Shri S.P. Kapoor, Shri
R. K. Sud and of Jivan Malhotra,
A.P. Verma, Surinder Saksena, Daya
Bhatia, Siri Chand, S.M. Zaki, Balbir
Singh and Shri C.8S.L. Jain, the
College  Accountant, were much
appreciated. We cannot restrain our-
selves from saying that the picnic
comes only once a year and passes off
so very quickly leaving behind, of
course, lingering happy memories. We
would suggest that such occasions of
fraternization between the students
and the members of the Staff could be
available more often. They add so
much to the joy of our life at college,
and incidentally teach us the beauti-
ful art of mutual cooperation, and the
cultivation of social discipline in a
most pleasant manner.

The credit for organizing the
function goes to Parma Nand Bhar-
dwaj, the President of the TUnion,
the members of the Union Executive
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Committee and Shri D.S. Bhalla, the
Adviser. Our congratulations to them
on making the picnic a success.

The third Inter-college debate for
the Deshbandhu Debating Trophy
took place on 13th February, 1956.
The subject of the debate was : ‘“This
House is of the opinion that in India
the Parliamentary form of Govern-
ment should be suspended for a period
of 15 years and replaced by a
dictator.” In addition to our own team
which was not eligible for the trophy
the following colleges sent their
teams :-

Delhi College.

St. Stephens’ College.
Indraprastha College.

S. R. College of Commerce.
Hans Raj College.

Ramjas College.

e

Our College was represented by
F.C. Bhatia and Promila Gulati.
Shri D. N. Bhalla, Shri M. Mujeeb
and Mrs. Krishnaswamy acted as
judges. The trophy was won by
Delhi College, Delhi. Miss Salima
Ahmed of the Delhi College was
awarded the first prize and Shri Y. K.
Bhushan of S. R. College of Commerce
won the second prize. The standard
of the debate, in the words of Shri
D. N. Bhalla, who announced the
award of the judges, was very high.
Both the sides represented their case
with great skill and force, but the
opposition had the better of the
supporters of the proposition.

The prizes were given away by
Mrs. Krishnaswamy.

The Inter-class Radio-play Contest
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fixed for 3rd December, 1355, as’ per
programme announced earlier, could
not be held for want of time.

THE HINDI PARISHAD

The Hindi Parished was active
during the autumn and winter terms.
Its members went out on a picnic to
Hauz Khas. They observed a lively
and interesting programme : sweets
and fruits were punctuated by fun and
laughter. Suresh and Co delighted
the holiday-makers with their magic
shows. The highlight of the day
was a feast of music and poems :
songs sung in melodious voices and
poems recited in lilting cadences.
Music and poetry, they say, are
catching—and more so in romantic
surroundings—even Miss Raj Kumari
Mathur sang a song and Shri Suresh
Chander Gupta recited an original
Hindi poem. The atmosphere re-
mained redolent with the tingling
sounds of the vociferous cheers long
after the programme.

In September, 1955, the Parishad
announced an Essay-writing and
Story-writing competition for its
members. A large number of students
took part in it. Shri Narendra Sharma
—an eminent Hindi poet and well-
known writer—very kindly adjudged
the entries. The results were as
follows :—

1. Essay-writing
() *Suman Luthra, B. A. IT Yr

(ii) Subash Dhamija, ) B. A.
Promilla Gulati ) II Yr
& Krishan Kapur Class
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2. Story-writing.

(i) Kamlesh Malhotra,
‘ B.A. II Year

(if) Vijay Narain, B. A. I1I Year

A prize debate was held on b5th
November, 1955. The subject for

the debate was : gg & % Ua # |
9= qzfaqt #t qdg &= & € | get &
usz %1 fga €1

Sixteen students took part in it.
The standard of the debate was fairly
high. The college hall was fully
packed with students. Shri D. S.
Bhalla, Shri V. N. Khanna and Shri
R. L. Kakkar acted as judges. The
first prize was won by Veena Puri,
Qualifying Class, and the second
prize by Faqir Chand, B. A. I Year.

On 30th January, 1956, the
members attended a meeting called to
acquaint themselves with the life and
teachings of Gandhiji, the Father of
the Nation. Poems composed for the
occasion by Faqir Chand and Hira
Vallabh Tiwari were recited by them.
Various members spoke on selected
aspects of Gandhiji’s life and work.

The next function of the year
was an Inter-class poetical competi-
tion on 28th February. It was res-
tricted to original poems. Nine
students took partin it. Some of the
poems were really good. Dinesh,
B.A. I Year, stood first. Faqir
Chand and Purshotma got ‘honour-
able mentions’. The meeting was
presided over by Shri R. K. Sud. Shri
D. S. Bhalla, Shri V. N. Khanna and
Shri N. C. Vasistha acted as judges.
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THE SINDHI LITERARY SOCIETY

Under the secretaryship of J. P.
Varandani, the Society organized an
Essay Competition in January, 1956.
The subjects of the essays were :—

1. The question of Devnagri
script for Sindhi.

2. The foreign policy of India.
3. India—ten years hence.

Miss Pushpa Butani, B. A. I Year,
won the first prize while the second
prize went to Santo Sabhani, B. A.
III Year.

The Society attempted for the
first time a variety Entertainment
which included items of dance, drama
and music. The dances of Miss Shanta
Butani and songs of Misses Giani
Mamtani and Duru Gursahani were
appreciated. Sri Chand acted well in
his one-act play, ‘Deti Leti’.

The Annual day of the Society is
scheduled for 12th March, 1956.

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE
ASSOCIATION

The Political Science Association
had a very busy session. An Essay
Competition was held on 8th October,
1955. Sudesh Kumari, B. A. III
Year, Suman Luthra, B. A. II Year,
and Parma Nand Bhardwaj, B. A.
11T Year, stood first, second and third
respectively.

A Symposium was organized in
November, 1955. The subject on
which the students read their papers
was : “Social equality is essential for
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the progress of India.” Principal
Harish Chandra also expressed his
views. Suman Luthra and Promilla
Gulati, B. A. II Year, were adjudged
first and second respectively.

The next function organized by
the Association was a Mock Session
of the United Nations Assembly on
30th November, 1955. Students came
as delegates of various countries in
their national garbs and spoke on be-
half of their respective countries.
The performances of Anita Batra,
pre-Medical IT Year (France) Dilsher
Nagi, B. A. T Year, (Canada) and
Sartaj Singh, Pre-Medical II Year
(Saudi Arabia), were very much appre-
ciatcd. Prizes were awarded to the
following :—

First ——Anita Batra.
Second——Dilsher Nagi.
Third ——Hira Ballabh Tiwari.

The last function of the session
was a debate in English. The subject
of the debate was :  “In the opinion
of this House the proposed reorgani-
zation of Indian States will lcad to
efficiency of administration”.

Principal Harish Chandra presided.
Shri S. P. Kapoor, Shri K. C. Kanda
and Mrs M. Thomas acted as judges.
Faqir Chand Bhatia stood first and
Vijay Narain second.

THE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

S. M. Zaki, Pre-Medical II Year,
was elected Secretary of the Associa-
tion. Fortnightly = meetings were
held and the members showed their
collections to one another and ex-
changed stamps. Discussions were
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held regarding the methods of collect-
ing stamps and arranging them in
albums. It is proposed to hold an
exhibition of stamps and First-day
covers.

THE SCIENCE ASSOCIATION

Under the auspices of the Science
Association Prof V. N. Pasricha gave
an interesting lecture on 6th Decem-
ber, 1955, on “Stars and Planets’.
He discussed the vasteness of the
Universe  comprising innumerable
stars, galaxies and nebulae which are
at unimaginable distances from the
eatth. He explained that although
the stars appeared to be point-objects,
yet some of them are a thousand
times as big as the sun and are situat-
ed hundreds of trillion miles away
from the earth. He also spoke about
the planets of our solar system, the
radio stars, the red giants and the
white dwarfs.

Dr. C. L. Madan spoke on ‘Study-
ing in Germany’ in the annual meeting
held on 8th March.

THE FINE ARTS SOCIETY

The Fine Arts Society was formed
early in the autumn term to promote
interest in art in general among the
students. The following are the office
bearers :—

1. President—Shri P. M. Kaul
2. Secretary—Satya Kumar.

The members have displayed from
time to time original sketches and
photographs on the Display Board
of the Society. The Society, we
learn, is arranging to hold a combined
Hobbies and Fine Arts FExhibition on
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the Annual Prize-Giving Day. It is
needless to say that the work of the
Society will bring in a touch of beauty
—and of truth too, if Keats was right
—in the daily life of our students.
We must, however, say that the work
of the Society will need monetary
help from the College if its work has
to show good results.

THE GIRLS’ CLUB

The Girl-students of the college
have a club of their own. Every now
and then they have their functions
both inside and outside the College.
They held their annual function on
Ist March, 1956. To it were invited
Members of the Staff and Members of
the College Union Executive. A
programme of music and fancy dress
was observed. Prizes for fancy dress
were awarded to :—

1. Vinod Ghai.
2. Vimal Chadha.
3. Urmil Baveja.

The meeting ended with sweets and
cold drinks.

Principal Harish Chandra gave
away the prizes. In his remarks he
praised the girl students of the College
for their examplary behaviour.

THE COLLEGE DRAMATIC CLUB

The College Dramatic Club now
possesses more or less a permanent
stage, electric lights and settings. It
staged three one-act plays ; Jonk, by
Upendra Nath Ashk, Sazish, by
Imtiaz Ali Taj ; and Jeewan Sandesh,
by R. K. Sud on 24th and 25th Febru-
ary, 1956. Jonk and Jeevan Sandesh

46



were in Hindi and Sazish in Urdu.
“Jonk’, a light comedy, was well acted:
the cast being Anand (Surindar Nath,

Bhola Nath (Rattan Singh Bharel,) -

Punjabi (Jugal Kishore) Banwari Lal
(Jeewan Malhotta), Kamla (Veena
Kanwar). The ventilator-scene pro-
voked much laughter. <Sazish’ was
the greatest hit of the evening as lead-
ing roles were played by Principal
Harish Chandra (Mamu Mian) and
Miss Raj Kumari Mathur (Rashida).
The two inspired Zaki (Amin) to rise
to unexpected heights. The language
of the play, the delivery, and the act-
ing synchronized with the elaborate
settings ; the whole was thus a won-
derful performance, the like of which
is rarely seen on the amateur stage.

‘Jeewan Sandesh’ was a fantasy and
a colourful pageant, as it combined the
dream-realization of Sabita with songs
and dances usual on the day preceed-
ing a marriage in a Hindu Family.
The play was very difficult to act. Its
theme, though stated more than once
in clear terms, escaped comprehension.
Lighting effects, though perfect and
realistic, hardly succeeded in tell-
ing the audience where the dream
started and where it ended. The se-
cond part of the play was at once en-
ticing and bewitching. The staging
of this play was more in the nature of
an attempt at discovering the poten-
tial artistic capabilities of the girl-
students of the college. They deserve
not a little credit for having given
such a good show. The following
constituted the cast of the play :—

Mother......... Sanyukta Nanda
......... Inderjit
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Pradip ......... Karuna Suri

Sunita ......... Usha

Pushpa ......... Padma

Ramla ......... Prabha

Veena ......... Veena Kanwar

Sabita’s......... Giani Mamfani,

friends Raksha Kapur and
others

OLD STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

The Old Students’ Association
came into existence on 30th Novem-
ber, 1955. It will help our old
students in maintaihing contact with
their Alma Mater. An Interim
Constitution has been framed by the
Principal, copies of which can be
obtained by our Old Students from
Shri V. N. Khanna, Lecturer in Politi-
cal Science, who has been appointed
Secretary and Treasurer till the mem-
bers of the Association elect the
office-bearers. We hope that our old
boys will enrol themselves as members
of the Association, and make it a
success.

The Interim Constitution of the
Old Students’ Association is re-
produced below :-

1. The aim of the Old Students’
Association is to arrange reunions of
Old Students on suitable occasions.

2. The Office holders of the
Association will be as follows :-

(a) President—elected at the
Annual meeting which usually will be
held at a suitable time preferably on
the occasion of the convocation of
Delhi University.
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(b) Vice-President — Principal
(Ex-officio)

(¢) Secretary and Treasurer—a
permanent member of the staff of
Deshbandhu College elected at the
annual meeting.

In the event of the post of Secre-
tary and Treasurer falling vacant
during the course of the year, the
post shall be filled by the Principal
by nominating a permanent member
of the staff who will hold office till
the post is filled by election.

During the period that the Interim
Constitution drawn up by the Princi-
pal is in force, the post of Secretary
and Treasurer shall be filled by the
Principal by nomination.

3. All members will be life
members.
4, The subscription will be

Rs. 10/- for life.

5. Membership of the Association
will be open to all old students of the
College and members of the teaching
staff.

SPORTS & ATHLETICS

(a) Inter-class tournament: Sports
in the College turned a gloriours page
in its history this year by starting
inter-class tournaments which were
played on the league system ; i.e. each
class playing matches -against other
classess. About 200 students, both
boys and girls, took part in these
matches. Games selected were Cricket,
Volley Ball,” Kabaddi, Table-tennis,
Badminton and Deck-tennis.
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The combined team of B.A. classes,
I, II, and IIT years was, the winner
with 40 points and the Qualifying
Science Class team was runner up
with 374 points. The office bearers
of the winning team were as under:-

1. Officer in charge - Shri S.P. Kapoor

2. General Captain - Sri Chand
B.A. IIT year

3. Captain Cricket - Ripsudan Gopal
& Table-tennis B.A. II Year

4. Captain Kabaddi - Kulwant Singh
B.A. III year

5. Captain Volley - Parmanand Bhar-

Ball dwaj, B.A. III Yr.
6. Captain Bad- - Harish Kapoor
minton B.A. T Year

(b) Table Tennis Tournament.

Table Tennis Tournament was
introduced this year in response to
the great demand of the students,
who wield the rubber bat and flirt
with the tiny ball. The response, as
expected, was very good. Results of
the tournament were as follows :-

Mens’ Singles :
Winner ~ — Shri V.N. Pasricha
Runner up — Ripsudan Gopal

Mens’ Doubles :

Winners — Shri V.N. Pasricha &
Sri Chand
Runners up— Ram Nath &
Rajeshwar
Mixed Doubles:
Winners — Shri V.N. Pasricha &

Anita Batra
Runners up— Sri Chand and
Minakshi
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Annual Sports

Three-legged Race (Girls)



Annual Sports

110 Metres Hurdles
Raghu Nath Singh, the best All-round Athlete of the Year



Womens’ Singles :

Minakshi
Sudesh

(¢) Badminton Tournament :

Winner
Runner up

Badminton is the most popular
of the games played by our
students. The annual tournament
was held this year as before. About
50 boys and girls took part in the
various items. For want of proper
arrangements for a covered illuminat-
ed court these matches had to be
played during the recess and after the
college hours often under unhelpful
conditions. Kalkaji is exposed to
very strong winds which play havoc
with the shuttle-cock much to the
chagrin of the players though to the
amusement of the spectators. The
enthusiasm of our students seems to
us to deserve an enclosed space. The
results of the tournaments are given
below :—

Mens’ Singles :

Winner Om Prakash
Runner up Shri I. S. Kapoor.

Mens’ Doubles :

Winners Shri D.S. Chaudhry
& Chandan.

Runners up Sri Chand and Harish
Kapoor.

~Mixed Doubles :
Om Prakash and
Parmod Chopra.

Runners up Chandan and
Chitra Vohra.

Winners
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(d) The annual sports

The Annual Sports of the College
were held on 27th & 28th of January,
1956. A large number of entries were
received for the various events, jumps,
throws, track and gymkhana. The
performance of the participants in
the track events and the jumps was
rather disappointingly poor but the
gymkhana events provided a lot of
fun. The staff race had to be can-
_celled. One of the most spectacular
events was the staff-skipping, the
prize for which was carried away by
Principal Harish Chandra. The names
of prize-winners of the various events
are printed elsewhere in this issue.

EXTENSION LECTURE

Shri R. K. Sud read a paper on
*Sarojini Naidu’s Folk-songs. Princi-
pal Harish Chandra presided.

COLLEGE LIBRARY

It is gratifying to note that over

- one thousand new books, on various
subjects, have been added during the
last five months. Emphasis has been
laid in English on books of humour, de-
tective fiction, biographies, plays and
short-stories. We have books by
-Stephen Leacock, P. G. Wodehouse ,

Agatha Christie, Bernard Shaw,
Galsworthy, Techkon, Ibsen, and
Rattigan.

In History we built up the section
on Ancient India and the 1857-period.
A number of rare books have been

*Reproduced in an abridged form in this
issue.
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purchased. A comprenhensive History
of Civilization has been acquired. The
Valmik-Ramayana (Hindi), Maha-
bharta (Hindi) and Tulsi Ramayana
(English) have been added. Books on
Indian Religion, Philosophy and art
complete the list.

New titles of books of travel, moun-
taineering and adventure offer a fairly
representative choice.

For our budding orators and de-
baters we have purchased the volumes
containing the speeches of Churchill,
Nebru, Pant, Dr. Rajendra Prasad
and Treasury of World’sGreat speeches,
Public Speaker’s Treasury Chest, The
Art of Speaking Made Easy, Pros
& Cons, Speeches and Toasts for all
Occasions ,World’s Best Jokes, 10,000
Jokes and Stories and Anthology of
Anecdotes.

Notable additions to biographies
are books on Churchill, Anthony Eden,
Gladstone, Attlee, Melbourne, Cherril,
Truman, Pearl Buck, Hitler, Turgenev
Jinnah, The Agha Khan, Vinoba Bha-
ve, Gandhi, Mavalankar, Vivekanand,
Sri Aurobindo, B. C. Roy, Panikkar
and Raja Ram Mohan Roy.

Two new sections have been started;
one on Health, and the-second on phi-
lately (stamp collecting). For lovers
of photography there is the 4-volume
Handbook of Photography.

For gserious-minded readers the
Book of Knowledge (8 vols.), Ideas,
Indian Philosophy by Radha Krishnan
and Jowett’s translation of Plato’s
Dialogues will come very handy.
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OUR DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

Dr. Kailash Nath Katju, the Union
Minister for Defence, addressed the
students on 24th November, 1955, on
the occasion of the Deshbandhu Day.
He paid glorious tributes to the
memory of Late L. Deshbandhu
Gupta and enjoined upon the students
to follow in Deshbandhu ji’s footsteps
and serve the country and the people.
Maulana Hafiz-ul-Rehman M. P. and
Mir Mushtaq Ahmed also spoke.
They, too, threw light on the qualities
of the head and heart of Deshbandhu
Ji and advised the students to keep
the torch burning that was lit so
admirably by him. They hoped that
as long as the college sent forth
students of the calibre of Deshbandhu
ji his name would live.

Dr. C. E. Raven, Ex-Vice-Chancel-
lor of Cambridge University, paid a
visit to the College on 3rd December,
1955. He addressed the Staff and
the students on ‘Life at Cambridge”.
His discourse was illuminating and
interesting. The staff gave a lunch
in his honour.

OUR DISTINGUISHED STUDENTS

Sartaj Singh, Pre-Medical II Year,
and Kul Bhushan, Pre-Medical I Year,
have been selected for the Joint
Services Wing. Our heartiest con-
gratulations.

Miss Raj Popli, Pre-Medical (1955),
stood second in the University and
brought distinction to herself and the
College. We are proud of her achieve-
ment. We congratulate her and wish
her good luck.
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A WORD OF GRATITUDE

We shall be failing in our duty if
we do not record our sense of appre-
ciation of the ready co-operation given
to us by our contributors, the Presi-
dent and the Secretary of the College
Union, the Presidents and Secretaries
of various Associations and Unions in
the College and our deep gratitude to
the Principal and Members of the
Staff for their guidance and advice
and thoughtful contributions to' the
pages of the ‘Desh’. We feel so happy ;
indeed, we lack appropriate words to
say how deeply indebted we are to

STOP

SINDHI SOCIETY

Dr. G. F. Lakhani, Deputy Secretary,
Government of India, was the Chief Guest

Education,

in the annual meeting of the Society.

was graced by Shri

Naryan

Mrs. Raj Kumari Mathur, Shri S. M.
Jhangiani and Shri K.C. Kanda for
adding glory to the ‘Desh’ by ably
editing the Hindi, the Sindhi and the
Urdu Supplements respectively. But
for the team-spirit with which all of
them worked for the ‘Desh’ it would
not have been possible to bring out
two issues of their size and quality
within such a short period of time.
We lay down our pen, in the full hope
that our successors will continue to
serve the ‘Desh’ to the best of their
abilities and capacities, for in the
glory of the ‘Desh’ will lie their own

glory.

PRESS

Ministry of

The meeting
‘Shyam’, the renowned

Sindhi poet and Principal Harish Chandra.

THE STAFF

Shri 1. P. Mittal, lecturer in Chemistry, resigned
his post on I4th March, to take up appointment
in The Burmah Shell research office. = We are

sorry to lose him.

venture.
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We wish him success in his new
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(a) Academic

Class

B.A.III Year.

b24

»

2

b3

B.A. IT Year.

b3

2

B.A.I Year

»

»

Pre-Medical

»
”

Pre-Medical

9
2
b2d
2
Qualifying
(Science
& Arts)
29
b
»
2

2

DESH

LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS

(1955-56)
Name E 2’
Santosh Kumari 1.
Santosh Kumari 1.
Sudesh Kumari 17.

Santosh Kumari
Santosh Kumari

Suman Luthra
Suman Luthra
Suman Luthra

Phool Kumar
Sushila Bhutani
Phool Kumar

Padma
Padma

Naresh Chader Madan

Padma

Sudarshan Kumar
Dev Raj Chitkara
Dev Raj Chitkara
K. J. Indra

Dev Raj Chitkara

Ram Parkash Bajaj
Vijay Kumar Mittal

Krishan Kumar
Veena Puri
Ratna

Veena Puri
Veena Puri

e

r—
POANNO® N~ D00 Wwew — e

[Srpr—

Subject & Position

First in English
First in Hindi
First in Pol. Se.
First in Maths.
First in Aggregate

First in English
First in Hindi
First in Pol. Se.

First in English
First in Sindhi
First in Maths.

First in English
First in Physics
First in Chemistry
First in Aggregate

First in English
First in Biology
First in Physics
First in Chemistry
First in Aggregate

First in English
Second in English
First in Hindi
Second in Hindi
First in Sindhi
First in Civics
First in Economics

Marks
obtained

348/660
236/405
300/600
410/600
1267/2200

313/600
238/400
319/600

154/300
126/200
165/300

98/150
118/150
112/150
394/600

198/300
168/300
213/300
199/300
757/1200

122/200
120/200
59/100
58/100
60/100
53/100
59/100
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Qualifying
(Science
& Arts)

2

b4

b

2

2

2

9

”»

Gargi Kumari 236.
Ved Parkash 254.
Ved Parkash 254,

Ramesh Kumar Katyal 98.
Subhash Chander Sekhri 10.

Ramesh Kumar Katyal 97.

Rajindra Singh Sethi  17.
Auttar Singh Karir 32

Vijay Kumar Mittal 22,
Subhash Chander Sekhri 10.

(b) Union Prizes

Recitation in English

Dilsher Nagi B. A. I Year
Promilla Gulati B. A. II Year

Extempore Speeches in Hindi

Vijay Narayan Bhardwaj

Promilla Gulati B. A. IT Year

Debate in English

Promilla Gulati B. A. II Year
Faqir Chand Bhatia B. A. II Year

(c) The 4th Annual Athletic Meet

1. 100 Meters Race

2.. Pole Vault

3. Hop, Step & Jump
4. Putting the shot

5. Javelin Throw

53

B. A. 111 Year

First in Economics  56/100

’ 56/100
First in Maths. 94/100
Second in Maths. 90/100

First in Chemistry 71/100
Second in Chemistry 69/100
First in Physics 66,100

First in Add. Maths. 67/10
First in Aggregate  366/60

R. No. 14 First
R. No. 18 Second

R. No. 17  First
R. No. 18 Second

R. No. 18 First
R. No. 14 Second

MEN
Kulwant Singh (I)
Narindar Pal Singh Chawla (IT)
Rugh Nath Singh (I)
Om Parkash (IT)
Sher Singh (I
Kulwant Singh (I1)
Narinder Pal Singh Chawla (I
Kulwant Singh (IT)
Vimal Kumar (I
Narinder Pal Singh Chawla (IT)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

3.

4.

DESH

Sack Race

Broad Jump

1500 Metres Race
110 Metres Hurdles
High Jump

200 Metres Race
Hammer Throw
400 Metres Race
Discus Throw

100 Metres (Open)

Musical Cycle Race

50 Metres Race

Broad Jump
Three-legged Race

Musical Chair Race

Gurdeep Singh
Vimal Kumar

Rugh Nath Singh
Vimal Kumar

Rugh Nath Singh
Vimal Kumar

Rugh Nath Singh
R. S. Khanna

Rugh Nath Singh
Vimal Kumar

Rugh Nath Singh

Narinder Pal Singh Chawla
Narinder Pal Singh Chawla

Kulwant Singh

Rugh Nath Singh
Vimal Kumar

Narinder Pal Singh Chawla

Vimal Kumar

Achu Nair
Rugh Nath Singh

Ripshudan Gopal
Sudarshan Malik

WOMEN

Vimal Malhotra
Veena Kanwar
Silwanti Aswani

Urmil Baveja
Chitra Vohra

Om Vati and Partner
Silwanti and Partner

Chitra Vohra
Om Vati

I
(I1)

(I)
(1I)

(I)
(II)

(I)
(1)
(I)
(1I)
(1)
(IT)

I
(IT)

I
(IT)

(I)
(1)

(I)
(1)

(I)
(1T)

(I)
(II)
(IT)
(I)
(1)

(I)
(II)

(I)
(1)

54



5. 100 Metres Race Veena Kanwar (I

Silwanti Aswani (I1)
6. Putting the shot Parmod Chopra (T)
Parshotma Kapoor (I1)
7. Slow Cyecling Jagjit Kaur (I)
Karuna Suri (1T)
8. Chati Race Satyavati I
Om Vati (II)
9. High Jump Veena Kanwar (I)
Om Vati (IT)
10. Obstacle Race Om Vati (I)
Sharmishta Gupta (1I)
STAFF

1. Skipping Principal Harish Chandra )
_ Shri D. S. Chaudhry (IT)

SERVANTS
1. 100 Metres Race Hoshiar Singh (I)
Tara Chand (IT)

Rugh Nath Singh was declared to be the Best. Athlete of the year
from amongst the Men and Miss Veena Kanwar from amongst the girls.

(d) The Annual Badminton Tournament

Men’s Singles

Om Parkash Winner
Shri I. S. Kapoor Runner up

Men’s Doubles

Shri D. S. Chaudhry and Chandan Winners
Sri Chand and Harish Kapoor Runners up
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Mixed Doubles

Om Parkash & Parmodh Chopra Winners
Chandan & Chitra Vohra Runners up

(e) Table Tennis Tournament

Men’s Singles Final
Shri V. N. Pasricha beat  R. Sodhan (21-14,21-18,21-12)

Men’s Doubles Final
V. N. Pasricha & beat Ram Nath &

Sri Chand Rajeshwar (20-22,21-16,21-15,21-16)
Mixed Doubles Final

V. N. Pasricha & beat Sri Chand & ,

Anita Meena (21-17,21-12,23-21)

Women’s Singles Final
Meena beat Sudesh (21-17,21-14,21-18)

DESH
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DESHBANDHU COLLEGE, XALKA|]I
NEW DELHI

ANNUAL REPORT

1955—56

The College

The College entered upon the
fourth year of its existence in July,
1955. The enrolment this year reach-
ed a maximum of 334 as against
260 last year. The number of women
students bas increased from 68 to 86.
The total number to-day is 300.

The constitution of the Board of
Administration has been amended
to accord with statute No. 30 (i)
of the  Delhi University Act.
The Board now  consists of
15 members. The new non-official
members of the Board are Shri Mehr
Chand Mahajan, S. B. Teja Singh,
R. B. Man Mohan and R. B. Nathu
Ram nominated by the Government
of India, Dr. D. S. Kothari and Dr.
Ram Behari appointed by the Delhi
University, Dr. P. C. Chakravarty
and Mr. I. P. Mittal elected by the
eaching Staf of the College.

The College building is getting
quite insufficient for its increasing
numbers and needs. This was noticed
by the University Inspection Com-
mittee at its recent visit to the
College. We want more rooms for
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tutorial work, for the Physics and
Chemistry  Laboratories, and a
common room for students, The
Hall is too small for our requirements.
There are no servants’ quarters and
no store rooms. The major portion
of the compound wall is still incom-
plete. The amount of trespassing on
the College premises has, therefore, be-
come a chronic problem. This problem
threatened to assume a rather serious
appearance the other day when some
unauthorised persons and children
attempted to force their way into the
College Hall at the time of the
Dramatic Club shows.

The question of the possibility of
shifting the College from its present
site to a more central and suitable
locality has been under the considera-
tion of the Ministry of Rehabilitation
for sometime, but it appears that no
decision has yet been made. The
development of the College in the
academic field and the necessary
additions and alterations in the pre-
sent building to meet its growing re-
quirements, are tied up with this
decision.
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The Staff

Dr. C. L. Madan, Lecturer in
Botany, returned from Germany with
a doctorate from Gottingen Univer-
sity. Shri L. R. Batra, who was
officiating for him resigned his post in
January - and left for U.S.A. for
higher studies.

Dr. Chakravarty, Vice-Principal
and Lecturer in History, has been on
partial deputation for some months
with the Ministry of Education in
connection with the compilation of
the History of Freedom Movement.
Shri Daljit Arora has been working
as part-time Lecturer in history.in this
arrangement.

. A new post of Cashier was added
to the Office Staff in- March, 1955, to
which Shri B. L. Bhutani was appoint-
ed. The work of expenditure and
collection was separated. We have
had pratically no complaints this year
of delayed payments.

. The Head Clerk, Shri J. N. Saxena,
was on medical leave for three months.
The Accountant, Shri C. S. L. Jain,
officiated in his place.

The Assistant Librarian, Shri
R. C.. Mathur, resigned his post in
January. It has not been possible to
appoint his successor so far.

Shri Prem Parkash Tyagi, the
Library Clerk, finished his training at
the Delhi University successfully.

Examinations

Shri H.'S. Roy took -the place of
Shri D. S. Bhalla as Registrar of
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Examinations and Shri 8. P. Kapoor
was appointed as Deputy Registrar
and they both have performed their
onerous duties conscientiously.

The College sent up 123 students
for the Qualifying and 25 for the
Pre-Medical Examination and secured
a pass percentage of 57 and 64 to
47 and 65 of the University
respectively. Raj Popli stood second
in the University in the Pre-medical
Examination. Our result in the B. A.
Examination was again rather dis-
appointing—36°?, to 48%, of the Uni-
versity. It may be pointed out that
the majority of the students joining
this College seem to make it a point
to get a third in their matriculation or
the higher secondary examinations.

Fee Concessions & Stipends

The Board of Administration
grants 209, fee concessions to deserv-
ing students who are not financially
well off. A number of stipends are
also made available to them from the
Students’ Welfare Fund which is sub-
scribed to by the whole body of
students and, on a voluntary basis,
by members of the teaching Staff.
The Ministry of Rehabilitation' gave a
donation of three thousand rupees to
this fund during the year under
report.

Fee concessions and stipends are
sanctioned by the Principal on the
recommendation of the Fee Concession
Committee which interviews every
applicant.- and goes carefully into
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cach case. 109 students were awarded
thesc concessions at the beginning of
the year but as many as 22 lost them
later for doing badly in the December
Examination, although the standard
of achievement laid down for the
retention of these concessions was
even lower than a mere pass.

I shouid like to take this oppor-
tunity of warning students that this
standard is likely to be raised when
the college reassembles after the
Summer Vacation and the least they
will be expected to do is to pass in
every subject. They must clearly
understand that poverty cannot be
rezarded as the sole criterion for the
award of these concessions.

The Library

Mr. Sud, Chairman of the Library
C'owmmittee, reports that the number

of  books has incrased irom 4275
to 5575 and the nwmber of
journals ~ from 40  to 64, A
sum of Rs, 11,500~ was spnt on

purchase of books as against Rs. 11,300/-
last year and Rs. 1,300/- on news.-
papers and journals w bloh is Rs. 500/-
more than last year. The Library sub-
scribes to 6 Dailies, 13 Weeklies, 4
Fortnichtlies, 35 Monthlies, 3 Quarter-
‘liecs and 3 Anvnnuals. Of these 45
are in English, 14 in Hindi, 3 in Urdu
and 2 in Sindhi.

The Verandah at the back of the
Library has been converted into a
reading room and wall racks have been
provided to dlsplay journals and
magazines.
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The Library is rapidly outgrowing
its accommodation and it will soon
become necessary to add another room
to it.

The average issue of books this year
has risen from 35 to 40 per day.

The Chairman of the Library Com-
mittee feels that work in the Library
is far too heavy for the present staff
and an additional qualified hand is
necessary.

The present Library Grant of Rs.
7,500, - is inadequate when the cost of
an average book is seven or eight
rupees.

‘Desh’

We have been able to publish two
issues this year instead of the usual
one. The Sindhi and Urdu sections
have been added. It may be possible
to add the Punjabi section next year.
The heavy duties of the Managing
Editor of the ‘“Desh’ were entrusted
this year to Mr. R. K. Sud and credit
is due to him for the standard achiev-
ed by ‘Desh’.

The College Magazine :

The College Union

The constitution of the College
Union was amended so as to create the
offices of Vice-President and Assistant
Secrctary. Parmanand Bhardwaj and
Yudhishter Dev were elected President
and Secretary respectively. Yudhish-
ter Dev disappeared from the College
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in January last and Santosh Kapoor
has been officiating in his place.

The Union held a number of meet-
ings, organized a picnic of the whole
college at Okhla and the 3rd Annual
Inter-college Debate which was judged
by Prof. Mujeeb, Vice-Chancellor, Jam-
mia-Millia, Principal D.N. Bhalla of the
Punjab University Camp College and
Mrs. Krishnaswamy of the Ministry of
Education, and won by the Delhi Col-
lege, Delhi, for the second year in suc-
cession. All this meant hard work for
Parmanand Bhardwaj and Santosh
Kapoor assisted by members of the
Union Committee.

A number of our students, namely
Parma Nand, Agya Pal, Promilla Gu-
lati. Faqir Chand Bhatia, Kul Bhushan
Raghunath Singh and Prem Lata
participated in Inter-College debates
in other Colleges.

Shri D. S. Bhalla acted as adviser
to the College Union in place of Mr,
Sud and has done useful work.

One sometimes gets the impression
that a section of the student commu-
nity all over the country, happily only
a small section, perhaps, do not clearly
realize the legitimate scope of a college
Union and, in their enthusiasm, they
are sometimes inclined to overstep the
limits of this scope. Emphatic advice
becomes necessary on such occasions.
It is time that they realized much to
their own benefit, the benefit of their
fellow students, and of the institutions
to which they belong, that a College
Union like other similar and sectional
college associations and societies, but
in a much fuller measure, is primarily
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a training ground for shedding stage
fright and self-consciousness, learning
the art of public speaking, developing
personality and character, organizing
social functions and imbibing a high
sense of discipline and responsibility.
If a College Union is found wanting in
helping its members to attain these
objects, it has failed in its most im-
portant function.

Extension Lectures

Prof. C. N. Raven, a former Vice-
Cbancellor of Cambridge University,
addressed the College on ‘Life at
Cambridge’, Dr. K. N. Katju, Defence
Minister, Maulana Hafeez-ul-Rehman
M. P. and Mir Mushtaq Ahmed, a
Member of Delhi State Assembly,
spoke to tho students on th2 Life and
Work of Shri Deshbandhu Gupta, Mr.
R. K. Sud on ‘Folk Songs of Mrs.
Sarojini Naidu’ and Shri V.N. Khanna
on‘Expansion of Communism in Eastern
Europe’. I addressed the College on
two or three occasions on general
subjects.

The Dramatic Club

With the coming of electricity the
main handicap of the Dramatic Club .
has been removed. The Club staged,
under somewhat better conditions and
with fairly satisfactory lighting effects,
three One-act Plays: <“Jonk’ by
Upendra Nath Ashk, ‘Jeewan Sandesh’
by R. K. Sud and ‘Sazish’, a social
comedy in typical racy and crisp
dialogue by Imtiaz Ali Taj. The first

GO



two were produced by Mr. Sud and
the third by me.

On the whole, the effort of the
Dramatic Club seems to have been
well reccived. There is ample his-
trionic talent in the college, but it has
to be tapped and encouraged.

The Club is badly in need of some
necessary permanent properties. While
I do not believe in spending too much
money on amateur shows, particularly
in an educational institution, it is
not possible to do without some
essential theatrical equipment which
is rather expensive. If the standard
of our plays goes up and the box
office rcturns are satisfactory, the
Dramatic Club can look forward to a
successful and enjoyable future.

Mr. R. K. Sud, with the willing
assistance of Mr. P.M. Kaul, has been,
practically, solely responsible for
staging plays for the last three years
and our thanks are due to him for his
indefatigab'e labours in promoting
this cultucal activity. It is cxpected
that the Dramatic Club will take a
more regular and permancnt shape
next year when, lect me hope, a large
number of students and some members
of the Staff will avail themselves of op-
portunitics provided by the club for
training in a great many different
types of work which go into the
production of a play.

The Political Science Association

The Political Science Association
was established this year under the
guidance of Shri Vishwa Nath Khanna,
Lecturer in Political Science. .Its aim
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is to train students in the art of pub-
lic speaking and to keep them in touch
with world politics, beyond the scope
of their books, by organizing debates
and symposia and inviting distinguish-
ed visitors to address the Associ-
ation. Of all the Associations in the
College this Association, thanks to
the keenness of its President, Sudesh
Kumari and its Secretary, Chander
Prakash and the enthusiasm of its
members, has been most active,

It held a number of meetings and
awarded several prizes to deserving
speakers. The highlight of its acti-
vities was a mock session of the
U. N. Assembly which, for its maiden
effort, was a creditable performance.

The Hindi Parishad

The Hindi Parishad has a large
membership and was, as usual, quite
active. Competitions were held in
Essay and Story Writing in which a
large number of students took part.
Prizes were won by Suman Luthra,
Subhash Dhameja, Promilla Gulati,
Krishan Kapoor, Kamlesh Malhotra
and Vijay Narain.

The Hindi Prize Debate was won
by Veena Puri and Faqir Chand and
the contest in original poems by
Dinesh.

The Sindhi Literary Society

The Sindhi Literary Society with
Santo Sabhani as President and J.P.
Varandani as Secretary, held a
number of literary meetings, social
gatherings and a variety entertainment
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show which included music, dance and
drama.

The Old Students’ Association

In response to a wish expressed by
some old students, the Old Students’
Association was founded in November.
It is hoped that its membership which,
at present, is very small, will grow
with the years and the Old Students’
Association will play its legitimate
part in the life of the College.

Social Service

The Staff and students paid a
voluntary donation of Rs. 905/- to the
Flood Relief Fund in addition to con-
siderable quantities of wheat, gram,
pulses, rice, ghee and old clothes.

Hobbies

The Hobbies Exhibition has been
organized this year again, under the
leadership of Shri P. M. Kaul and a new
section of Stamp Collections has been
added to it with the cooperation
of Shri V. N. Pasricha, the
President of the Stamp Collecting
Club. A number of students have
sent in their exhibits in Photography,
Painting, Drawing, Hand and Machine
Embroidery and other miscellaneous
creative work. These are now on
view in rooms No. 23 and 24.
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Games & Sports

Our difficulties about playing fields
are still unsolved, but we were able,
this year, to lay out a fairly satisfac-
tory athletic track and maintain a
larger cricket field.

We entered the University Tourna-
ment in Cricket, Athletics and
Kabaddi.

Narinder Pal Singh Chawla, Pre-
Medical II Year, who broke the
University Record in Shot Put last year,
bettered it this year by another 7"—a
highly creditable achievement. A point
each was won by Kulwant Singh and
Vimal Kumar in Hammer and Javelin
Throw respectively.

The Intcr-class Tournament, on
the League System, was started in a
number of games. It lasted over a
month and 1 am glad to say that as
many as 200 students took part in it.
The B. A. Class won the tournament.
The Badniinton Tournament which
attracts a large number of entries was
won by :—

Om Parkash
D. S. Chaudhry &

Men’s Singles
Men’s Doubles

Chandan

Om Parkash & Mixed Doubles
Parmodh
The Department of Games &

Sports is looked after by Mr. D. S,
Chaudhry, our energetic Director of
Physical Education.
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Physico-Medical Examination

Every student was given a
Physico-Medical Examination jointly
by the College Doctor and the Director
of Physical Education. This exami-
nation was followed up by informing
the guardians of students found to be
suffering from physical defects and, in
some cases, steps have been taken by
the guardians to place their wards
under proper treatment.

If the number of wemen students
continues to be considerable next year
it may be necessary to have a part-
time lady doctor to give a similar
physico-medical examination to the
women students.

Discipline

While there has been no serious
breach of discipline, I regret that one
student of the B.A. IIT Year—I need
not name him-—because of his personal
dislike of the ways of a class-fellow,
struck him, without any provocation,
on their way back from the Annual
Picnic at Okhla and one or two others
joined in the fray. Such conduct is
highly reprehensible and a serious
view would have been taken of it but
for the timely repentance and expres-
sion of sincere regret on the part of
the offenders who promised never to
be found guilty of similar conduct in
future. I am glad to say they have
kept their word.

We, as a people, have to go a long
way to learn to conduct ourselves with
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discipline in our individual, social,
political, and national life. =~ No pro-
gress is possible in any direction with-
out discipline. The student commu-
nity, compared with almost all other
sections of society, is most fortunately
placed in imbibing and cultivating this
great quality, if students would only
make use of their opportunities and
place themselves unreservedly but in-
telligently under the guidance of their
teachers and parents who are their
best friends. I do not blame them for
the over-confidence and importunity
shown by some of them on certain
occasions. It is the privilege of youth
to be over-confident and importunate,
but wisdom lies in permitting this
over-confidence and importunity al-
ways to be tested in the crucible of
knowledge and experience which come
only with age.

I have pleasure in recording my
thanks to members of the Staff for their
ungrudging cooperation on all occasions.
I wish also to thank ShriJ. N. Saxena,
the Head Clerk, and his Staff, Shri N.
(. Vasishtha, the Librarian and Shri
Om Parkash Hasija, the Stenographer,
for their hard work.

I am indebted to Shri R. L. Kakar,
the College Bursar, for the efficient dis-
charge of his essential but not parti-
cularly pleasant duties.

Last but not least I must express
my deep gratitude to members of the
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Board of Administration for their ad-
vice and particularly to our Chairman,
Professor Humayun Kabir who, in spite
of his many pre-occupations, was good
enough tobereadily available whenever
I wanted to see him, whether at his
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house or office, and whose guidance

always proved to be most valuable.

Harish Chandra
Principal
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